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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE Author of the following”. 
| Sheets returns her moſt grate- 
ful Acknowledgments to the Public, 
for their Approbation of her former 


Publications: She requeſts their Ins 


dulgence towards the preſent Work, A 
| hoping, , that as it is calculated to 
recom dend ad promote the ſocial 
and domeſtic Virtues, by repreſent- 
ing them as the only Means of Hap- 
pineſs, it may in ſome degree claim 
and deſerve their generous Protec- 
tion. LY On. 
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Firſt, J releaſed you from the harſh diſci- 
pline of a pedagogue, and forbad him to laſh 


you into learning, alias pedantry; which only 


ſerves to narrow and depreſs the ſpirit of a | 
gentleman, or elſe to make him conceited 


and overbearing.—Secondly, I followed you 
with my good offices afterwards, to mitigate 
the fatigues of education, and to make you an 


accompliſhed man, with as little trouble to your- 


ſelf as poſſible. 


From my ürſt knowledge of you, I per- 
ceived that there were ſeveral obſtacles in the 


way of my wiſhes for you. 
Firft, an aſpect of thoughtfulneſs od care, 


that gives you the air of a tradeſman, inſtead 


of the degagie addreſs of a fine gentleman ; 


and, ſecondly, that mean, ſneaking quality 


of baſhfulneſs, which loſes all your conſe- 
quence in mixed company, and makes you 
appear like a ſchoo]-boy trembling under the 


ferula. To remedy the laſt defect, I ſent 


you to Weſtminſter School, which has gene- 
rally been an ef2ual cure for it; and I hoped 
an acquaintance with the world would wear 
9 the firſt. In the next place, I ſent you to 

= * 
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Cambridge, not to ſtudy the mathematics, | 
which are the ton of that place at this time: 
no, nor yet the c/affics, which are quite out 
of faſhion : and ſtill leſs theology, or the civil 
law — no, Edward, my defign was to intro- 
duce you to the acquaintance of the young 
men of fortune and faſhion there, and to pave 
the way to your preferment in future, by 
making an intereſt with them. 
From the college, I brought you to the 
capital, and introduced you into the world, 
recommending you to a polite circle-of my 
friends there. Still I ſaw the firſt traces upon 
you; and my friends ſaw it alſo.ä— This will 
not do for a man of the world, ſaid a cer- 
tain nobleman; this ward of yours has the 
air of a college pedant— What then ſhall I 
do with him, ſaid I?—Carry the young man 
into the company of women of taſte and ſpi- 
rit, who know life and all the ys of it, ſaid 
my friend. It is there he muſt receive the pe- 
liſh, the ton, the fini/hing ſtrokes of a fine 
gentleman. Give him lord Chefterfield*s Let- 
ters to his Son; let him /tudy them claſeh, 
they will do for him more than all your /chools 
and wniverſitics,—] followed my friend's di- 
1 rections. 
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rections. He introduced me to Lady Bel- 
mour, as the perſon beſt qualified to give 
you this p0/7/þ ſo much wanted, and ſo indiſ- 
penſably requiſite. carried you into her 
company, that ſhe might obſerve your perſon | 
and qualifications ; ſhe ſpoke better of both 
than expected. Saville is affine young fel- 
low,“ ſaid ſhe ; he wants only to converſe 
with or ſex, and to receive his fn:;/hing from 
us; ſend him to me for one ſummer, and I 
warrant I will give yew a good account . 
. | 

I T ed her offer with proper acknow- 
ledgments. She did you the honour to in- 
vite you with a party of her ſelect friends to 
her country ſeat ; a favour you received with 
 thecoldnefs of a Carthuſian friar : however, 
vou obliged me fo far as not to refuſe it; and 
that gave me fore hopes of you. 

All theſe advantages have I thrown in your 
way, Edward; but it depends upon yourſelf 
to make a right application of them. You 
do not want underſtanding ; otherwiſe 1 
would not ſtand reafoning with you, and ac- 
counting for every ſtep I have taken for your 
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to love you. © | have no children, nor negr 
relations. | 
| Spell this, and put it together, if you 
have ſenſe and ſpirit i in you; but if you diſ- 
appoint and diſgrace me, look to it, Ed- 
ward: — Vour father was a man of ſpirit; he 
lived too faſt for his health and fortune ;— 
you have not yet begun to live at all. Open 
your eyes to the happineſs that awaits you :— 
the world and all its charms are before you: 
they invite your ſenſes to enjoy them; and 
you. ought to ſwim in your proper element. 
Lady Belmour's houſe is the ſeat of plea- 
ſure: the goddefs of Love reſides there in 
perſon; may ſhe touch and poliſh your heart, 
and bleſs you with her kindeſt influence !— 
If you want money, let me know it; and 
your draft upon me ſhall be anſwered imme- 
diately.—Attend to Lady Belmour's advice 
and inſtruftions. Frite to me, or let me 
hear from her, that you are all that Ge wiſhes 
you- to be; and I will call myſelf your moſt | 
afeAtionate friend and guardian, 


| Rrenand Munven. 
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The Rev. Mr. Jonnzon to EDWARD 
Srl Eſ. 85 


| Dean K ä 

+ Hong pleaſure I took i in executing the of. 

fice of college- tutor to you here, leſt 

an agreeable impreſſion upon my mind. 
The ingenuouſneſs of your heart, and the 
ſweetneſs of your diſpoſition, engaged my 
affections to you at the time, and have made 
me intereſted in every thing that has befallen 
you ſince. I have made enquiry after your 
ſituation and conduct, and have gained i in- 
telligence of every ſtep you have taken ſince 
you left college. Your Guardian—good 
heaven | what a guardian for a virtuous 
youth !—finding you have not acquired the 
ton of faſhionable lie, nor the ſpirit of va- 
nity and diffipation, has ſent you to Lady 
. Belmour to finiſh your education, and to give 
vou what he calls the POLISH of a LI * . 

tleman. 
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I am told moreover, that you have net yet 
diſgraced the character you acquired in the 
early part of your life, that you have not 


quitted the path of virtue, and followed that 


of vice: but that you are in the ſituation of 
the young Herrules, balancing between Vir. 
tue and Pleaſure. 15 

From theſe circumftances I have formed a 
with and a hope, that I might {till be of ſome 


ſervice to. you; by ſhewing you the dangers 


that ſurround you, and pointing out the path 
whereby you may eſcape them. You are 


thrown upon the iſland of Calypſo, —ſhe or- 


ders her nymphs to ſpread their toils for you, 


and exert all their wiles to enſnare you; nor 


is the goddeſs herſelf without attractions. ond 

Senſual pleaſure is an enchanted cup, it 
intoxicates the heart, and weakens the rea- 
ſon; while the foul is in the ſtate of inebri- 
ation, all its nobler faculties are ſuſpended, if 
not 4%. The heart is inſenſibly corrupted 
and depraved, it loſes by degrees all its fineſt 
perceptions, and at length becomes wholly. 
immer ſed in groſsneſs and brutality. Oh, Sa- 


ville, was your heart made for ſuch a ſtate !— 


Does not your honeſt heart diſdain the bon- | 
1 4 dage ?— 
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dage cannot believe thoſe chains fit eaſy: 
on you, till you tell me they do. If my 
conjectures and hopes are well founded, write 
to me, and either encourage or forbid * 
future admonitions 0 
Lady Belmour is the Prieſteſs of Venus, 
the is the convenient friend of both ſexes,- 
She keeps a gaming-houſe all the winter in 
London, and is viſited by people of rank and 
charatter, ſuch as this age allows of ;—in 
the ſummer ſhe carries on her bufineſs'in- 
the country, there ſhe provides miſtreſſes for 
youths of quality and fortune, and huſbands 
for girls of faſhionable education and doubt- 
ful virtue. Old jointured dowagers pur- 
chaſe young huſbands, and toothleſs dotards 
young wives, through her mediation ; —fhe 
condeſcends to noo a confederation for her 
profiigate fervices: She has methodized 
pleaſure into a /y/em, and conducts her ofe 
fices with an air of decorum and regularity; 
that conceals the deformity of vice from its. 


. deceived and captivated votaries. 
- Beware; oh beloved and amiable: youth, 
of her ſeducing arts —If you have hitherto 


avoiged, make haſte to eleape them, If you 
have 


* ü 
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have been betrayed into the ſnare, break 


your fetters, before roo has any them 


upon you. 

Iwill purſue you with my Friendſhip and 
counſel, tilk you refuſe me with ſcorn and 
contempt ;—till I am well affured, that you 
have given up your nobler hopes and virtu- 
ous proſpects;— till you become the volun- 


tary votary of vice and folly, I will call my- 
felf your affectionate friend, ſervant, and 


monitor, | en e ee 


e 


Nee to Mr. Jouxsox. | 


Sin, 
HAVE been moſt agrerably ſorgrized by 
a letter from my worthy tutor and friend 
Mr. Johnſon, and ſtill more gratified by the 
contents, upon which I have often meditated 


with renewed Pleaſurg. Is it poſlible,. that 
the qualities he imputes to me can have 5 
given me a place in his memory On no ! 


Jt 3 is his enlarged, and beneyolent, faul „„. that, 


B 5 in 
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in pity to my youth and ſituation, has 1n- 
duced him to extend his hand to my affiſt- 
ance, in order to extricate me from the 
ſnares of vice and folly. | 

Thus do wiſe and good men give conſe- 
quence to thoſe they inſtru, in order to 
lead them into the paths of virtue. A man 
who thinks himſelf unable to overcome 
temptation, will fink into inactivity and de- 
ſpondency; and he who is encouraged to ex- 
ert his ability, will do it effect ually. 

Ves, my tutor, my friend, my monitor! 
J acknowledge the generous artifice you have 
uſed with me, which has anſwered your kind 
intention; by giving me credit with myſelf, 
you have encouraged me to aſpire to your 
friendſhip. To whatever motive I am in- 
debted for it, | receive it as a gift from hea- 
ven. I have often wiſhed for ſuch a friend, 
though I hardly dared to hope ſuch an one 
would be granted me. You have held up 
the light of truth before my eyes, have ſhewn 
me the dangers that ſurround me, and di- 
rected me how to eſcape them. 
I embrace your friendſhip with my 1 | 
heart ?—Continne, dear Sir, your gene- 

rous 
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rous cares for me; I will be accountable 
to you for my future conduct; I will ac- 
quaint you with every ſtep I take :— both my 
actions and motives ſhall be open to your in- 
ſpection; you ſhall be to me as a ſecond 
conſcience, and your admonitions ſhall en- 
courage or reſtrain all my undertakings. 
What Syiph, or what Genius, gives you in- 
telligence of every thing that happens to 
me?—It is a good ſpirit, J am certain, be- 
cauſe it is one of your familiars. He tells 
you the truth, when he compares this man- 
_ fion to Calypſo's iſland; and yet I think it 
ſtill more reſembles the Iſle of Cyprus.— 
The nymphs and ſwains here breathe that 
air of ſoftneſs and voluptuouſneſs which is 
ſo contagious to all who encourage its influ- 
ence. I have hitherto reſiſted the charm ; : 
but how. long I ſhould have continued to do | 
ſo, is uncertain. My heart, at times, ſeemed 
ready to give way; but you have held over 
me the ſhield of Minerva; the enchantment 
is diſſolved, and I feel myſelf delivered. 

As the firſt proof of that ingenuouſneſs, 
which indeed is the only quality I preſume 
to claim as my own, I ſend you encloſed a 

| - B 6 ". =, ne 


letter J have lately received from my virtuous 


guardian, My heart riſes with indignation, 


| mingled with contempt, whenever 1 think 


on him and his in/trufions to me. His 
company and advice miſled na into. 
courſes which brought upon him both. 
ſhame and forrow. Upon his death-bed, he 
ſeverely repented the ſins and follies of à life 
ſpent unprofitably to himſelf and others. I 
have often wondered that he did not alter his 
will, which gave this man the care of my 
perſon and fortune, who ever ſince has been. 
labouring to contaminate my mind with his 
own vile principles. God of his goodnefs 


gave me a wiſe and virtuous mother, the 
greateſt bleſſing a child can receive. Her 


precepts were the guide of my childhood, 
and her remembrance will ever be ſacred to 
me. She was taken from me too ſoon, or 


ſhe would have been my director and mon- 


tor to this hour. But to ſupply her loſs, 
Heaven has ſent me a preceptor and friend in 
Mr. Johnſon; by his advice and affiſtance 1 
truſt I ſhall eſcape the labyrinth of vice and: 
folly, into which Munden and his em Her ie 


baye enn me. 
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I will tell you, my dear Sir, all that has: 
paſſed here lately, if you can. think it worth 
your attention; when you ſhall be acquaint- 
ed with all the circumſtances of my preſent 
ſituation, you will give me your advice upon 
it.— If you judge it neceſſary, I will imme- 
diately burſt the bands that keep me here, 
and come to you at Cambridge :: :: but I have 
either convinced or perſuaded ' myſelf, that 
though I dwell in the land. of vice and folly, 
F am engaged. in the ſervice of virtue ; Herre 
ſhall decide on this ſubject. 
Write to me ſoon; give me your advice, 
inflruetion, correction; I will receive them 
with ſubmiſſion and obedience. —Affare- 
yourſelf of my eternal gratitude for your: 
friendſhip and protection wy dear Sir, your 
pupil, friend, and ſervant, 3 
| | Epwanp SAVILLE, 
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* 


L ET TER IV. 
Mr. SAVILLE to Mr, MuNDEN. 


SIR, 
AM every much oblined for the regard 
and kindneſs you are pleaſed to expreſs 
for me : but excuſe. me if I ſay, what ſin- 
cerity extorts from me, I cannot uſe the 
methods you recommend, as the only means 
to deſerve it. 
have no reliſh for the ſociety i into which 
you have been ſolicitous to introduce me. 
The men are unprincipled, vicious, and 
overbeacing: the women] beg pardon, the 


ladies—are ſprightly and degagte ; but they are 
not ai all to my taſte, I confeſs, that Lady 


Belmour 1s ſenile, polite, and accomphyhed ; 


but | have imbibed an early pre-poſſeſſion in 


favour of a different ſtyle of female manners, 
which I received from my mother, who, in 


my e/?:mation, was one of the beſt of wo- 
men. She was the viclim of my father's ir- 


regularities, and ſhe died praying for his re- 


or mation. 


PRO 
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formation. She alſo prayed that J might be 
preſerved from the contagion of a bad exam-- 
ple, My father laughed at her prayers, and 
predictions, and prophecies, as he then called 
them ; and for ſeveral years entirely forgot 
them, and the dear ſaint that uttered them; 
but in the days of his laſt /ickneſs they ruſhed 
into his memory, to his bitter grief and regrets 
and reproached him with his paſt conduct. 
He then ſpoke of my mother as a ſupericr he- 
ing; he lamented his cruel and ungenerous 
behavious to her; he exhorted me to follow 
Her example, and to avoid his own; by this 
circumſtance, my opinions and principles re- 
ceived their confirmation, Thus you may 
perceive, Sir, that I can produce my father's 
Judgement, though againſt his practice, to au- 
thenticate my own; and as you profeſs your- 
ſelf his friend, you cannot juſtly be offended 
with me for appealing to him in behalf of my. 
own principles. „ | 
* It was my father's pleaſure to leave me un- 
der your care; on this account I have paid 
you implicit obedience : perhaps | may have 
been too implicit in this 4ſt proof I have given, 
by coming hither againſt my own judgement 
7 and 


2 
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and inclination: however it has ſhewn me 
2 variety of characters, and made me ac- 
quainted with the world, as you call a particu- 
— = 51 VE 
I am afraid you will not think me improved 
by this excurſion; I have neither. altered my 
apinions nor my deportment; the latter I hope 
to preſerve natural, eaſy, and unaffected. I 
do not wiſh te appear any otherwiſe than 
Nature deſigned me, for I deteſt falſehood 
and deceit in every form. I make no differ- 
ence: between /imuletion: and difſimulation.; I 
hate them both. Your noble preceptor is not 
my Oracle; 1 am not ambitious of being 
what he wi/hes his /on, a man of the world. 
T ſhall never make choice of his pupil. for 
my fr:ends; the more 1 fee of them, 264 
* is my diſſike to them. 
When I become my own maſter, which 1 
preſume will be at my return to tun, 1 will 
ſelect my own friends, and be accountable 
to none but God and my conſcience. © 
I have attained the age when the laws of my 
country authorize a man to aft for. himſelf; 
but I ſhall always look on you, Sir, as my 


. Father”. $ * and the man he appointed to 2 
be 
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be my guardian; I diſclaim * every other pre- 
tenſion to your favour; but, as far as my prin- 
eiples will permit, I will always approve 5 
ſelf, ak 7-7 | 

Your obliged and obedient ſervant, 
Ann Say II. 
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Mr Jounzson to Mr. W 


Dr An Stn, Wo 

9 UR letter gave me great PR rl 
for it has ſhewn-me-that yau have en- 

tered fully into my intentions, and that o 

accept me as your friend and monitor. 
- I ſhall directly enter upan my office, and 

my firſt a& of it ſhall be to forward nn let 

ter to Mr. Munden. 

1 am upon the whole well pleafed an! it, 
and yet I think you might have touched him: 
with a lighter hand, for I wiſh you to ſhew: 
him every kind of complaifance in your * 
| | ternal 
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ternal behaviour, tho? not in your actions. 
However, I take it as a proof of your fince- 
rity, and a ſecurity for the ſteadineſs of your 
principles, fince you are neither aſhamed nor 


afraid to avow them, when you are properly 


called upon. I do exceedingly deſire to know 
all that has befallen you at Lady Belmour's; 
and how it is poſſible that in the regions of 
vice you can be . in the ſervice of 
virtue. 

Your ingenuouſneſs bids me hope every 


thing that is right; but, if you ſhould have 
deviated from the firait path of virtue, you 


need not fear to confeſs it to me, for you will 
find me an indulgent friend, and not an auſ- 

My curioſity is excited to know el 
Calypſo is indeed the enchantreſs I have heard 
her deſcribed—how ſhe governs the pupils 
of her academy, how ſhe ſuſtains her conſe- 
quence with them while ſhe lures them into 
her toils. Write every thing that you think 
will be either intereſting or entertaining to 
me, without reſerve. Be aſſured that you 
will meet with indulgence wherever it is ne- 


with | 


1 
ES op 
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with advice where wanted; for I am, with 
truth and fincery, Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend and ſervant, 
"RY ane 


LETTER vi 


* 


Mr, Moxpzx, to Lady Darup. 


Mapan,. ; | 
PR ESUME to ct your Ladyſkip 


with a circumſtance or two relating. to the 


at. boy I lately recommended to, your no- 


tice and favour, —I wrote to him a letter full 
of fatherly advice and .affe&ion ; but the young 
puppy ſets me at nought—tells me he is w:/er 
han I, that my acquaintance are not to his taſte, 
that he is determined to be his own maſter, and 
to chooſe his own friends, If he continues | 
to treat me in this manner, I will give him 


up for ever, and chooſe fome ſtranger to be 


my heir, inſtead of the ſon af my friend, 
1 beg 
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I beg to know your: Ladyſhip's opinion of 
Saville, and to have your advice how: to pro- 
ceed with him. (99435 en een 
He has ſenſe l more than 
ee and genero/ity, but all in the. 
wrong places. — Every canting, whining, un- 
fortunate ꝛ?wreteh has the power to draw his 
money from him; but he is frugal to a. fault 
in every gentleman-like expence.—He has the 
ſpirit to bid defiance to his 3% friend, and 
the mauvaiſe honte in goad campany.. He has 
no afnbition, nor yer the ſoſter paffons, or at 
leaſt he has never fhewn any ſigns of them. 


* 


Whenever I go about. to penetrate into his. 


character, he foils me in the e a 
turns my own weapons upon me. A 

I depend upon your Ladyſhip's penetration 
to diſcover how he is to be managed, and to 
let me know it ; and as you peak of him; fo I 
Mall act towards him, for Þ know: your Lady- 
thip's A: and I rely _ your 
judgement. lam, 
i his [rpg 8. moſt obedient ſervant, 
1 2284 0c net Rrenanp anne 
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Lady Brrasoun to Mr. Morprs. 


R. Munden may reſt aſſured that 4 
Belmour . always. in view the r | 


- SS + ©» 


him, with hen Attontions.; 5 the Do's no reaſon 
to deſpair of making him every thing that his 


Friend wi i/hes h him to be. 


Alter all, men are very imperfect y preceptors; ; 
it is not by reaſon and document that the pe. 
7 Lißb of life is required. See what aukward of 


| buckram figures, the youth ſtep from the ſchool 
and college into the world | IIt is by con- 


verſing with aur ſex they become accom- 
pliſhed ; we cultivate the heart, and poliſh | 
the manners. Men who have had ſenſe and 
ſpirit enough to ſhake off the fetters of vulgar 


prejudices, have acknowleged the advantages 


they have derived from us, and have endeayour- 
ed to extend them to others. There have been 
ſchools of this kind both-among the ancients. 
and the moderns. Greece had her 4/pa/ia's, 
Leontium, and Thais,' The ee 
ps | Alcibiades 
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Aleibiades was an example of the benefits 
of this ſociety. Rome had her Falvia's and 


Aurelia s. And France has had the glory to 
ſtand alone among the moderns, in the reviv- 
ing and imp! oving upon theſe polite academies, 
From the days of the enchanting Ninon, there 
has been a ſucceſſion of /adies who have em- 


ployed themſelves in poliſhing the manners 


of the youth, and cultivating their hearts.— 

We are at this day aiming at an imitation of 
their taſte and elegance, but we do it badly; 
we have loft our own preciſeneſs and ceremony, 
but we have not yet acquired the naivers and 
nonchalance of our accompliſhed neigh- 
bours, However, as all improvements are 
made by degrees, there is great reaſon to hope 
that we may in time acquire them, The. 
ferocity and bluntneſs of this country is giv- 
ing way to the delicacy and refinement of 
the continent; our language is daily im- 
proving and poliſhing, our ladies have an air 
of eaſe and freedom, they throw off the 
primneſs and reſerve of paſt times, and the 
reſtraints of rigid ſyſtems, which inſpire i//;beral 
ſentiments and manners.—In this ſtate of 


improved focitty I aſpire to have my name de- 
ſcend 
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' A MODERN STORY. 23 
ſcend to poſterity, as one of thoſe women of 
ſpirit, who lend their hands to forward the 
efforts of others ; to emancipate the youth of 
both ſexes from the ignorance and freudices | 
of Gothic times and manners. : 

_ Your pupil wears a veil of ſhyneſs and 2 re- 
ſerve. thro' which it is difficult to penetrate : : 
—no matter; we ſhall find out the way to 
make him throw it aſide. The traveller, 
whom the wind and ftorm could not oblige | 
to throw off his cloak, was induced by the 
warm ſun to caſt it away.— We will awaken 
his paſſions, the animating ſun-ſhine of love 
ſhall warm his heart, he ſhall throw away 
the cloak, and we ſhall ſee what kind of a man 


Ws there is under it. 


Do not be e e the event to 
me,—T1 will be anſwerable for the ſucceſs.—1 


1 will tell you every thing that is material for 
== you to know. I am obliged by your conſi- 


I | dence and eſteem, and will approve myſelf, - 
Your ſincere friend and humble ſervant, 
| AMEL1A-SOPyLA-WILKLLAINA Bar nous. 
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Mr. Sarma to Mr. Jonnox, 


My dear MexTon, : 
I LL now diſcharge my ioo by 
giving you a faithful account of all chat 
has paſſed durin g my viſit here : when you 
have the whole ſtory before you, you will 
judge of the nature of my ſituation, the dan- 
gers and temptations that ſurround me, and 
of my ability and intention to eſcape them. 
As ſoon as the king's birth-day was paſt, I 


Teceived a ſummons to attend Lady Belmour 


to. her country ſeat. I was honoured with a 
place in her own coach, with Sir George 


Richmore and Miſs Elford, with whom he 


has a temporary connexjon,—We found ſe⸗ 
veral couples ready=paired in the ARK, (if | 


you will allow me the expreſſion), and wai 1. 


ing our arrival, for none came but what 
brought his mate, or expected to find one 
here — Mr. Morris and Miſs Barnham, Mr. 
Lewſon and Miſs Marſhal, Sir John Lacy 
and Miſs Wilſon.— There was alſo a certain 
Mr. 
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chen ſunk into ruin and obſcurity, and died 
in the Fleet. His wife died ſoon after; his 


- inſenfible to the Pleaſ ures around me. 


9 hands of his creditors; and his affairs can» 


Mr. Armſtrong, who ſeemed to pay his 
homage to our Lady Governeſt, and a Miſs 
La Noue, whe, as I have reaſon to believe, 
was intended for my partner; ſeyeral other 
pairs were expected. Parties of pleaſure of 


a rinds were propoſed, when the ON... 
ot the company ſhould arrive. '- 1» | 


They were in raptures of joy: at our arri- 
ond ; her Ladyſhip welcomed us with "__ 
politeneſs and vivacity. 

My dear friends, welcome 10 aac land of 
wit, love, and liberty ! enjoy yourſelves in 


your own 3 be * * nn 


Ss Jos 

They chatted, 4 Na Garigk and 
tried by every way to ſhow their wit and their 
happineſs ; I was the only perſon that ſeemed 
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This manſion is large and convenient; it 


= Nas to a Weſt India merchant, who 


lived in the great ſtyle for about fifteen years ; 


children were minors; his fortune is in the 


not be ſettled till his eldeſt ſon comes of Age, 
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modate a ander w viſitors : the keeps 
many fervants ; Pal the makes it: A combating; 
that her gueſts ſhall bring none, but be at» 
tended by: thoſe of her own chooſing but 


wiſhed for eaſe, pleaſure, and luxury. 


1 
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who is nom but in his thirteenth year. The 
aſſignees let this houſe to Lady Belmour, an! 
it ſuĩts hier purpoſe exadt ly. ine can ace mn. 
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there is every accommodation that can be 


Fe? ladyſhip is a fine and a graceful wo- 
n, about forty years, but does not chooſe 
to 2 thought ſo far advanced, —** ancient 
Phillis has young graces” fat, but not un- 
wieldy, juſt ** Paimabie embonpoint ;""=—eaſy 
and polite in her deportment, with ſome. wit, 
more ſatire, and way: faſhionable n 
pliſhment. 

She has an air of Seta and affrtance 
bordering upon voluptuowſneſs : when the is 
not pleaſed, it is tempered with haughtin 
to thoſe who have offended her: at other 
times ſhe aſſumes tlie moſt inſinuating air 
arid manner, and wher : ſhe tries to ws 
the is almeſ! "OS x IE 


There 


re - 
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There is an air of ftedom and kvity, and 
yet not abſolute indecency in the conver- 
ſations that paſs -hets after dinner and ſup- 
per. The inorning, every perſon ſpends "as 
he pleaſes ; ſome ride out, ſome walk, ſome 
read ;—the ladies make working parties, or 
ſometimes muſical ones; there is a muſics 


zoom with inſtruments of all forts,' and 
books of the moſt faſhionable compoſitions. 


This is indeed the land of liberty, arid 


here you breathe the air of affluence, luxury, 


and voluptuouſneſs; there is every incite- 
ment offered to every one of the ſeriſes in 
turn; I reſiſted them, and was for ſome time 
merely a ſpectator of the ſcenes before me. 
Lady Belmour behaved with the utmoſt po- 
liteneſs to me, and ſeemed to leave me at li- 
berty to amuſe myſelf as I thought proper. 
When ſhe found that I took no particular 
notice of any perſon, but ſeemed to be re- 


ſerved and abſtracted, and to confider the 


company before me only as ſubjects for ſpe- 
culation, ſhe began her attack upon me in 
the moſt artful manner. She aſked me how 

T liked the country, her villa, her friends, 


the _ the women, and at laſt Miſs La 


2 7 Nous? 
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Noue? I anfwered her briefly. and wy ; 
and to the laſt queſtion, very well. 
She laughed ſcornfully — ls that your iy 
of commending a fine girl, Sir?—Yes, faid 
I, I think. her a fine young woman.—She 
put up her lip; — Perhaps you do not admire - 
a Brunette? What ſtyle of beauty is moſt to 
your taſte ?—It is not complexion, ſaid I, 
nor the colour of the Hair, or the eye, that 
makes a woman attracting. What is it then? 
faid ſhe, ſmiling—It is the tout enſemble, 
which is not eaſy to deſcribe, —Very well, 
Sir, it is eaſier to feel than to deſcribe ; is it 
not? believe ſo, Madam. Well, Sir, go 
on.—-I am entirely of your Ladyſhip's opi- 
nion,--No, not entirely, for you do not like 
Miſs La Noye,—1 did not fay ſo, Madam, — 
No, Sir, but your behaviour does, How 
can you ſee a fine girl, diſengaged, looking 
at you with eyes that ſpeak nothing like diſ- 
approbation or diſdain, and yet pay no 
homage to her charms ? She has wit and ſpi- 
xit as well as form; and you would find her 
capable of converſing, and entertaining you, 
if you would make an effort to ſpeak to 
| her,—1I have no doubt of it, ſaid I; the 
3 | . 
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lady deſerves all that your Ladyſhip ſays of 
her. But why- ſhould” you will me to be 
= particular in my notice to her: if _ 
WJ Ridiculous idea! You are the loſer. I. 
Nou does not want admirers. <1 dare pr 
not, Madam; but I have no pretenſions.— 
== Go thy way, ee 1 thou haſt a 1 but 
10 animation... | EL 
Some of the company came to Us, and, 
broke off the conference. 
| From this day Calypfo and her nymphs 
exerted all the arts of their profeſſion to al- 
| lure me into the ſnares of Cupid; and find - 
ing them ineffectual to ſubdue the ſtubborn. 
heart that reſiſted them, they ſet the men up- 
on me, who exerciſed their wit at every wea- 
pon of raillery and ridicule, - but all in vain, 
I wrapt myſelf up in impenetrable reſerve, 
and baffled all their attempts upon. me.. - 
I declined moſt of their parties abroad; I 
can always amuſe myſelf at home. Some- 
times I retired into the library to read, at. 
others into the muſic- room, and practiſed 
new leſſons upon the harpſichord: but theſe 
ſedentary amuſements affected my health and 
ſpirits ; I began to find exerciſe neceſlary ; yet 
C 3 I would 
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I would not go out: in the parties, but roſe: 

early in the 3 and n or rode 

In one of 5 morning di 1 e 
_acquaintanee. with a gentleman farmer wha 

was walking over his grounds; and upon 
further knowledge I find him deſerving of 

. my friendſhip. I will give eee 

of his hiſtory. 5 

His name is Franklin, a man. of ner 

birth and education; he inherited an eſtate 

of about five hundred pounds a year; he 
married, for love, a woman without a ſhil- 

lng. They ſet out in a ſtyle much above 
their fortunes, and ram out of bounds, till 
they were involved in debts and difficulties. 
Juſt as they were on the brink of ruin, a re- 
lation of Mrs. Franklin, who took no no- 
tice of her while a poor unportioned girl, 
hearing ſhe was well married, left her a for- 
tune of five thouſand pounds, which reſtor- 
ed them to competence and happineſs. Mr. 
Franklin paid off his debts, cleared his eftate, 
took a farm into his own hands, ſtudied 
agriculture and axconomy, and was ſucceſs- 


fal 4 in his — af them: his wife turned 
her 
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her thoughts and attention to the domeſtic 


duties and virtues with equal ſucceſs ; in the 


courſe of ten years they are become rich, 


happy, and reſpectable. | 
Mr. Franklin encourages me to cultivate 


= his friendſhip ; he begins to lay his referve 


aſide, he rallies me on my ſituation ; but he 
has given me a ſerious warning of Calypſo 
aud her nymphs; and ] have convinced him 
of my honour and principles. 

He ſeconds your admonitions, and offers 
me his advice or aſſiſtance whenever J ſhall 


= find myſelf to ſtand in need of them. I 
= often call upon him in my morning excur- 


ſions, and we ſeem to be more. and more 
pleaſed with each other's company. 
You will often hear of him in the courſe, 
of my adventures here. Iwill now conclude. 
this pacquet, and bid you adieu for this time; 
but you ſhall ſoon hear further from 
Dear Sir, yours faithfully, ., 

_ EnwaARD SAVILLE. 
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LETTER R. 
Mr. SaviLzt to Mr. JohRSso W. 
Stn, 


SHALL now proceed in my narration 
without further preface or apology.” Front 


the time I became acquainted with Mr. 
Franklin, I uſed myſelf to call on him fre- 


quently ; and his converſation was a reſource 


from the chagrin I received 1 nf diſagree- 


able ſituation. 


After 1 had been here ſome welks, two 


Jadies _—_ hither in a poſtchaiſe from 


J—-——>, of whom: FT muſt give you 4 


Partealsf aebi. Mrs. Croſby is a wo- 


man of faſbion in every ſenſe of the 1 rd. 
She is lately ſeparated from her huſband ; for 


what woman of taſte and ſpirit can bear the 


inſupportable fatigues and reſtraints of con- 


jugal duties and employments, to which her 
cruel huſband would have confined her? But 
ſhe has found the way to burſt the fetters, and 
recover her liberty. 
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Her companion, a Miſs Jones, of whom 
J have much to tell you. We were ſitting at 
tea when theſe ladies arrived: Lady Bel- 
mour received Mrs. Croſby with open arms, 
and congratulated herſelf and the company 
on ſuch an acquiſition to their ſociety. | 
| She looked very coldly on Miſs Jones, and 


_ juſt nodded to her ; but her chaperon gk 

5 her to alter her behaviour. 5 
ak Let me, faid ſhe, have the honour to re- 

5 concile Miſs Jones to her friend and pa- 

* troneſs; ſhe is now ſenſible that Lady Bel - 

* mour always deſerved that title; and I know 

N your Ladyſhip's genergſity and greatne/s of ſau] 
74 too well, to think you harbour any reſent- 

8 ment againſt poor Sukey for her miſappreben- 

A | fron; receive her once again under your PE 

3 tection, | 

wy At your requeſt, my dear friend, I will, 

a ſaid my Lady ; and, if it is not her own fault, Fn 
'C A ſhe ſhall find me Mill her beſt friend. She | 
men embraced the young lady, who had 

r tears in her eyes (as I imagined) from the 

r conſciouſneſs of having offended her. 1 55 ; 


She courtfied low, but was filent ;—we fat 
down, and returned to our tea,— There was 


C3 in 
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in Miſs Jones's deportment ſomething dif- 
ferent from the females I had yet ſeen in 
this houſe, There was a decency in her 
manners, and an air of melancholy diffuſed 
over. her countenance, which' rendered her 
more intereſting to me than any perſon in 
the ſociety. I was diſpoſed to ſeratinize her 
perſon and character; but Lady Belmour's 
eye intercepted mine whenever it wandered 
towards her; and ſeemed to fay,—you have 
no bufinefs to enquire after that girl.— I was 
the more inclined to obſerve both her and the 
ladies who called themfelves her Aiendv.— 
They ſeemed to treat the young woman witli 
an air of fuperiority ; they called her Subey, 
without any addition; ſhe ſeemed ee 
and humbled before them. 

Lady Belmour and Mrs. Croſby were pro- 
fuſe in their profeffions of friendſhip to each 
other, and in compliments upon the great 
and ſuperior qualities they both poſſeſſed.— 
The words, greatneſs of foul—high fentiments— 
enlarged :deas—liberal minds, &c. flew about, | 
and were as readily accepted as if deſerved; and 
perhaps more fo, for true merit is mode/?, and 
fearful of taking too much to itſelf : how- 


ever 
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ever the converſation this evoning was really 
more rational and agreeable than I had heard 
fince J came hither, and I ventured, $a take @ 
more than uſual part in it. 
The next morning I roſe earlier than ths 
reſt af the company, went into the mufic- 
room, and ſat down. to the harpſichord; 
where I played for two n To: wp 
idea of being overheard.. 
At length I ſpied a — hand = arm 
upon my left ſhaulder, and ſlartedi It was 
Lady Belmour herſelf who ſurpriſed me. She 
las a remarkably ſine hand andiarm; it then 
looked ſo beautiful that I was tempted ta pay 

homage to it. 1 was ſtoppad; by, a violent 
burſt of laughter, that checked me, and mad 
me recolle& that tlie tempter was at my el-- 
bow. Upon my word, Sir, I did not think 
you were ſo great 2 proficient in muſic I 
felt myſelf confuſed and uneaſy at this tete a 
tete. But ſhe relieved me by her eaſy and ſa- 
miliar chit-chat.—Sit ſtill, Saville, faid: ſhe, 
and oblige me with another leſſon. I did ſo. 
She complimented me. What a pity, ſaid: 
ſhe, that you hide your talents as aſfiduouſſy 
as others: diſplay them ! I wiſh. you, were 
| C6 more 
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more communicative to your friends, for their 
fakes, and your own. You are with people 
who know how to diſtinguiſh merit, Sir; but 
you are ſo reſerved, that you will not ſuffer 
them to know your value. F 
Her air and manner were ſo infitting 
that J could not avoid anſwering her polite- 
neſs. She praiſed, ſhe nen me; ſhe tri= 
ed to gain my eſteemi and conſide She 
aſked me how I liked Mrs. Croſby and Miſs 
Jones. My notice of the latter did not paſs 
unobſerved. I anſwered in general terms, 
but with /ceming frankneſs. She ſeemed to 
wind about me in order to gain acceſs to my 
Foe” 1 was n. m_ was _ = 
Orr eee eee was e by N. rs 
Croſby. I was deſired to play again, was 
again applauded and ſolicited, till more com- 
pany. came in and ſummoned us to breakfaſt. 
I-reſumed my reſerve, but kept an eye upon 
the grand enchanirefs,” in order to find out 
what ſchemes ſhe was forming for me; and 
yet at times my heart reproached me with 
ana for her 1 and attention 
to me. "oe. | 


This 
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This day was chiefly ſpent in converſation, 
and we had parties of cards in the cvenung. 
Miſs Jones was filent and melancholy: © 

The next morning I roſe with an inten- 
tion to ride to Franklin's before breakfaſt; 
but, going into the ſtable, the ſervant told 55 
me the horſe was lame. I determined to take 
the air, ſo I une about the fiele s for an 
hour, and then came round into the garden - 
grounds, and done 2 went into a pa- 
vilion, at the end of the pleaſure garden, 
where I ſurpriſed a lady, as ſhe did me. It 
was Miſs Jones; ſhe was leaning her head 
upon her hand, and weeping bitterly. | She 
was very much confuſed at my approach; ſhe 
roſe up, and offered to retire. I begged pardon 
for my intruſion, which J aſſured her was 
accidental, and infiſted on leaving her as I 
found her.— Sir, ſaid ſne, I beg a favour of 
you: Of me, Madam] What can I do for 
you It is, Sir, that you will have the 
goodneſs not to mention your ſeeing me 
here, and ſtill leſs how you found me. —I 
will not, Madam, you may depend upon me. 
I am concerned, Madam, to ſee that you are 
not quite happy. I perceived it yeſterday.” 

1 5 I with 
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E-wiſh it was in my power ta alleviate your 
farrows;—Alas !. ſaid ſtie,, the cauſe of my 
diſtreſs. cannot be alleviated.—Surely it may. 
ſaid I; all human woes may be mitigated ; E 
fincerely pity you, for I believe: your diftrefs: 
muſt ariſe from virtuous motives. She co- 
vered her face with both her hands, — Oh! 
Sir, ſaid ſhe; I believe you are toe good for 
this houſe; If I dared - to tell 8 * 
right have I to trouble you? Hirue 
Dear Madam, if I can be of any en to 
you, do not ſeruple to truſt me? I am a man- 
of haneur, and as ſuch . Dear Sir, excuſe: 
me if I a{k you one queſton Are you any 
relation or friend of Lady Belmour's? Nei- 
ther, Madam. — Well, Sir, I think extreme» | 
ly well of you, for your generous pity to a. 
ſtranger. I am obliged to your good opinion,, 
Madam; but what a: man muſt he be who» 
can ſee an amiable woman in tears, and not: 
with to relie ve her diſtreſs? | 
, Oh, Sir, you are too good to me. You a 
mentioned diſtreſs ariſing from virtuous mo- 
tives. I would not for the world deceive or 
impoſe upon you. I dare not rank myſelf 
with the good; and yet I cau truly ſay that: 
| my 
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my diſtreſs ariſes from virtuous motives. But, 
Sir, the hour of breakfaſt approaches. IL 
muſt not be ſeen with you. 1 ſhall be ſuſ- 


pected of—t know not what; and you will 


be ridiculed. on my account; let us ſeparate : 
perhaps another time an opportunity may 
offer for me to communicate* the caufe of 
my diftrefs, and afk your advice upon it.— _ 
You do me honour, Madam; will you meet 
me here to-morrow morning at ftven o*ctock * 
she pauſed,— will, Sir; I think Iperceive 
in you a man of hondur and principle. T 
will meet you, Sir; but let us not go in to- 
gether.Good- morning, Madam, 1 leave you 
this inſtant.— did ſo, and went round the 
outſide of the garden, and came in at the 
great gate. We met at breakfaſt as. if we lad 
not ſeen each other before. We fpent the 
day in our ufual way, in luxury and idle- 
nefs. I will purſue: the ftory in a new ſheet; 
and leave your in ſufpence at the concluſion 
of this. —Adien! 
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1 Ene K. K. 
Mr. SAVILLE, in Continuation. 


* curioſity was mite! by the morn- 
ing's adventure, and my mind was 
employed the whole day in reflecting upon 
it, and in conjectures upon the ſubject of 
Miſs Jones's ; diſtreſs, - which I made no 
doubt proceeded from Lady e, s de- 
figns upon her. 

Sometimes I fancied this confidence of Miſs 
| Jones was only a /cheme'to draw me into an 
; engagement with her; a minute after, I ſmiled 
at the ſuggeſtions of my fancy, and reflected 
that we are as often outwitted by our ſelves a8 
by others, when we-indulge ſuſpicions of any 
kind. I wiſhed impatiently for the hour 
when I was to meet Sukey ; if ſhe was artful, 
I was prepared to baffle hers, or her patro- 

neſs's deſigns upon me. 

I roſe early in the morning. I balls to 
the Pavilion with a book in my hand, and 
fauntered about for near an hour before ſhe_ 
came 
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eame thither. At length I ſaw her coming 
towards me with a downcaſt eye, and timid; 


aſpect. When ſhe began to n was in a 


low and tremulous voicſe. 1 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, I am afraid you will r 

me very free, upon ſo ſhort an acquaintance, 

to trouble you with my ſtorxy. 
Madam, you honour me by your conſi- 


dence; I ſhall be happy to do you any ſervice 


that is conſiſtent with my principles, which: 
are not exactly conformable to thoſe: of the 
lady of this houſe. - That is what puzzles me, 
ſaid ſhe : you ſeem to know Lady Belmour's' 
character, and yet I find you with her ſociety. 
] ca:. not hither by inclination, Madam, 
but at the deſire of a gentleman who calls 
himfelf my friend. I ſhall not ſtay here 
long; but, whilſt I * Jam a ſpectator, and: 

not an ator in the Drama that is repreſented 
here. Tell me, without ſcruple, howI can 


| ſerve you; I am already inclined to be your 


friend, and I believe _ e will * 
me 1o, 3 fy 

Indeed, Sir, card N x; want a 8 
I will at all events tell you the particulars. of 


my e * and then you will 
judge 
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judge whether I am moſt to be blamed or 
Ntiedt. 
My father and . were upper a 
in two noble families; my father by their in- 
toreſt obtained a place in the cuſtom. 
Their income was ſufficient with prudence: 
to ſupport their family in 2 decent and re- 
ſpoctable manner; but the habit of imitating 
the manners of their ſuperiors, in the way of 
life they had ſeen, made them go to the ex- 
tent of their fortune, and ſometimes exceed 
it: They alſe retained a kind of erviluiy in 
5 their behaviour, which led them ta do:ſervices: 
of euery kind to thoſe who had: it in their 
power to make them certain returns. My 
poor father became at length ſenfible of the 
folly and danger of ſuch a condut᷑t; he is now 
pining under heartfelt grief and remorſe for 
what is paſt ; but my mother continues to act 
upon the ſame principles, though her daugh- 
ter's ruin is one of the conſequences of it. | 
She boaſts of the friends ſtie has made, and 
the conveniences ſhe derives from it. This: 
way of thinking and acting is among the: 
obligations ſhe owes to Lady Belmour. L 
was the firſt - born of this marriage. Lady Bel- 
1 mour 
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f pomps and vanities of the world, and ſacri- 
f ce every thing to them, ſhe had been a faith. 
W ful. ſponſbr; for every precept of hers: was 
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mour was my godmother: if 'ſhe had pro- 


miſed and vowed, that I ſhould eri, the 


directly oppoſite to thoſe: of the Catechiſm. 


| She infpired me with the love of dreſs and 
pleaſure; the lauglied mo out of tliat natural 


reſerve which 18; given hy Heaven to be the 
guard of female [vigtue. ; She taught mo to 
deſpiſe unfa a/hionable- doctrines and perfons ; 
ſhe carried me to: public places, andiſtiewed 
me young women, who li ved in all the gaies 


ties of life, without any apparent meam to 


Ne them. She told me that handſomo 


mis their o own faults. Thus educated; 


thus prepared for ruin, ſhe threw me in the 


| way of young men of high rank and fortune, 
who were OE in all that a 


our ſex. 


[ was gratified by the Niki they pal 


me; I took to myſelf all the merit their flat- 


tery beſtowed upon me; I was intoxicated 


with vanity, or I never could have believed 


that Lord C - would make me his 
wife, 


— — ——— ——ͤ 1Q— — * WR md * X —ů 
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wife, eſpecially after I had been his miſtreſs; 
He perſuaded me to put myſelf under his 
protection; and Lady — his 
defigns,. I fell a victim to then. | 
Here ſhe coveret her face; and wept. RE 
Done! Madam, proceed! ſaid T. I pity you 
with my heart and ſoul; indeed you are more 
to be pitied tham blamed. —She'reſumed her 
narrative. A tranſient dream of pleaſure ſuc+ 
ceeded; but J ſoon awoke to real miſery; 
My weak heart, and perverted judgment, bes 
lieved in promiſes of eternal conſfandy and 
xeverfailing love. Alas! how common the 
deception |} and how comman the too Late 
conviction l In two months the ardour of 
his paſſion abated ; in another he grew tired 
of me, and ſought a new object of his de- 
praved appetite. He began to abſent himſelf 
for a night, then two or three, and at N 
for a week together. a | 
In theſe abſences, the miſtreſs of this * a, 
where I lodged lent me ſome books to read, il 
for I complained of being too much alone; 
among theſe were ſome that opened my men» 
tal 718. and: ſhewed me the miſery of my fi- Wl 
| | | tuation; -p 4 


by fn) 8 . 
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tuation: I was ſtruck with horror and'res 
morſe, and unavailing penitenſeQ. 
1 got acquainted with this good woman, 
and opened my heart to her: ſhe ſaw and pi- 
tied my diſtreſs; ſhe lent me other books 
that ſpoke of pardon and peace to the return 
ing ſinner; theſe I eagerly ſtudied, ang. made 
them my conſtant companionss. 
When Lord C—— a 1 ro- 
ceived him with coldneſs and diſguſt; refuſed 
his careſſes, and ſhunned his preſence. He 
deſired an explanation of this behaviour, and 
I gave him ſuch an one as he did not ex- 
pect. He laughed at my ſcruples and at 


II * 2 * * 1 5 


of my penitence.—Sukey, ſays he, I intended 
ed to come to an explanation with you, but 
| you have prevented me: take courage, my 


girl? theſe fancies will ſoon wear off. I will 
ſend Lady Belmour to comfort vou, and 
to do the office of a friend between us. I 


am glad to find that you are as willing to part 
ad. s Jam. Adieu, my charmer !—So faying, 
le: he went from me, and in an hour after Lady 


Belmour came. She enumerated the advan- 
ages ariſing from fuch connections as theſe; 5 
„ that men were fickle, creatures „ but 
5 8 . „ - hair 
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ttkeir fortunes were convenient to us; that 


feQually comfort me for his ofs. A few 
will make your forcune, and ger you bor 


a begyed her to give me the bond. No, 


and then we fhall talk further on this fub- =y 
Je, faid fie. She left me in the ſullens, 2 


ter humour the would ſee me again. Sbe 
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we ſhould bear with their faults, and make 
advantage by their n= for in TO 
lay our ſtrength and wiſdom. © © 
She then acquainted me that Lord C 
dad depoſned a bond of five hundred pound 
in ker hands for my uſe, which would ef. 


1 
1 made no reply to her Agents but 


my child, not yet, faid ſhe; you are too 
young and ignorant to act for yourfelf. 1 
will keep it for you; and when I ſee a propet 
time, I will either fartender it, or 9 i 
For your ſervice. 

I demanded the bond, ak Bid 15 hab 
earned it too dearly. She laughed. Vou mall 
zo with me into the country in the ſummer, 


The called it; and ſaid, when I was in a bet- 


called — days after; fre _ me a 


3 nem 


neu — at ſhe called it, 40 x ſettle. 
ment, from another party I had not yet 
W fern, I tefufed it with diſdain. Fatked' for 
way bond, and was again refuſed. I was anc 
W ory ; we quarrelled; ſnie ealled me ſaucebox, 
and leſt rae in wrath, ſaying, ſhe would ſee 
me no more till I knew better the value of 
her friendſhip. I reſolved to leave my lodg- 
W ing, to fell all my elothes and trinkets, ard 
W with the money put myſelf into boſineſsz 
but my appearance gave ſuſpiciens of my 
character, and the people to whom I applied 


I defired the miſtreſs of my lodgings to te- . 
commend me to any lady of charater that 
wanted a companion; ſne ſpoke to a widow = 
lady, who took me upon her word, and I 
oyfully went to her houſe. I had not been 
there many weeks, before this wicked wo- 
man found means to inform my protectreſt 
Jef my late connexion with Lord 
Win conſequence of which ſhe diſmiſſed mme 
immediately, without examining into ar 
PE of my ſtory and ſituation. e 
I kept up my ſpirits till this event, and 
* mn forſook me. 1 went hond tem 


father 8: 
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treated me with harſhneſs and impertinence | 
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father's houſe: almoſt; in deſpair. My father 
was moved with my diſtreſs; but my mother 
reproached me with ingratitude to Lady Bel. 
mour, and told me I muſt aſk her pardon, 
before ſhe would receive me to her favou r. 5 
Mrs. Croſby ſoon after viſited my motlier, 
and joined with her to perſuade me to viſit Wi 
Lady Belmour with her, and that ſhe would i 
uſe her influence with her to forgive me, and | | 
to reſtore my Bond. This argument prevail- iſ 
ed with me to come hither, for I knew there 
was no other method to recover it; and if I 
could prevail on lady Belmour to give it me, 
I have now an offer of entering into buſineſs, 
in partnerſhip with a woman of character. 
Since I came hither, Lady Belmour has 
ion to me, that my reconciliation with her 


ROT: 
N [ 


=_ c 
depends upon an implicit obedience to all 
her commands; and that ſhe has expectations i. 
upon me, which will ſoon. be further ex - ii 
plained, and that will put it in my power to 5 


make my own terms with her. 

I dread this explanation; I know too well 
her character and employment. I am fearful 
of being expoſed. to new attacks; of dan- 


„ ap: es inſults, in this place; in 
whics 


A MODERN STORY. 49 


which caſe I have no friend to protect me 


from Lady Belmour's power. I am reſolved 
not to enter into any new connexion ; if I ſhould. 
a find myſelf i in this dangerous ſituation, I will 
4 fly from it; if I could depend upon any 
W friend to favour my eſcape, I ſhould be leſs 
apprehenſive and more eaſy. 1 would not 
for the world engage you, Sir, in any con- 
teſt or difficulty. I have told you nothing 


but fimple truth; 2 ſeek not to conceal or 


extenuate niy faults or föllies; I thank God, 

I have ſeen them early, and am determined 
| to avoid them in future, and to lead a life of 
ſobriety and virtue; but I am diſappointed of 
the means to put my reſolutions in practice, 


and remain at preſent ina very diſagreeable 


and precarious ſituation. I am afraid of 
others, and I am afraid of my/elf; leſt either 
intereſt or pleaſure ſhould tempt me to return. 


3 J have but juſt eſcaped, and ha- 
bit con me the ſlave of vice during my 


life. | | 
Here Miſs Jones ended her narrative, and 
with the greateſt diffidence waited my ſentence 


upon it. I comforted and re-aſſured her; pi- 


. | Du _ tied 


7 us” 


reſerve as hitherto in company, and to com- 


| defigns upon either of us. Aſter this league 


ward girls who continually ſolicited my no- 


ſign upon any of them; but I avoided Miſs 


certain inferences that were unfavourable to 


rived two gentlemen in an elegant poſt- chaiſe, 


$5 THE, TWO MENTORS: 


tied her a. and commended her 
virtuous reſolutions. 
1 promiſed to be her friend and ee 
in caſe ſhe ſhould want my affiſtance. We 
agreed to behave with the ſame diſtance and 


municate to each other every thing that we 
could diſcover in regard to Lady Belmour's 


of friendſhip 1 we ſeparated, and went by dif- 
ferent ways into che houſe, and to our re- 
ſpective apartments. 

After this interview Miſs Jones and I fre- 
quently exchanged courteſies; and I believe 
T paid her more attention than thoſe for- 
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tice. Not a word or action of mine eſcaped 
the notice of Lady Belmour. I had no de- 


La Noue, and I was civil to Miſs Jones; 
and from my behaviour Lady Belmour drew 


her deſigns upon us all. Pen 
Some days after theſe incidents, there ar- 


— A 


with flaming liveries. On the firſt view of 
. | it 


'D rn Sans > N 7 . * 5 Ir 8 0 « = 4 : 
w f 7 ry M. of oe 8 e n 2 . n Sp ms oo, 
n 2 Fo ESE "Ri Es N 5 e n n 
* N 1 WEL fo Oe”. -* tg i 7 8 ATR þ 
S E F n * 8 Bay 


- 5 
F 


X MODERN STORY. 52 


it the ladies exclaimed, It is dear Mr. Liver- 
more? I ran out to ſee this welcome viſitor ; 
when I ſaw ſtep out of the carriage a figure 
that excited ſuch an inclination to laugh as 
I could e e be He was dreſſed in 


Ee that ſet all his ornaments at defiance, 
A broad red face, embroidered with large 

pimples with white heads; a wide mouth | 
fall of yellow ſtraggling teeth, with an af- 
fected ſmile upon it; a clumſy perſon over- 
dreſſed, with an air and manner that beggars 
all deſcription. He walked as if he was 


aancing; he liſped when he ſpoke: if any 


man had ftrove to render affectation detena- 
ble, he would have imitated him. 
This Adonis was accompanied by a Mr. 
Allen, his paraſite : by their reception, you 
would have ſuppoſed they were the moſt 
beautiful and amiable _— the children of 


men. 

Oh, what a world of vile ill-favour'd faults 

Look handſome in three thouſand pounds a 
year ! 
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From tho time this, cher mignon arrived 
here, 1 obſerved Miſs Jones's countenance 
wore. a veil of deep concern. Lady Belmour 
watched every turn of her eye, and every 
look that paſſed between her and me. I 
ſnatched a moment's opportunity, to ſay to 
her, Meet me in the Pavilion to-morrow 1 
morning at fix o'clock !—She anſwered! me 
with caution, becauſe; of ſeveral: perſons | 
within, hearing, Ves, a Jam eg of f 
your opinion.. gots 911. 9 

The next. morning: 1 mw to: my b 5 
ment, by five o'clock, and ſauntered about 
for an hour, which I thoughtas long as three: | 
At length the lady appeared. Madam, ſaid I, 
you are not punctual— How ſo, Sir? I am 
rather before the time. I thought it long: 
but come, ſit down, and tell me what the o- 
caſion of this new cloud of trouble which I 
ſee upon your face. — Alas! ſaid ſhe, I am 
involved in a new perplexity. This cox- 
comb Livermore.—This Adonis, ſaid 1.— 
Well, Sir, this accompliſhed favourite of La- 
dy Belmour ang, Mrs. Croſby, encouraged 
by them, has had the aſſurance to offet me a 


— which J have anſwered with pro- 
<6 per 
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per indignation and conteinpt. Lady Bel- 
monr laughed, ſneeringly,—Pretty/ airs, Su- 
key! and to me that know you Ves, Ma- 
dam, fo you do, to my coſt, I am ſure.— 


Saucy flat! And ſo you think to paſs vour- 
ſelf upon that novire Savilla, for a piece of 


virtuous a ee Bos we 5 and * 


— 


ſhall croſs it. TITS Ts 


Indeed, Alben you are nad; 1 


have no deſign upon Mr. Saville; nor he up- 


on me. — That I ſhall know more certainly 
hereafter; but, in the meun time, pray, 
Ma' am, ho do you intend to diſpofe of your - 
ſelf? —If, ſaid I, your Ladyſhip wool 'te- 


* 
* 


ſtore me the bd in your poſſeffion,: I would 


employ it in trade, and lead a life more ſuit- 
able to my inalination.I believe you. lie, 
child]! ſaid ſhe, haughtiy.— No, indeed, 


* 


* 
a” 


Madam; I am ;/erious im this intention — 


Then you are a Fool, ſaid ſhe, and cannot 


diſcern your own intereſt : but, to convince 
you that I do nat mean to ro you of your 


Property, Iwill tell you my intentions; Lam 


Tall more your friend than you deſerue:? I 
am endeavouring to proturè you am eſtahliſi- 


ment 1255 life. Mr. Livermore has made . 8 
D 3 2 noble 
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Fi - a noble offer; he will ſhare his fortune with 
Wii you, while you can retain his heart, and ſet- 


14 - tle two hundred a year upon you for life. 

_ | You refuſe his propoſal becaufe you do not 

like his perſon; fooliſh prejudice ! or elſe 

. becauſe you have other views, which I per- 

ceive plainly enough, for I am not to be im- 
poſed on by your Magdalen airs. 

As ſoon as you are engaged in a new con- 
nexion, I will put the bond into your hands, 
but not before; for I will not put it in your 

power to reproach me for what is paſt, nor 
yet to expoſe me and my fociety of Friends to 
the animadverſion of the ignorant, the mali- 
cious, nor the hypocritical part of the wo 
by making you independent of me. 
And now, child, you know my fixed re- 
ſolution, and you may act as you think fit- 
ting; however, you will do well to reflect 
upon the conſequences of making me your 
enemy; and, while it is in your power, pre- 
ſerve me your friend, I will ſend Mr. Li- 
vermore to receive your anſwer ; you will ne- 
ver meet ſuch another offer, but do as you 
judge proper.—So ſaying, ſhe left me with 
an air of diſpleaſure and contempt. 
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Soon after, Mr. Livermore came, and with 
all his affectation and grimace declared a paſ- 
fion for me, and renewed his propoſal. To 
have mentioned a virtuous motive of refuſal, . 
would have been to ſpeak an unknown lan- 
gnage to him, and have brought upon me 
the Tidicule and contempt of the whole So- 
ciety: I therefore told him, as plainly as I 
dared, that his perſon was not agreeable to 
me.— Ah, Madam, ſaid he, am I then ſo 


unfortunate as not to pleaſe you? There 
Ir | are thoſe that—Excuſe my fincerity, Sir, ſaid 
o J, but I would rather give myſelf to a plough- 
1. man, than ſell myſelf to a prince. He ſhrug- 
d, ged, fighed, bowed Ab crudele, ingrato, 
tyranno ! adio, mio Caro He danced out of 
the room backwards; and, though my mind 
7 was ſtrongly agitated, I could hardly reſtrain 
& my laughter till he was out of fight ; but I 
ar have been ſerious enough ever ſince. 
"A I ſee no proſpect of recovering my bond 


fatal gift, too dearly purchaſed ! I am diſ- 
treſſed how to act; I am afraid of Lady Bel-- 
mour, and | know not how to eſcape from 
her at preſent ; yet J reſolve to embrace the 

_ firſt opportunity of leaving her. I beg, Sir, 
ys > Ss that 
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that you will give me your advice ; my ſitua- 


tion is critical, and IE continue as 


it 1 . 

You are very. ingenuous, faidT; 1a am ho- 
noured by your confidence, and I will not 
abuſe it. I am this moment thinking how 1 


can be of ſervice to you. Lady Belmour 


thinks there is an underſtanding between you 
and me; let us encourage this notion, it will 
prevent her forming other connexions for 
either of us. I ſhall enjoy great pleaſure in 


deceiving. her penetration, and at the ſame | 


time aſſiſting you. I ſhall own myſelf your 
protector; under this character I will demand 


your bond of her; when you have it in your 


Poſſeſſion, you may employ it as you think 
cheſt, We will leave this houſe together; 
you ſhall purſue your own ſchemes, and you 
may depend upon my friendſhip, and further 
aſſiſtance, if «neceſſary; for it is incumbent 
on me to convince you, it was not merely'cu- 
riofity that made me take a part in what con- 
cerns you. 

She looked 1 3 bluſhed, and 
heſitated; at laſt ſhe ſpoke, —Oh, Sir! yon 


are too good and too generous, to deceive or 
impoſe 
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impoſe on any perſon Lam infinitely ob. 


liged for your good opinion, and for the 


friendſhip you offer me: but, alas, Sir! 
neither you nor I can impoſe on Lady Bel- 
mour: the is as cunning as Lucifer; ſome- 
times I think ſhe can read what paſſes in the 
hearts of people. She will diſcover your ar- 
tifice, and will either contrive to ſeparate us, 
or elſe ſhe Will endeavour to bring our . 
poſed connexion to reality. I warn you of it 
now, Sir, leſt you ſhould hereafter think me 
in any degree acceſſary to her deſigns. —My | 
good girl, ſaid I, I am pleaſed with your 
generous frankneſs; it confirms miy inten- 
tion; only take your part in it, and T will 
take all the blame that happens to myſelf ; 
give me your hand upon it.—She did fo. 
Let us begin our plan directly; We willwalk 
together in fight of the houſe.— Oh, Sir, 
ſaid the, you are not aware of the dangers of 


this ſcheme; if we are ſeen together, Lady 


Belmour will have her plots againſt us Let 
her ſee us, ſaid J; let chem all ſee us, and 
make their rembrles, it will forward myides- 
ſign.— But, Sir, if Mr.- Livermore ſhould 
retent ?!—] ſhould be diverted, and would 
D 5 male 
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make him an object of entertainment to all 
the ſociety; but I know he dares not. 
She came reluctantly into my ſcheme, I 


took her hand, and led her in fight of the 


houſe; we were ſoon obſerved, and ſhewn 


to the reſt. They called us to breakfaſt; I 


led her to the company. We had looks, 
nods, and winks, thrown at us from all 
quarters. Lady Belmour ſeemed in doubt 
whether to encourage or ſeparate us. She ral · 
lied me; I returned it. She called me Cymon, 


and aſked me if that was my Ipbigene or thy 


Sylvia 9— No matter, ſaid I, fo long as it is 
not my Urganda.—She put up her lip. Mrs. 


Croſby took my part; ſhe made Lady Bel- 
mour laugh off her anger. Theſe ſober fel» 
1ows, ſaid ſhe, when their hearts are touch- 
ed the firſt time, are dragons 1 in love and aſ- 


ſurance. 
Finding me ſteady and undaunted, ts 
wiſhed me joy on the diſcovery that I had 


"a heart, I thanked her; and faid, I hoped 


ſhe would let me have the credit of the dif- 
covery. The reſt congratulated me and Su- 


ker; ſhe looked confuſed and uneaſy. 
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Mr. Livermore looked diſdainfully at us, 


and turned all his attentions to Miſs La 


Noue, who received them graciouſly, After 
the firſt opening, they let us enjoy our con- 
verſations quietly. 

This was my fituation when you wrote me 
your firſt letter. I anſwered you, that, though 
in the land of vice, I was engaged in the 
ſervice of virtue; ſince that time, circum- 
ſtances have varied continually. I will ſoon 
ſend you the ſequel of my adventures here, 
which grow every day more intereſting. 

I will now cloſe this pacquet, and ſend it 


under a cover. 


Believe me, dear Sir, 
Yours ſincerely, 
E. SAVILLE» 


* 
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LETTER XI. 


Mr. SAVILLE to Mr. Jonxsox, 
Continuation. 


FTER this project of mine had 18 
place, I took a part in ſeveral parties 
of pleaſure, and made Sukey my companion 
in them. One day that we had been on an 
excurſion, Lady Belmour met us at our re- 
turn with a note in her hand, which ſhe was 
reading.— My ſprightly lads and lovely girls, 
liſten to me] You are all invited to a rural 
ball on Thurſday next.— We all gathered 
round her, and begged to know to whom we 
were obliged for this invitation. 

A gentleman farmer in the next pariſh, 
ſaid our lady, Mr. A. Collins by name, is 
lately come to the poſſeſſion of an eſtate of 
about two hundred a year, by the death of an 
old batchelor, his very diſtant relation. 
This young man has notions in his head, 
that he ought not to live in obſcurity, 
but be known and make a figure among his 
| new 
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new neighbours ; to this end he is going to 
call them together, to celebrate his birth-day: 
he has done us the honour to invite us among 
the reſt, and ſends this note, which 1 ſhalt 
read to you. 

„ Mr. Andrew Collins profes his moſt 
« humble reſpects and compliments to my 


„Lady Belmour, and all the gentlemen 


4 and ladies belonging unto her good fa - 
„ mily, and begs they will do him the great 


honour and favour te give him their com 
„ pany to a farmer's dinner, ſupper, and 


« dance, hey Oak-Hall, on eee 5 
« guſt 20.“ 
Now what {ay you, my children? Shall we! : 
go and give the farmer a leſſon of good- breed- 
ing? Shall we ſhew him how to act his part 
on the ſtage of life, and initiate him into the 
myſteries of the goddeſs of faſhion? what ſay 
you ?— What your ladyſhip pleaſes, was the ge- 
neral anſwer.— Well then, I fay, let us go. 
I foreſee much amuſement, we ſhall meet 
there ſome of the ſaucy ſmall gentry, who have 
had the impertinence to decline our ſociety; 
we will mortify them by our politeneſs and 
bilarity, and we ſhall ſee ſome fine ſubjects 
| | to 
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to exerciſe our wit and humour upon. Girls, 

what ſay you to a gentleman farmer? is there 
any of you that will ſet your cap at him? 
Yes, I will, ſaid Nancy Elford. _. 

I do not give my conſent to that, ſaid Sir 
George Richmore, her paramour ; I cannot 
ſpare Nancy this ſummer, whatever I mw 
do the next. 

Be quiet, Sir Georgy, ad my 8 you 

| ſhall not ſpoil the girl's marriage; thou ſhalt 
have him, Nancy, if thou wilt, and I will 
manage it for thee. 1 know a per/on that 
would ſuit the Farmer better (looking at my 
friend Sukey) ; but ſhe has thougtt proper to 
cater for herſelf, ſo I ſhall leave her to her 
fate; but enough of this Kind. Well, my 
boys and girls, hold yourſelves in readineſs 
againſt Thurſday | : 

As we walked into the drawing-room, I 
ſaid to Sukey Jones, So the poor farmer is 
already diſpoſed of — Aye, faid ſhe, and it 
might have been my fortune, you find, if I 
had been more obedient. — Well, ſaid 1, let. 
them go on at their peril! 

It ſhall go hard, but I will dig a yard * 


their mines, and blow them io the moon 


” with 0 » + OT . % 4 . — if 2 - 
xl \ 2 AE N. 3 — Na 1 * 2 * * 4 £ I 1 
r ER AT x; J/j% ᷣ f AAA ĩͤ v I 19s, . 
7 b C * — n 4 whey: * * 75 > * * F WA — [ 0 N 5 8 —— q * 4 a5 —_—— N * Id S "27" op a 8 ce E 8 F Lak Lu Þ — 
Ae 4 . P n 2 2 2 9 NS 8 Sq 4 1 3 LL FS 8 SY 1 Pg NS: ww RK 2 
L * 2 Fm, F * <6. {5 A Hons 8 4 ES” „ YH LS 2 „ N < Ms Gary Fe * 1 1 = 
7 PUNT en 9 C N. 1 l en E 8 
1 N 7 2 N S f 9 888 8 — — * » 4 7 1 on a. 2 
5 * eee E 


" * - » 3 2 . . 8 
KY 7 ">. 7 p = ot lor: eg: dit = n . 
, c feb 


. 


1 
5 
ol 


SE RR 


e 5 1 
TCC 


- ' 
* 1 
E 


> + AþE 58s 
C 


e 


A MODERN STORY. 63 


| Fair and ſoftly, good Sir, ſaid the, you are 


too adventurous ; take care you are not 
blown up. I fear nothing, faid I. 

All the evening after, we practiſed cotil- 
lions, and other dances, in order to ſurprize 
the e folk at farmer Collins's aſ- 


| ſembly. 


The morning after I ants . and ous 
to Mr. Franklin's. He kindly reproached 
me with my long abſence, and preſſed me to 
ſtay and breakfaſt with him; at his requeſt 
I fat down with him and his family. His 


wife is amiable and obliging; his children 


have the roſe of health upon their cheeks, 
and the ſmile of innocence and peace beau- 


W tifics their features. I enjoyed the dear do- 


meſtic circle, and partook of their * 
neſs. . 1 5 
As we were Gtting at the takle; a gentle 


man came in whom J had never ſeen before. 


He came forward in a genteel and familiar 
way, ſaying, —Sit ſtill, my good friends; no 
ceremony with me, I inſiſt. Mr. Franklin, 
I rejoice to ſee you well, and happy with 
your amiable family. Franklin roſe, and 
took his hand; Welcome, thrice welcome 

| | bome, 
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home, dear Mr. Selby | I hope you-4re new 


come to fix among us !|—I am, Sir I have 
brought my [happineſs home with me, and 


fha!! have nothing to carry me from you 
again.— Lou are then married to Mifs Ben- 
net? — No, I am not yet ſo Happy. Our 
dear mother wiſhed us to be married - at our 


own. village, and I could not refuſe: her any 


thing, but 1 hope it will not be delayed 
much longer.— Is Mrs. Bennet to live with 
you at the parſonage No, my friend, ſhe 


and Miſs Melcombe will refide at the houſe. 


T purchaſed lately, and be our beſt neigh- 
bours; and your family I reckon as the next 
to them in our eſtimation.— Thank you, 
dear Sir; we will endeavour to deferve yeur 


friendſhip.— I know it, and ſet a due value 


upon yours; but a truce with compliments. 
Franklin, I ſee a card upon your table; have 


you not had an invitation to- Collins's ball 


next Thurſday?— Ves; and fo have you, - L 
ſuppoſe ?—You are right; and the ladies, are 


not they too invited ?—Yes, certainly; bur 


they will not go, nor I neither. And why, 
Sir ?—Becauſe Lady Belmour and her gang 


are to be there; the fooliſli fellow thought he 
1 gave 


gave himſelf conſequence by inviting them. 
I ſhall not carry our dear little girls into ſuch | 
company.— Take care of hat you day, Sir, 
for this gentleman is one of Lady Belmour's 
family. No, ſurely Les, certainly. But 
do not be frightened: he is my friend. Thie 
is the gentleman whom 1 mentioned to Mr. 
Butler, your curate; and whorn he | * 
oned to Mr. Jarvis. HY 

Say no more, Butler tas told me all. 2 
Franklin, you muſt introduce me.—F 
roſe, and bowed. | Franklin took a hand 


of each of us, and- joined them: — Sit, pd 


J ſhall be glad to be known to you. — Sit, 


I ſhall be happy to be of your acquain- 


tance, if Mr. F ranklin will anſwer for me, 
ſaid I. — Ves, faid he, I will be your god- 
father to this gentleman, our rector; and 

the worthy ſucceſſor to our late excellent 
-paſtor, Mr. Bennet. — That, Sir! is the 


| utmoſt of my ambition, to be eſteemed 


worthy to be his ſon and ſucceffor.—In 
the courſe of a very agreeable converſation it 
appeared, that Mr. Butler was the perſon 
who gave Mr. Johnſon intelligence of the 


fituation of one Ar. Saville, who refided at 
| the 
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the Iſland of Calypſo: This circumſtance 


ſet afide further ceremony, and in an hour's 


time we became friends, and familiar ones 


too; and the longer we converſed, the more 


we liked each other. Is there not a ſome- 


thing like . intuition, ' which | unites two 
minds formed to love each other, before the 
body has time to get acquainted ? Surely 


there is; and I felt it at the inſtant that in- 


troduced me to this Mr. Selby. 


My heart flew towards him; it longed to call 
him friend; itwiſhed to pleaſe him; it feared 


it might not ſucceed #but ſhould and—by his 
behaviour he ſeemed equally defirous of my 
approbation. He told Mr. Franklin he gave 


him leave to tell me, all he knew of him and 
his connexions.— I do not chooſe to tell my 
own ſtory, ſaid he, but I ſhall be no loſer by 


that; I will ſay with the eaſtern ſage, * My 


tongue is in the mouth of my friend. I an- 
ſwered, that Mr. Franklin muſt alfo ſpeak for 
me; and his mediation ſhould be the ce- 


ment of our friendſhip to him, and to each 


other. 
I left this company with « extreme rebel 
ance, and they were as unwilling to part 
with 
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with me. I tore myſelf away, and came 


home but juſt in time for dinner. 

Lady Belmour interrogated me like 2 
ſchool-boy, and I made her ſaucy anſwers. 
My friend Sukey defired me to teſtify, that” 


e knew nothing of my abſence or return. 


I told her, I did not hold myſelf accounta- 
ble to her, nor to any body elfe, for my mo- 


W tions. —Lady Belmour drew up, and looked = 
ſtately. 


In the evening another coxcomb arrived 


here, Lord S——, Who paid his homage 
to Mrs. Croſby ; the was amiable, charming, 


adorable ! All theſe fellows uſe the fame lan- 


| | guage; I am fick of their ſociety. Aſter 


this ball is over, you ſhall hear from me 


4 Wa 1885 r time I bid you adieu. = 


| Yours, faithfully, | 
4 E. SAVILLE. 
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minds formed to love each other, before the 
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troduced me to this Mr. Selby. 


| him leave to tell me, all he knew of him and 


other. 
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the Iſland of Calypſo: This circumſtance 
ſet afide further ceremony, and in an hour's 
time we became friends, and familiar ones 
too; and the longer we converſed, the moro 


thing like . intuition, which unites two 


there is; and I felt it at the inſtant that in- 


My heart flew towards him; it longed to call 
him friend; itwiſhed to pleaſe him; it feared 
it might not fucceed—#but ſhould and—by his 
behaviour he ſeemed equally defirous of my 
approbation. He told Mr. Franklin he gave 


his connexions.—T do not chooſe to tell my 
own ſtory, ſaid he, but I ſhall be no loſer by 
that; I will fay with the eaſtern ſage, ** My 
tongue is in the mouth of my friend. an- 
ſwered, that Mr. Franklin muſt alſo ſpeak for 
me; and his mediation ſhould be the ce- 
ment of our friendſhip to 12 and to each 


I left this company with « extreme retuQt- 
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with me. I tore myſelf away, and came 
home but juſt in time for dinner. 

Lady Belmour. interrogated me like 2 
ſchool-boy, and I made her ſaucy anſwers. 
My friend Sukey deſired me to teſtify, that 
he knew nothing of my abſence or return. 
I told her, I did not hold myſelf accounta- 
ble 70 her, nor to any body elfe, for my mo- 
tions.—Lady Belmour drew up, and our | 
ately, 
In the evening another coxcomb arrived 
here, Lord 8——, who paid his homage 
to Mrs. Croſby ; the was amiable, charming, 
adorable !' All theſe fellows uſe the fame lan- 
guage; I am fick of their ſociety. After 
this ball is over, you ſhall hear from me 

again for 1917 time I bid you adieu. 
Yours, faithfully, h 

1 SAVILLE: 
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Mr. Jounson to Mr. SAviLLE. ©. 


T THANK you, my dear Sir, for vont 
communications; the ſincerity with 

which you paint every emotion of your own Ml 
heart, as well as others, is truly. amiable, ] 
The former part of Jour conduct is une 5 
ceptionable; but excuſe me if 1 doubt the 

prudence of the, latter: The ſcheme. which 
youhaye ſo haſtily formed, and begun to exe 
cute, is attended with much danger to your- f 
ſelf, and may probably lead you into the la- 
byrinth which you have, -bitherto avoided ; 
and give occaſion to thoſe who have ſet ſnares 
in your way to triumph in their ſucceſs, 

Miſs Jones is, by your account, an amia- 
ble young woman ; her modeſty and inge- 
nuouſneſs have more charms for your un- 
tainted heart, than all the factitious graces of 
her competitors. This game of playing at 
* love generally ends i in good earneſt; 

| | Tam 


| man, you. will not find it eaſy to be diſen- 
gaged; your compaſſion, af not your efteem, 


a thorn in your own heart, and when it is 


„ aur, "7 74.0 T a . : 
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Ia am doubtful whether this precaution wil. | 
come in time bs be of ſervice to you. ns. 
Be not, beer. : Mgt at my 7 re- 


* 


e bel of it, for you "may yet recover, and 
be the ſtronger for your fall. If you have — 
attached yourſelf to an amiable young wo- 


* 


will hold you to her; you Will have planted | ; 
drawn out, the blood will follow. ants 
'You are not one of thoſe barbarians who. 
can burſt, the ketters of the moſt tender of : 
all connexions, and leave a poor defenceleſs 
woman, a woman that loves you, to ſhame, f 
to want, and to the infults of Aa. cruel and in- 
judging world. „ 
TI am not one of thoſe ere monitors. | 
who make no allowances for the paſſions of | 
youth; I know, however, that upon the . 
manner in which theſe are regulated, depends ; | 


the happineſs or miſery of a wan 8 future 
life. : b - 
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A licentious man wanders from one * 
et to another ; he enjoys without love, and 
he leaves the object without regret. ET 

His heart i is corrupted,” and his reaſon, de- 
praved; nothing but a miracle can reſtore 
him to a ſenſe of that virtue he has fo long 
forſaken and deſpiſed; without a reverence 
for virtue, he cannot be induced to go 
through the ſevere proceſs of repentance and 
reſtoration; we muſt leave him to the mercy 
of heaven, not utterly without hope, but 
without a probable expectation of his ever 
being reclaimed. 

With a man of a mined . it is ww 
otherwiſe ; his paſſions. lead him aſtray, his 
reaſon recalls him back again ; he is more 

unhappy than the man whoſe heart is callous 
to every good impreſſion, but there are al- 
ways hopes of his recovery: between ſin- 
ning and repenting, he leads but an uncom- 
fortable life, and he ſometimes, by a violent 
effort of reaſon, or conſcience, recovers big | 
peace and happineſs. m 
But, beſide theſe, how many virtuous men, | 
whoſe principles are uncorrupted, fall into 
errors in their youth, that deſtroy the m 


peach 


peace and comfort of the remainder of Bar, 


lives 
Alas! it needs not much knowledge or 


experience to convince us of the weakneſs 
and frailty of human nature, and the neceſ-, 
ſity. of being continually upon our guard, 
leſt the paſſions defigned to be our ſervants 
ſhould become our maſters, and trample upon 
the moral duties and obligations. 2; 


reſtleſs, uneaſy, and unquiet, and cannot 


find any mk e, till we are reſtored to 


it again.“ 


If you engage in a a ſtate of concubinage, | 
it will prevent your being married ſuitably to 
your rank and fortune; you will probably 
have children, whom you will wiſh to jegi- 
timate, without the power of doing it; your 
heart and your reaſon will pull different 


ways, and keep you in perpetual diſquiet; a 


man can no more be happy with two wives, 


than he can ſerve two maſters, 


Bear with me, my friend, whils I ſet one 
more conſideration before you. You will 


&: 


EE > 
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It ſhould ſeem ( ſays an amiable F rench 
writer) that our natural ſtate is a ſtate of rea - 
ſon; for whenever we depart from it, we are 
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call to mind, that this Miſs Jones fas lived 
with anotber man as his concubine, which 
ſets her in a quite different Upht' than if: ſhe 
ad been yours only, and makes it impſible 
for you ever tb make her your wi A, a citcum® 
ſtance by no means uncommon or improba- 
ble. Perhaps you may now ſtart at the bare 
fuggeſtion, But you are not certain that there 
may not come a time, when' it wilt be the 
firſt wiſh of your heart; you will then think 
of this admonition. X do not ſeek to leſſen 
this young woman in your eſteem, much 
leſs to deprive her of your compaſſion ; I do 
not reckon her among thoſe wlio diſgrace 
their /ex, there is a great difference between 
a'concubine and an harlod. © | 
The holy Scripture makes this d. Ainetios, 
and even to this day it is made in the eaſtern 
countries; but they make ſtill a greater be- 
tween a concubine and a wife; they did ſo in 
ancient Greece, and they do likewiſe in the 
modern. I will give you an inſtance and a 2 
proof of this. | 
Do you not remember, in the Phormio of | 
Terence, the care and anxiety of Chremes, 


leſt his wife Nauſiſtrata ſhould know that he 
1 had 


2 

7 * 
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had cabin with who was at Lemnos. You 
know that a wife, who was not a citizen of 
Athens, was only a concubine. This will prove + 
alſo, that a plurality of wives was not ſo com- 
mon as a certain licentious writer affirms, 
I will ſtop here, and wait your reply, if 
you are not faſt bound in thoſe of fetters 
which ſeem light till you want to caſt them 
F. Leave Calypſo's Hand, and haſten to. 
your ſincere: and'affeQtionate: friend, : Mb. 


Jonxson. 
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= O N Wedneſday two. e SIONS of 
our ſociety made their firſt appearance 
here, A; Mrs. Watkins and a Miſs Freewill. 
The former, à little deformed figure, with 
all the affected airs and graces that render 
deauty itſelf diſguſting: ſhe was patched and 
Painted, trimmed, flounced, and furbelowed, 
till, as Farquhar expreſſes it, you could not 


ſee her head for her tail. The latter, 2 8 

pert, lively hoiden, juſt broke looſe from | 

a  boarding-ſchool, with ſo many natural | 

charms, and ſo many acquired graces, that 

it was not eaſy to diſtinguiſh- between them. 1 

There was however an attraction about her, { 

and ! felt a degree of the magnetiſm, till rea- { 

ſon called me to account, and told me they t 

..* were only ſenſual attractions, and that ſhe t 
| had none for a cultivated mind. 

Before the arrival :of this young e e 

8 


<treſs, 0 Was actually Eebatunge; with myſelf 
| | | whether 
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whether Suſan Jones would not be an agree- 
able companion for me. I perceived in her 


a kind of prudery, more pleaſing to me, 
than an open attack upon my heart; ſhe 


looked as if the wiſhed to pleaſe me, and yet 
feared to pleaſe too much; ſhe had lived as a 


concubine with one man, and I thoyght 
might be perſuaded to cohabit with me upon 


reaſonable terms. In the moments of cool 


and ſober reflexion, I diſdained the vile ſug- 
geſtions, and one glimpſe of a retroſpect with 


you, * dear Mee we them a to 


ase 


My firſt, interview oh this. Ker girl 


turned the ſcale on her fide ; my heart ſeemed 


to want only an object to fix its affections. 
Miſs Free will diſtinguiſhed me early; ſhe en- 


quired who and what I was. Lady Belmour 


introduced us to each other in form: ſhe 
ſeemed to wiſh we might like each other; ſhe 
ſpoke well of each to the other; and told me. 
that Miß Fan bud: 2 e nien for- 
tune. 


fy — nt . this young Dai had | 
eloped from the lady under whoſe care her 
guardian had placed her, and had taken her 
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firſt ſtep into life under the auſpices of Mrs. 
Watkins, who had brought her to Lady 
Belmour's, in order to introduce! her run 
beſt company. 151 io 
This fair — W the: and; on ner 
eyes directly at my heart. I perceived her 
attack, and was upon the defenſive. Lady 
Belmour whiſpered me Oh Saville! what 
an inſenſible wretch thou art! here were a 
girl worthy of the homage of thy heart, 
which thou haft furrendered to that unani- 
mated prude, Sukey Jones.— I was diſcon- 
certed; but, recovering, I ſaid, My heart re- 
fuſes the election of another, it will chooſe 
its own miſtreſs, and be its own monitor; 
Saucebox l ſaid ſhe, be more civilized, or I 
ſhall give thee up to thy fate. .—Notwithſtand= 
ing the airs I aſſumed, I was not eaſy with 
myſelf. I found myſelf exactly in the ſitua- | 
tion of the young een in the Hand 
of Cyprus. tn St ug 
fe me ſentois affoiblir t tous 115 van | 
La bonne education que j avois reguꝭ ne 
„me ſoutenoit preſque plus; toutes mes 
bonnes rẽſolutions S vaneuiſſo vent -e 
ne me ſentois plus la force de reſiſter au 
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mal qui me preſſoit de tous cõtez; j'avois 
meme une mauvaiſe honte de la vertu. 
Une ſecrete et douce langueur s emparoit de 
« moi; j'aimoit deja la poiſon flateur, qui 
_ « ſe gliſſoil de veine en veine, et t pẽnẽtroit 
= 7 e de mes os. 1 4128 
1657775 eee. 2 
T N choke on his Mentor, as one 
departed to the Elyfian, fields, and this en- 
couraged his weakneſs, as being freed from 
the reſtraints of his admonitions: but I 
thought on my living Mentor, and it 
ſtrengthened my reſolution, which before 
was in a tottering ſtate. I remembered that 
J had made myſelf accountable to him, and 
trembled at the impending danger, leſt I 
ſhould by degrees fall into ſuch a ſtate as | 
ſhould not dare to communicate to the friend 
of my ſoul. | 
| Theſe reflexions WES Ta my 8 8 
put me upon my guard both againſt. f 
and thoſe around me. 
The young enchantreſs ſeemed to take | 
pleaſure in teaſing me; the reſt of the com- 
pany took the hint, and encouraged her to 
ai! in doing ſo.— She aſked Lady Bel - 
E 2. wou, 
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3 can he talk hey enjoyed ny — 
1 ment. After dinner we all went into the 
ſ#loon;" muſic” was called for Can My!" Sa- 
ville dance No, f id Lady Belmour; he can 
do nothing that he is deſired or wiſhed to do; 
not give yourſelf any trouble about ſuch 
n inſenſible creature; my dear Miſs Free- 
4 Croſby rallied me upon my want 
f courage to anſwer” ſo fair à challenger, 
1 ſtarted up, bowed, and preſented my hard 
to the lady. I had the good fortune” to ab- 
quit myſelf to hers and the company's fa- 
tisfaction. The Syren danced charmingly. 
Several minuets were danced.” 1 performed a a 
ſecond with my friend Miſs Jones, ho 
ſeemed pleaſed with my attentions: Miſs 
Freewill toſſed up her head with an air of 
contempt, for Sukey's minuet would not d 
after hers; but 1 remembered my ſittration, 
and tliought it fafer to continue my notiee to 
er. LIM „ 55M oN 
ot Lady BehtourtdtitladednaylunettX,— 
| T hope, faid I. I have eonvinced your ad- 
1 hip, and the company, that 4. dont alwayie | 
iT refuſt their commander You Ere ia fr Ag 


a 4 eereatiß 


» . 
* | y * — 
: * F * 5 : 5 a My K " 2 a” i 2 by : 
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creature, ſaid ſhe, you can pleaſe if you will, 
but you are an humouriſt, and are not to be 
adviſed. I ſuppoſe if I ſhould call upon you 
to- morrow evening to dance a minuet, yon 
will refuſe me?—No, Madam, I will not, if 
you give me that lady for my partner. Well. 
ſaid ſhe, that is ſomething like: I ſhall try 
you.— In the evening I was called out: to a 
perſon who wanted to ſpeak; with me. ItwW-ãꝓe 
Mr. Franklin's ſervant, who brought a detter 
from his maſter, which he was ordered te de- 
liver to none but my on bands The 
ae follom::" Fife: 21 1 15 . 1. 316 & 
1 b 55 2 1 P 1 e141 
1 ects eb Taft e A 1% % 
WE ate informed that Lady We in- 
tends Mr: Collins the favour of recommend- 5 
ing a partner for life, as well as for to-mot- 
row evening, of which you dropt a hint allo = '< 
at our:laſt meeting,» It is reſolved/-6nour 7 
part, to warn him of his danger f | os 
fiſt him-$0'eſeape ii. Sp 
The principal reaſon. of an you this 
vals; is, to inform you that there will be 
ſome groteſque figures at Farmer Collins's 
ball wem D who fare not entirely un- 
. | * 4 known : 
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know, nor to gueſs at them, nor their huſi- 
neſs there, nor to give the leaſt hint, as 
well —we know—we could * we wand. 
W e 11 1 4 # l 5 1 
Perhaps there may be of this a 
rr. girls, who might compare with any 
of Calypſo's nymphs; we will allow of your 
cCurioſity in reſpect to them, —_— cannot 
diſcover more than you w.. | 
If you behave to our ſatisfaQtior e 
ſtand a chance to know and be known to 
them hereafter. So wifhing ann. 
ble partner for the evening, 
I remain your faithful friend, 
* obedient ſervant, 
u FRANKLIN. | 


Wedneſday afternoon. 

151 put my letter "nity into a W 
pocket, and returned to the company: they 
were inquifitive ; but I evaded their queſti- | 
ons. Miſs Freewill firted with me evident- 
ly, and her forwardneſs was the only ſhield 
againſt her attractions. To avoid the dan- 


ger of her eyes. I directed my attentions to 
Miſs 
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Miſs Jones, who was treated rather cava- 
kerly on my account; I danced with her till 
fupper- time, after which we bro ; into _ 
rien ur 227 ie een een, 
We ſeparated een re- 
ſpective ar W ourſelves for 
e morro w.. r , HT NED 
My next will give: you an account of the 
other ſubjects, and particularly of my depar- 
ture from hence. een; 


2 H 
wn 
1 
have 
* 
. 
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Mr. Saris to Mr, Jounsox!” 


. b th Rott rtf 
| THAN K you, my hs paternal. friend, 
for your” wiſe and ſeaſonable admonition, 
it came in time for me; and yet it might 
have come too late, if ſomething unfore - 
ſeen had not interpoſed between me arid the 
dangers you foreſaw, which were: increaſing 
every hour, and came ta a cx: . rs before your 
letter reached. me the 

1 have a long ory" to tell you, but muſt 
1 all the circumſtances in the order in 
which they happened, that you may have the 
whole before you; ſome of them are very 
| intereſting to me, and will probably decide 

my fate, and my happineſs or 2 8 in my 

journey through life. 8 
Il Will begin with the ruſtic ball, of which 

I promiſed an account. It was determined 
by our. Lady Preſident, that we ſhould de- 
cline the 3 invitation to dinner, and not go till 


the evening, When . at Collins's, 
we 
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we were ſhewn into 2 large old- faſhioned 5 
wainſcotted hall, well lighted, by a con- 
trivance of fixing bits of clay all round the 
room, and putting candles into them. There > 
was a great number. of -oaken planks | laid ö 
acroſs chairs at convenient diſtances, ſo as to 
make ſeats for all the company. The ac 
commodations, though, ruſtic, were conve> : 
nient, Round every candle ſocket (as 1 
may call it) was 2 wreath of. | green, inter- 
mixed with flowers, Which had A good ef 
fect. Our arrival ſeemed to put the houſe i in 
a buſtle; our hoſt came: and paid his compli- 
ments, and acknowledged the honour that was 
done him, in a a manner courteous, though | 
awkward. | He- was dreſſed in a handſome 
ſuit of ſecond mourning, and his hair very 
tolerably. dreſſed, for which purpoſe a hae: - 
dreſſer was fetched from the town of 1— | 

filk ſtockings, - and every article of his ares | 
in a ſtyle above his ſituation; and indeed he 
looked as if he thought it added much to his 
conſequence. After the firſt. compliments, 
Lady Belmour, with the moſt polite and in- 
finuating air and manner, took Collins“ 8 


hand (which was. none of the ſofteſt), and 
"— with. 
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with the ſmile of a goddeſs ſaid, My dear 
Sir, will you give me leave to recommend a 
partner to you for this evening: — Collins 
bowed - bluſhed — hefrtated. —I faw in a 
moment that the hint had been given.—Ma 
—Ma—Madam—ſaid he——I—I—I—have 
conſulted a friend who underſtands theſe mat- 
ters better than I do; and he has told me, 
that it is cumſtomary, upon theſe occaſions, to 
change partners every dance ; and I intend, 
if your Ladyſhip has no objeftion, to follow 
his dire&ion ?—By all means, anſwered our 
Ladyſhip.—The reſt of the company encor- 
ed, By all means, —But Sir, ſaid ſhe, will you 
not introduce us to the reſt of your compa» 
ny ?—Madam, ſaid he, I will bring them to 
you, for, our parlour is too ſmall now the 
company is increaſed.— He went out, and in 
three minutes returned, followed by a nume- 5 
rous company, compoſed of all the Principal | 
farmers, with their wives and daughters ; 
' ſpruce tradeſmen ; and ſmall gentry in the 
neighbourhood. We ſaluted them in the 
politeſt manner, and deſired them to be ſeated. 
Collins, by the affiſtances of his friend 
( whom 1 ſhall introduce to you by and by), 
acquitted 
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acquitted himſelf very properly as maſter of 
the houſe, and the ceremonies-alfo ; he ſeat- 
ed our company on one fide the room, and 
the Teſt on the other; the mufic was called 
for, a very decent band; they played a piece 
or two by way of prelude, and we were pre- 
paring to dance, when a knocking was heard 
at the outward door; it opened, and two 

couple of ſtrangers made their appearance ; 
the women were maſked, the men painted 
and diſguiſed; one ſeemed a ſailor, the 
other a farmer of the loweſt order. The lat- 


ter came forward, and made an awkward bow 


before he fpoke.—Hearing, ſaid he, that 
Maſter Collins had a feaſt on this day, we 
made bold to come hitherto ſee the enter- 
tainment, and toicongratulate him on the in- 
creaſe of his fortune, which will be a Being 
or otherwiſe, according to the uſe he makes of 
it. My name is John Bull; my comrade's, 
Sam Bowling; theſe girls are our ſweethearts; 
that is enough to ſay about us. For the 
reſt, we muſt truſt to Maſter Collins's hoſ- 
pitality for our welcome.—The attention of | 
the whole company was drawn upon theſe. 
maſkers, for ſuch they were. Collins wel- 

; comed 
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: awed them with an air of eaſe and freedom, 
that ſhewed he had been advextiſed of their 
viſit. They took their places amon 


Plan a minnet. G 785 Gesinde 
Collins 1 up por 3 — * a 
wu that-ſhe would do him the honour to 


open his ball, and. to take out a gentleman | 5 


whom ſhe thought proper for her partner. 
My Lady. looked aſtoniſhed at the politeneſs 
and propriety of this addreſs (which. 1 plain- 
ly. underſtood as a part of the leſſon ] he had 
been taught); ſhe anſwered, Then, Mr. Col 


Uns, I ſhall take no other than yourſelf... He 
bowed to the ground, took her hand, and led 


ber down with a very good grace, and look» 
ed leſs abaſhed than could have been expect 
ed. But wot you well, the youth had been 


dancing: maſter, and. was prepared to exhihit 
his perſon in a minuet, to the great aſtoniſh, 
ment of all his friends and neighbours, who 
ſtared inceſſantly, and could re believe 


Weir on c 8 


ng the far- 
mers families. The ſeeming farmer nade a 
ſign to Collins, nod FROSTING the muſic, to, 


7 1 


in training a month before, under an itinerant 


ha. A ; ry 1 
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Collins walked his minuttzfor-it-couldingt 


be called dancing. but;ſearhed in continua 
fear of blundering: my lady doo ked like the 
goddeſs of eaſe and plenty; and moved very 
gracefully:> Any body, unacquainted with 


her character, muſt: have been prejudiced in 
her favour. She behaved with ſuch polite- 


nefs to Collins, as helped him through the 


part he was acting and which he performed 
better than could he expected he handed my 
lady back to her ſeat witli great applauſe; the 

poor fellow puffeil:and blowed, and wiped his 
face; he had worked himſelf into a violent 
perſpiration; and it was ſome minutes before 
he recovered his voice or his courage. When 
he was able, he aſked my Lady to tell Him 
it as the greateſt favour ſhe could do him 
She was pleaſed with the office, and called out 
Lord 8. — and Mrs! Croſby; they danced 
2 very good minuet; Sir George Richmore 
and Mifs La Nous; Mr. Morris, : and Miſs 
Elford. Mr. Livermore and Mrs. Watkins! 


never did I ſee a coνf˙⁵¹e more completely xi · 


diculous; a mile or; à mer fat upon the 


| | 35 of ee company.. Mr. John 


22 Bull 


1 
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# 


Bull laughed without fear or ceremony; I 
edged towards him, to take a nearer notice of 
him. Neigbbours, ſaid he, thoſe figures 


they are of uſe to thoſe who can obſerve 


what they ſee, for they make faſhion and af. 


fectation as odious and contemptible as they 


ought to be. Lock at them, and then you 
will learn to deſpiſe them, and ſuch as imi- 
tate them I approached him Have a little 
mercy, farmer, 1aid I !—No, ſaid he, Iwill 
have none, I am here, like the Clown in the 
old comedy, to point out folly and to chaſ 
tiſe it. Look to yourſelf, young gentleman; 
if you deſerve my laſh, you ſhall feel it. 
Indeed] faid I. I will then look about me, 
and know my company.—Be quiet, Saville, 
ſaid he, obſerve your directions, and get 


away to your own company.— I was about 
to reply, when I heard myſelf called out. 
Lady Belmour ſaid, I now expect the pers: 


formance of your promiſe. With pleaſure, 


ſaid I; and immediately took out Miſs Free- 
will, whofe face glowed with apparent ſatis» 
faction. She danced capitally; I did my 
| beſt, and we were warmly applauded. —This 

wr: minuet, 


12 


le 
il 
if 
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minuet, ſaid Lady B—, makes amends for 


the laſt, in a whiſper to me. I bowed, and 


went back to my friend John Bull.— Will 
you do me the favour to correct me, ſaid I ?— 
Go your way, and do not be vain; ſaid he.— 
J was again called away to join in a cotilion, 
which was not too well performed; after 
which I went in ſearch for the farmer; but, 


Y inftcad of him, I met with the failor.—He 
took my hand; What cheer, brother? -I do 


not know yet, ſaid I, till J am better ac- 


F1 quainted with my company.— What, ſaid he, 


are you ſo pleaſed with the farmer, that you 


have nothing to ſay to his companion? 
Not till he has introduced me to him, ſaid 
1,—Avaſt there! Tam his kinſman.— What 


of that? Vou need not be aſhamed to ſhake 
hands with a ſailor; mind that, brother: 
perhaps I could ſhow you a tight little brig 
under my care, as well worth your attack, as 
any of thoſe fine-rigged frigates there, with all 
their colours flying.— Perhaps ſo, ' ſaid & 
but, if I remember my inſtructions, I am | 
forbidden to enquire too much.—You are 
very obedient, ſaid he; perhaps it was only 


deſigned to whet your curioſity. It is true, 


they 
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they are not to be gazed, on by profane or 
vulgar eyes, but that ſhould. excite you the 
more.— Vou deal in paradoxes, ſaid J. 
Show me to the reſt of the company 
Not yet, ſaid he; but when the fine folks are 


ſet into dancing, I will make; a,/ignal,-. and 
you may follow me out if you think it | 
worth your while, —t ſhall expect. it impa⸗- ; 
-tiently, ſaid. 1.—While we were. ſpeaking, il | 
the forms were removing, and they . were 
preparing for country dances, ,- I ſaw, Lady: 
Belmour in conference with the farmer, who 
ſeemed not to ſpare her any more than the ] 
reſt of the company. I got near enough to ! 
hear them, and obſerved that ſhe had the 0 
addreſs to elude all his arrows of wit andi ſa- n 
tire, and returned them with ſuperior, cour- a 
teſy and politeneſs. I heard him ſay The Bl + 
deuce is in the woman! Will you neither d 
fight nor fly Neither, ſaid. ſhe, but I will n 


ſtand my ground. 1 am ſure that yon gare 
ſomething above your appearance, and Lwil 
take my revenge on you for your imperijt 
nence, by commanding you to dance a minyet 
with me.— I dance I play the monkey. Not 


1 ovens —EHarkee, friend, Rig. ſhe;; vn mul Þ 
either 


S. = „ 8 
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either ght or fly, in ſpite of your witand'/atirh, 
As a gentleman, I can take your reproofs, and 
reſpe& your intention; but as a "clown, T 
cannot ſubmit to them, ' but will deſire fome 
gentleman here to turm yo out of the room: 
ſo now you know the alternative. There is 


ne, ſaid he; I find myſelf obliged to accept 


your challenge; I refpe& your wit and polite- 
neſs, and would be amoneſt'the foremoſt to 
pay homage'to it, if your heart were as good 
as your exteriors. She bit her lip, and bade 
him call to the muſicians to play a minuet. 


| I was all aftoniſhment, atid they ſoon had a 
W large cirele round them. The farmer dan- 


ced in character, and made ſome extraordinz- 
ry geſticulations; but at the concluſion he 
aſſumed the gentleman; and making a bow, 
thanked her ladyſhip for the honour ſhe had 
done him, and at that inſtant I revognifed 


: [my friend John Franklin in him. 


He came to me ſoon aſter. I have made 


ud governeſs feel my laſh; and T ſhould 
have ſaid more to her, but her politeneſs 


checked me, and her wit over- matched me. 
You are the firſt character here to- night, far- 


mer, ſaid 1; but I am afraid you will become 


too 
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too remarkable, and be obnoxious to the 
diſpleaſure, and perhaps the revenge, of ſome 
people here. I fear nothing, ſaid he, my 
motive is my ſupport ; I came hither to keep ; 
my country neighbours from being dazzled MW 
by the falſe glare of faſhion and folly: I have 
ſhewn them the reverſe of the picture, and 
they look upon your lady Belmour with the 
contempt ſhe deſerves.— And do you think 
you are not known :I care not much, aid i 
he; but ſhe and her crew don't know me; 
nor you of courſe.— There you are miſtaken, 2 
ſaid I. You are my friend Franklin. —Huth, 
ſaid he; go to your company, or 1 will bill 
even with you,—l give you leave, ſaid I. 
What fine girl is that you took out for your 
minuet? Is that your Miſs Jones ?—No, ſais I 
1; it is Miſs Freewill ; how do you like her- 
She dances too well to pleaſe me, ſaid he 
How is that explained ?—I would not for the 
world that a mifreſs, a /i/ter, or a daughter 
of mine, danced ſowell.—And why ſo he- 
cauſe ſhe muſt have loſt the % bluſh of vir 
gin modeſty, before ſhe could exhibit her 
perſon to the utmoſt advantage. Addiſon 
gays, that ĩt is immaral i in a woman to look a- 

well 


N well as it is poflible, it indicates too much. 
But the morals of Addiſon are now grown 
Wobfolete, and I talk like an old fellow of the 
at age. You ſpeak admirably well, faid I, 
agree with you and Addiſon. And do you 
; read the Spectator, ſaid he, and dare you own it? 


Il am proud to own it, and ſhould be more 
ic o to be governed by the rules of it. But a 
k truce with moralizing ; I long to know your 
id friend the ſailor, and to ſee the girls you 


Whave in charge.—You ſhall fee them in due 
me, Saville; but go now and take a partner, 
ie dance is begun. 

I faw Miſs Jones without partner; T 
Went directly to her, and we danced through - 

; it: after it was finiſhed, I ſaw the ſailor 
raving his handkerchief upon his ftick. I 
W-xcuſed myſelf to my partner, and followed 
im out directly. He led me into a diſtant 
oom, where was Mr. Selby, Mr. Franklin, 
nd the two laſſes in maſks; I ſaluted them, 
nd they welcomed me.—T wiſh you all fuc- 
ess, my friends, in your laudable undertak- 


her ng. — We have ſucceeded, ſaid Mr. Selby; 
ſon he young fellow knows his danger, and is 
ware of it; and the good people of the vil- 
| lage 
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lage know how to en, fine people at 
the hall. x + 

| You have. done more 3 8 ſaid I; n 
you, have taught Mr. Collins how to acquit 
himſelf properly on theſe occaſions. ., But 
leaving this ſubject; — Have I not a right, 
Mr. Franklin, to expect that you ſhould gra. 
tify my curioſity, which you have evidently 
intended to raiſe.—Explain yourſelf, ſaid 
Mr. Selby.—It is I that muſt explain, ſaid 
Mr. Franklin; but firſt let me introduce you 
to one who longs impatiently to take your 
hand.—So ſaying, he called back the failor 
who was going out at the door : Sam Elliott; 
come . hither firſt ! When inſtantly the 
ſailor came, and offered me his hand. — This 
young man, ſaid Franklin, is a kinſman of 
mine, who i is deſirous to be better known to 
Mr. Saville. He is really a ſailor, as I ama 
Jap; Jo that we can hardly be ſaid to aft 
a part in the Drama, for the charm i are 
our own. _ | 
We ſaluted in 2 an manner, 9 6 
then ſaid, Still it remains to introduce me to ſti 
the ladies. 1 expect that you make me d. 
amends for the ſuſpenſe you have cauſed.— 
Non 


— 
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W Now comes the explanation, ſaid Franklin; 
L do confeſs that I have excited Mr. Saville's 
curioſity, ; but it is you, Sir, that muſt gra- 
tify it. J have given him leave to expect an 
introduction to our two girls here, 
Mr. Selby laughed. Surely there noni 
not ſo much ceremony to introduce him to 
two country girls, whom he muſt think un- 
worthy. of his notice, after the Freewill's and 
Jones's. who are contending for it.—Spare 
me, dear Sir! ſaid I, I profeſs myſelf an 
admirer of beauty, when adorned by virtue 
and ſimplicity of manners. Do not preju- 
dice, theſe ladies againſt me; I am no favou- 
W rite of any ladies here, nor have I any fa- 
Vourite amongſt them, but I aſpire to the fa- 
vour of the worthies of the ſex, and diſclaim 
all other intercourſe with it, Mr. Selby 
imiled : Hear him, ladies; hear him! 
This is Mr, Saville, whom I have told you 
of already. Sir, this is Miſs Bennet, my 
vife elect; I mention this circumſtance, that 
Dou may guard your heart. He laughed at 
Ichis precaution, and then unmaſked the la- 
; dy, and ſhewed me a very ſmart and agree- 
able brunette; with an intelligent eye, and 
an 
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on occaſion ! I begged her to think favoura- 


Franklin took the other lady's hand, and 


night. She ſeemed to unmaſk reluctantly; 


eyes the lovelieſt maiden they ever beheld; 2 


tyrant, and ſuch dimples as Love himſelf 


perfect modeſty, without any mauvaiſe honte 


an arch ſmile, that ſaid, I can be a wag up- 


bly of me, 1 the company ſhe 


found me in. 
She courteſied gracefully and filently. Then 


led her to me.—This, Sir, faid he, is Miſs 
Sophia Meleomb, Miſs Bennet's foſter-ſiſter, 
and the ſiſter of her heart, who honours me 
with her company under my protection this 


Franklin aſſiſted her, and diſcloſed to my 


fair complexion, dark blue eyes, with long 
eye-laſhes; auburn hair, inclining to the 
cheſnut ; a ſmile that might have diſarmed'a 


might point his arrows at; an air of the _—_ 


ſhe looked intelligence, delicacy, and Foe: 
neſs. I ſtood ſurprized like another Cy- 
mon, and could now have told Lady Bel. 
mour that I had really found an Iphigene. Ii 
gazed ſo intently, that I paid my compli- 
ments awkwardly, and with ſome confuſion. 


She bluſhed at my gazings, and ſeemed to 
Þ-  withdran | 
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withdraw from my notice. I recolle&ed 

myſelf, and aſked her to honour me with her 
hand in a country-dance.—No, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 

not after ſuch dancers as you have engaged 
this evening.—I hope this will not hinder 
vou, Madam No, Sir; excuſe me, I ſhall 
not dance at all. I am very ſorry for it. 

I made the ſame offer to Miſs Bennet, who 
alſo declined it very politely. They both 

ſpoke in praiſe | of Miſs Freewill's dancing, 
and ſaid it was pity ſo fine a young lady 
ſhould have fallen into ſuch company. I 
agreed with them. —Why, ſaid Mr. Frank- 
lin, don't you warn her of her danger? does 
your knight- errantry extend no farther than 
W to Miſs Jones ?—I do not deſerve that re- 
W proach, faid I; the caſe is very different. 
W Miſs Jones came hither againſt her inclina- 
tion; Miſs Freewill came of her own accord, 
nay, eloped from her friends to come; the 
W one is trying to eſcape the ſnares ſet for her, 
che other is running blindfold into them. To 
warn her, would be to raiſe a hornet's neſt 
about my ears.—You ſay true, ſaid Mr. Sel- 
by; but if that young lady is yet uncor- 
rupted, one would with to ſave her from 
Vor. I. F ruin.— 


- 
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ruin.—Let the farmer give her a hint, ſaid 
I; his aſſumed character will warrant ſo great 
a liberty.—I will find an opportunity to do 
it, ſaid he, in the courſe of the evening.— 
Mr. Collins came in at this time; he looked 
round him, and was ſurprized to ſee me 
there.—He bowed. Sir, ſaid he, you are 
. enquired after in the ball- room. — Mr. Selby 
ſaid, This gentleman is our friend. — Then, 
ſaid Mr. Collins, I may ſpeak before him. 
Pray, Sir, where ſhall we have our cold cor- 
LECTION? There are none of the parlours 
big enough for the company. 

Let a table be ſpread in this room, faid 
Mr. Selby, and let them come in parties, a 
few at a time; that will be much better than 
the parade of a ſupper.— Very well, ſaid 
Collins, it ſhall be ſo then.—He then ap- 
proached the ladies, and aſked Miſs Mel- 
combe to take a dance with him, leering at 
her in a way that diſpleaſed me. She made 
him the ſame anſwer ſhe did to me. 

Mr. Franklin was going into the ball- 
room, and aſked me to go with him. I took 
him aſide, — Tell me, ſaid I, who is that an- 
He ſmiled. —She is a virgin wi- 


3 8 dow.— 


K. 


gel ? 
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dow. —A virgin widow | You have raiſed 
my curioſity, and you ought to gratify it.— 
This is not the time for it, ſaid he; but I 
will do it briefly. She was engaged to young 
Bennet, the fon of our late rector; he was a 
fine promifing young man, who died in his 
twenty-ſecond year; which misfortune ſo 
affected our excellent paſtor, that though in 
appearance he was perfectly reſigned, yet 
from that time his health declined. Mr. Sel- 
by now enjoys the living he would have in- 
herited ; and he is the ſon and comforter of 
Mrs. Bennet, who is one of the baſt of 
women. 
I muſt aſk Mr. Selby te to let you into the 
particulars of the family, and its paſt and 
preſent fituation ; and you muſt wait with 
patience the time and ſeaſon for it. | 

I will do ſo, ſaid I; but excuſe my preſent 
curiofity ;—Does Collins aſpire” to To 
what? To that elegant creature? 

So, ſo; what put this thought into your 
head? His looks towards her. Upon my 
word, your obſervation is haſty, and ſo is your 
apprehenſion. Let us ſtop here. However, 


Iwill tell you, ſhe is above Collins) s hopes 
F 4 and 
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and expectations; her rank and family are 
ſuperior to yours, Sir. Let this ſuffice at 
preſent ; let us return to the ball-room, I 
am going there.—Do ſo; I will only take 
my leave of Selby, and follow you. 

I went back, and took my leave of him 

and the ladies. He ſaid, I ſhall be glad to 
ſee you, Sir, at the parſonage. 
1 left them reluctantly, and returned t to 
the ball- room, where I found Franklin talk- 
ing to Miſs Freewill. I kept back, till he 
made me a fign to advance, and I then took 
his place. Miſs Freewill fitting ſtill | ſaid I, 
how is this It is becauſe I choſe it, ſaid 
ſhe. That ſtrange man has been talking to 
me, and ſaying the oddeſt things !—I dare 
ſay they were ſincere at leaſt, ſaid I, for he 
ſpeaks bold: truths. 

Why he ſaid ſome things. that blue 
me, ſome that morti fed me, and ſome that 
frightened me. Do you think I may believe 
him? What is your opinion of him! i 

1 think he aſſumes a low character, in or- 
der to be of ſervice to ſome perſons in this 2 
company.— So I thought; for he has a great 


deal of wit, and as much latire.— Truth, ſaid 
I, 


os INS, 
n 
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I, has a harſh countenance to thoſe who are 
unuſed or unwilling to converſe with her. —So 
it ſeems, Sir; for he tells me that I dance 
too well, and he does not like me for it; that 
it is immoral for a woman to dreſs too much, 
and to diſplay her charms to all the world. 
He told me that I kept very bad company, 
and that, as a friend, he adviſed me to leave 
it as ſoon as poſſible. He ſaid, I ſuppoſe. 
you expect to be married? Let me tell you 
that no man in his ſenſes would marry a wo- 
man that had ever ſet her foot OVER Lady 
| Belmour's THRESHOLD. He made me 
ſome compliments, but they- were mixed 
with reproof; and hinted, that there were 
ſnares and pit-falls in my way, and that I 
might fall. into them before I was aware. In 
ſhort, he gave ſuch a character of the houſe 
Jam now in, that I do not know what to 
think of my ſituation; he ſaid, that you were 
the only honeſt man in the family, and that 
might appeal to you for the truth of what 
he ſaid; and added, that he would not an- 
ſwer for you, if you ſtaid there much longer, 
for the houſe was contagious, and the plague 
was eaſily catched.—Now, Sir, what am I 
| F 3 LY, to 
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to believe? Is Lady Belmour ſuch a perſon 
as he deſcribes? Is her houfe a ſchool of 
vice and folly? Pray tell me the truth. —T 
muſt beg, Madam, faid I, that you will 
make a prudent uſe of what that e 
man has told you; it is but 700 true. | 

Lord bleſs me! ſaid ſhe ;; I was told ſhe 
was one of the moſt polite and accompliſhed 
women in the world; and that her houſe was 


the only Pact t to _ a Eng . 8 . 


cation. 
To fmi/h it, indeed, faid I; it ert Ace 


compliſhments and her inſinuating manners 


that make her ſo dangerous a friend. 
Her houſe is the werſt place a mY young 


woman can come to.— And ou, Sir, what 


makes you ſtay here, fince you do not approve 


it -I came here, Madam, at the defire of 
my virtuams Guardian; and I continue here 


to ſerve a good girl, who is intangled in a 
diſagreeahle fituation.—Miſs cord ” . 
poſe/?— The fame. "117. 01 | 

Are you not then (ſhe befitated) e 
to Miſs Jones? No otherwiſe than as to a 
deſerving woman. I would ſerve her, or 


* Madam, or _ other lady, without 


havi ing 
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having any private intereft in view; but this 
alſo is a ſecret, which I beg you not to di- 
vulge. You have ſtepped into the world ra- 
ther raſhly, but this viſit wall inſtruct you 
as much as many years experience. Don't 
be diſcouraged; don't alter your behaviour, 
Madam; let this ſubject reſt awhile, we will 
find an opportunity of renewing it hereafter. 
I ſee Lady Belmour's eye is upon us; fa- 
vour me with your hand, and let us go down 
this dance together.—1 have but little ſpirits 
to dance, after what I have heard, ſaid ſne.— 
Keep up your ſpirits, Madam; all will end 
well, and you will be wiſer, and beiter, and 
happier for the eſcape you will have. —80 
ſaying, I Winiked her into the dance where 
we happened to 5 and we ſeemed as active 
as any of the reſt. . 

As ſoon as-the dance was ended, we were 
ſummoned to the collation. I beckoned Sukey 
Jones, and, offering an arm to each lady, 
conducted them into the parlour, and ſeated 
them and myſelf at one end of the table. 
Lady Belmour 'ſhouted—Croſby.! look at 
Saville, with a girl on each hand of him | - 
They both laughed aloud, and were joined 

| | F 4 - by: 
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by many of their. own Sure fen. 355 
to you Saville | happy fellow! de 

This ought; not to be n "hi Rich- 
more. Saville, you muſt ſpare. one of the 
ladies, or admit another gentleman.—At the 
ladies pleaſure, ſaid J. No, ſaid Miſs Free- 


will, I defire no more gentlemen. here.— I 


Nor. J, faid Miſs Jones; I defire no other c 
protector. Protector! faid Lady Belmour,; $5 
who would have thought it?—Pe quiet, Lady 
Belmour, ſaid J, and let us alone]! You 


are hard to be pleaſed; ſometimes I take too 


little notice of the ladies, and ſometimes too 
much; I expected that you would have en- 
couraged and applauded me. She thrugged, 
and ſaid, — It is a ſtrange mortal! I do not 
underſtand him. — Let him alone, ſaid Mrs. 
Croſby, he ſeems to know his own bufinefs 
beſt. Saville, take .care of the ladies, and 
know your own mind] 

I (exerted all my ſpirits, and diſtinguiſhed 
myſelf at ſupper. - I prated inceſſantly; they 
plied me with healths ; but I had the addreſs 
to anſwer them in fair water for the moſt 

part; kept myſelf ſober, and paſſed fora ſtrong 
| head, and a ſpirited fellow. The farmer 
| | came 


— 
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came among us; he made many 1 re- 
marks; and, affecting! ignorance of polite R 
and manners, he ſatiriſed them in the ſe- 3 
vereſt manner. He then remarked upon the 
alterations in the manners of the lower kinds 
of people, their abſurd imitations of thoſe 
in upper life, and their degeneracy i in conſe- = 
quence. He gave maſter Collins ſome rules : 
that made him look ſmall ; and told him that = 
he hoped he would ſee enough of high life 
to-night, to make him ſhun it ever after. | 4þ 
I walked up to him; Enough, farmer, ſaid 
I! leave off while you are well; this is a 
night of feſtivity. I ſtand corrected, an- 
ſwered the farmer, and 1 ſay no more. 
After ſupper was over, Lady Belmour and 
her company adjourned to the ball-room, 
and the inferior gentry fat down to the fame . 
table; we went to dancing again. f 
In the intervals I fought for the two 
charming ruſtics, but they were ſent home 
before we roſe. from ſupper, as Franklin 
whiſpered | me. The carriages were ordered 
at one © clock, but we did not get away till 
two. Collins waited on Lady Belmour to 
her coach. She had an air of chagrin un- 
| ö 3 8 
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der an aſſumed gaiety. As ſoon as we reach 
ed home, I retired to my Aenne and 
ſlept away the fatigues of the evening 9 
On F riday we all lay abed till noon, and 
breakfaſted irregularly; ſo tliat we did not 
meet together till dinner-time. Lady Bel. 
mour ſeemed grave, and in the pouts. Miſs 
Freewill was grown ſteady; each ſeemed to 
obſerve the other. Na Jones qt bh 
rĩous. 
Mrs. Croſby obſerved that we all looked 
fatigued, ſhe recommended a walk in the 
air: after we had drunk our wine, we ad- 
journed into the garden. I took a ſepa- 
rate walk; my two female friends follow- 
ed me. — I rejoice, ſaid I, to ſee you toge- 
ther; let me recommend each to the other 
as more than nominal friends; it is my wiſh 
to be of ſervice to you both. — Ah, Sir ! ſaid 
Sukey, I fear there are ſnares laid for you and 
for me too: Lady Belmour is contriving to 
- feparate us.—I tell you, Sukey, ſaid I. 
that I will over-reach her. Let her do miſ- 
chief at her peril | 1 will detect and expoſe 
her. I was thinking of laying a plan for 


| vou two to dope together.—Sbe ſhook her : 
head. 
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head. Sir, Lady /Belinbur: is reſolved to 
make Miſs Freewill think ill of me, and of 
you. But thus warned, ſhe:cannot effect it, 
ſaid I. My dear Madam, whatever you 
may hear and ſee, be aſſured that my friend- 
/>ip for Miſs Jones is as innocent as that of 
a brother to his /ter.—T believe it, ſaid ſhe; 
and they ſhall not make me alter my opi- 
nion. Lady Belmour threatens me, Sir, ſaid 
Miſs Jones.—Let her threaten, ſaid I ; we 
ſhall ſee what will come of it. —You are too 
confident in yourſelf, Sir.— What can ſhe 
do? ſaid 1, laughing. — She — __ 
looked unconvinced. 
Miſs Freewill faid, I haves aſked Mrs. 
Watkins how long ſhe intends to ſtay here; 
and ſhe ſays— Why? are you tired of this 
family ? No, ſaid I; but you promiſed to 
make another viſit before you returned. —So 
Iwill, faid the; but I muſt at leaſt finiſh my 
week here. Very well, faid I, you are 
warned, and that is ſufficient. Only be up- 
on your guard, and diſtruſt every thing that 
Lady Belmour * to ai —1 Tn. ſhall, | 
hd the. enn 3 


TER Mrs. 
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Mrs rs; Oroſby came to us at Wee 


lend ſeemed to be ſent to hear all that ſhould 


pats between us. I talked of the events of 


the paſt evening; ſhe joined in the convers 


ſation, and kept with us till ſeveral others 
came into our walk, and then we returned 
with them to the great nnn, 


joined the whole company. son 


Lady Belmour looked at me | with an nin dtf 
threatening, yet affected to be extremely po- 
lite and agreeable. I ſaw ſhe was meditating 


_ miſchief, but I could not conceive what kind 
of revenge the would take of me, W pete 


valier treatment of herr. 


At our return to the 1 we a par- 


ties at cards. Lady Belmour obſerved that 1 
was hoarſe. I ſaid, I had a flight cold, but 1 
made no account of it. —Sukey, faid ſhe, in ä 
a voice louder than ordinary, take care of 
your Friend! it is your office to nurſe him. 
In what manner, Madam? anſwered ſhe. I 
do not perceive that Mr. Saville is ill enough 


to want my good offices, or I ſhould certain 
ly tender | therm.— What manner“ ſaid my 
Lady: why by ordering ſome fack-whey 
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for him when he goes to bed, and giving it 
yourſelf. fic 1831 O 101 don Dotubol bas 
10 ſhall obey you, Madam, anſwered gu- 
key. laughed, and ſaid, they were both too 
good to me; for I really ſuppoſed it was on- 
ly a jeſt. 4d played whiſt, and ſpent: the 
hoarſeneſs increaſe, I retired» early. Lady 
Belmour ſaid; Do not faſten your door, Sa- 
ville, I ſhall fee your whey adminiſtered my- 
ſelf.—Vour Ladyſhip is very obliging, ſaid 
I; and, wiſhing ren * I retired 
to my aparment. n, elf 2721 e 
I had a momentary en about faſtening 


my door, but I thought it would make me 


appear extremely ridiculons : ſhe will not 
ſurely come to bed to me herſelf, ſaid I; and 
I think nobody elſe net ba the aſſurance 
to attempt it. i ; 
When I had been in | bed 4 hal an 
hour, I heard the footing of ſeveral people 
coming my way; I had laid my ſword be- 
hind my pillow, in caſe any of the men 
ſhould affront me. 'I ee th Si arri 
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what. Preſently the door opened, and Su 
key Jones entered with a baſon of whey, fol- 
lowed by Lady Belmour, and Mrs. Croſby 
with a candle in her hand. At this fight my 
fears vaniſhed ; I ſat up, and, laughing, ſaid, 
Ladies, you do me too much honour; I am 
aſhamed to give you all this trouble.—-No 
compliments, ſaid Lady. Belmour, I always 
take care of my gue/?s; I have more regard 
for you, Sawille,, than you have yet deſerved 
of me, but you will know your Friends in 
time.— I began to make ſpeeches, but ſhe 
ſtopped me.—Come, drink your whey, ſaid 
the. Snkey, go round to the other fide.— 
She did ſo, when lady Belmour brought a 
ſmall table, and ſet down her candle upon it; 
then pulling Mrs. Croſby by the ſleeve, they 
both hurried out of the room, flapped the 
door after them, locked it, and took the key 
away with them, and then burſt into a horſe- 
laugh. Lady Belmour called out, Good night, 
Saville ! I thought it proper to leave your 
nir/e to watch you, and n are den W. 
much obliged to me. eee IT, 
The Devil! ſaid I; his clover 50 ap- 
pears at laſt, Sukey fat down on a chair, 
5 and 


A MODERN STORY. 11 


and burſt into tears. I laughed. Come, 
ſaid 1, it is well it is no worſe; take courage, 
my girl! do not be afraid of wg and I hall 
not of you. 
Oh!] faid ſhe, this blow was e 
but I dare not ſay all I think, Teſt we ſhould 
be overheard. — Sit ſtill a moment, ſaid I; 
 fince they have the key of the room, I think 
it will be proper to prevent their coming in 
again. I jumped out of bed, put on my 
ſtockings, ſhoes, and night-gown, and went 
to the door, which J bolted on the inſide. 
Now, ſaid I, we are ſafe from intruſion; I 
beg that you will actept of the bed; and I 
will fit in the great chair. — Indeed I will not, 
| faid the. I inſiſt upon your going to- bed, 
and I will fit in the chair; you will increaſe 
your cold, and the fault will be laid upon 
your nurſe.—Nonſenſe! ſaid T: if I had 
conjectured the uſe ſhe would have made of 
my cold, I would have concealed. or denied 
it. However, as ſhe has ſhut us up together, 
let us at leaſt converſe freely. Since you 
have ſeruples about going to-bed, we will 
fit up, and contrive how to baffle the ſchemes 5 
ol this old Meſſalina of ours. 7 as 
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I carried the table round to the other ide. 84 


Now, Sukey, faid I, this table ſhall be the 


Barrier between us, a better, 7 ween, nn 


Torich's curtains were. I on this fide, you on 


that; and now let me tell you the uſe I will 


. of this adventure. To-morrow I will 
avow myſelf your protector, and as ſuch 1 
will demand your bond of Lady Belmour. 


When that is obtained, you ſhall put in execu- 
tion the plan you have hinted t, but have 


never yet fully explained to me. Forget our 


awk ward ſituation; look upon me as a man of 
honour, and your friend; and as ſuch bell 


me what you purpoſe to do with yourſelf.” | 
After ſome prefacing, ſhe told me he 141 


13 ; 
a friend, the widow of a maſter” 8 mate in the 


navy, who, being left with a ſmall ſum of 
money, and three children, ſet up a ſlop-ſhop 
in the Borough of Southwark; that ſhe had 


many friends in the navy who had made it 4 | 


point to buy of her; that her buſineſs. was 
conſiderable, and ſhe wanted an aſſitant; that 
ſhe had offered to take her as a partner, if ſhe 
could bring two hundred pounds into the bu- 
fineſs;—If I get my bond, ſaid the, I intend 


to por the two hundred into this partnerſhip, 
| = 


* 
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and ith the reſt buy ſtock into the three | 
per. cents, which Fi am told is the beſt way of 


0 


employing it. Very well, ſaid K you have 


F 3-3 | 


thought very prudently. how to diſpoſe of it, | 


and if you want any further -affiſtance call 


upon mes for I am reſolved t to > be your 22 A 


* - 4 1 


34 


I will contrive an Porn "ES you, 1 be 
thought innocent of it myſelf.— Lou pro- | 
miſe well, ſaid ſhe, and I ſhall wait the per- 
formance. And now Iwill tell you as much 
as I know of Lady Belmour's intentions. 
She has told me ſeveral times that I was not 


open enough to her; that there was ſome- 


thing myſterious in your attachment to me, 


and threatened that ſhe would know before 


long what terms you and I were upon. Since 
Miſs Freewill came hither, ſhe has been ſtill 
more diſpleaſed with me. She told me, what 
indeed every body ſees, that Miſs Freewill 
has a partiality for you, Sir; and ſaid, that 
if J had not been in the way, you would 


have devoted yourſelf to her. She hinted, 
that ſhe wiſhed to promote a marriage be- 


-- Tween 
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tween you, which would have been greatly 
to your advantage, had not ſuch a little paltry 
ut as I ſtood in the way of her deſigns 
for you, 

That ſhe believed your cavalier bebte 
to her was owing to me; that ſhe was certain 
vou had imbibed a prejudice againſt her, and 
that it could proceed from nobody but me, 
She concluded with ſaying, that ſhe would 
oblige you to declare yourſelf ſhortly ; if you 
preferred me to Miſs Freewill, every body 
mould ſee and bear witneſs to it; if not, 
you ſhould ſet me at liberty to receive other 
propoſals; but that neither of us ſhould de- 
ceive her, nor yet treat her impertinently; and 
threatened a puniſhment for us both. Von 
now ſee how ſhe has executed her ſcheme, 
or at leaſt a part of it; and it will be wiſ⸗ 
dom in you to guard againſt whatremains.— | 
Upon my word, Sukey, ſaid I, Lady Belmour 
is a ſcholar of Machiavel's; and ſhe has 
brought me into ſuch a ſituation, that I can 
no longer remain indolent in her houſe ; ſhe 

has found me employment, and I will be- 
gin this coming day to execute my plan' of 
operations, if you will promiſe to ſecond 
| 3 | me: 


— 
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me ?—That I will, Sir; for you give me 


hope that my deliverance makes me a part of 


it, —It does, ſaid I ; but in the mean time it 
would not - be amiſs that we ſlept upon our 


| deſigns. Here we began to compliment 


about the bed and the chair. At laſt I agreed 
to her propoſal; left her in-the chair, and 


threw myſelf upon the bed, but ſleep would 


not pay either of us a viſit. I got up again, 
reſumed our conference, gave her her cue for 
the following day, and waited impatiently 
for its approach. As ſoon as the dawn ap- 
peared, I opened the ſhutters towards the 
Eaſt, and we beth paid our homage to the 
riſing ſan; admired his beauty and magnifi- 
cence, and did not forget our orifons to the 
Power who created that glorious luminary. 
This riſing fun ſhall bear witneſs to our vir- 
tuous friendſhip, ſaid I, and remember it is 
to la/? as long as our lives / 

She ſaid every thing grateful and gene- 


rous, — Vour friendſhip, Sir, will impel me 


to endeavour to deſerve it; let me but eſcape 
from this houſe, and I fhall be happy. 


We chatted: upon various ſubjects till eight 


o'clock, at which hour Lady Belmour rapped 
4 | | 1 


at the door. I demanded, Who is there ?—A 
friend, ſaid ſhe : come, riſe, and prepare, for 
_ breakfaſt ! | 


I winked at Sukey, to give. hes her cue. We 
ſhall not come down to breakfaſt, ſaid I; 


indulge us ſo far as to ſend it into the room. 


— Oh, very well, ſaid ſhe, laughing, I will 


do fo, whenever you chooſe to have it, —In 


half an hour, ſaid I, we will be ready for 
it,—She went laughing away to make her re- 
port. Now, Sukey, ſaid I, ſet yourſelf in 


order, that you may not appear to have fat | 


up all night. I will receive company in my 


night-gown z and pray let us receive their 


compliments with a good grace, —Sukey 
ſhook her head, and looked ly; I did not 
look over-wiſe, When I heard the tramp- 
ling of feet in the gallery, I unbolted the 
door; and in came Lady Belmour, Mrs. Croſ- 
by, and a ſervant maid, who N the 

breakfaſt equipage. 
They both congratulated us malicinuſy, a 
mee after my cold, which was rather 
worſe than better. They laughed, and ſaid 
a thouſand impertinent things. I ſaluted 
them both, and anfwered them in their own 
| Way. 
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way. At length they retired, ſaying, Get 


your breakfaſt, and we will return again.— 
Lady Belmour ſaid, I have a nuptial preſent 


for you. — So, «©. ſaid I, the bond is com- 
| Ri —Phoh, ſaid ſhe, ſomebody elſe is com- 


ng.—Preſently entered a ſervant with Miſs | 
Jones s portmanteau, hat-box, and all the 
reſt of her paraphernalia. I burſt out A 
laughing ; J Bag and baggage, faid L —1 can- 
not laugh, ſaid the; it is a very ſerious af- 
fair, —I will make it a jeſt before * have 
done, ſaid I, and ſo ſhall you ; come, eat 
your breakfaſt, child I have no ſtomach 
to eat, ſaid ſhe: 1 what will this end i in !—[T[ 
ſaid every thing to encourage her, but the | 
could not refrain from tears.— Clear up your 
countenance, ſaid I, here comes our geo- 
verneſs she came in with Mrs. Croſby, 
and, approaching Sukey, ſaid, J rejoice that 
you two are come to a right underſtanding. | 


And now, Madam Sukey, I will reſtore. the 


bond you have behaved, ſo impertinently 
about ; and I chooſe to do 74 before Mrs. 


Croſby, that ſhe may Bear witneſs I never in 5 


tended to rob you. of it. And you, Sir, be 
pleaſed to Kot e pride regen ceived. this 
from 
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from Lord C- 
months cohabitation. 
Poor Sukey could not ſtand this attack; | 


, as a conſt ideration for four 


| the burſt into tears, and withdrew to the 


oppoſite window. I took the bond from 
Lady Belmour, leſt ſhe ſhould withdraw it.— 


Have a little mercy, Lady Belmour, ſaid I; 


Sukey has never deceived me, nor concealed 
any thing it concerned me to Eno. Very 


well, Sir, then I hope you will reward her 


virtue (with a ſneer ſhe ſpoke it), by making 


Her a handſome allowance. g 


Sukey, ſaid I, will you leave that to me, 
or ſhall Lady Belmour make the terms ? She 
took courage to ſpeak :—Sir, I acknowledge 
your protection, and 1 truſt to your eee 
fity 1 in all things. | 

Then you are a fool, child; Bür no mat - 
ter, you will know the world better than to 
truſt it hereafter; and you have behaved ſo 
imper tinently in the laſt affair, that I do not 
deſire to be your tr»/tee again. But, Sir, I 
expect a preſent myſelf upon this occaſion, 
ſaid ſhe.—T have one in tore for you, Madam, 


aid I; but you muſt wait a few days for it.— 
Oh, as to * ſaid — [ leave it, as Sukey 


> 
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ſays, to your generofley. But now things are 
| ſettled between you, I defire you will not 
play the fool with poor Freewill ; upon my 
life, Saville, that girl likes you too well! 

I hope not, Madam, ſaid I; I have no- 
ching to charge myſelf with upon that young 
lady's account, nor will ſhe complain of 
me.—I had other views for you, ſaid ſhe, but 
you are a heai/trong boy, and will have every 
thing your own way; I have given up the 
reins, and what more can I do to gain your 
good word *— Only one thing at this time, 
Lady Belmour ; that is,' order a ſervant to get 
my horſe ready; I will take an airing before 
dinner, and I will meet you all at three 
o'clock. — See, ſaid Lady Belmour, with what 
an air he commands about him; and I am 
to take his orders, as a receipt in full for my 
good offices Come, ſaid Mrs. Croſby, be 
at peace with him ; I think he has acquitted 
himſelf ſurprizingly well, much better than T 
expected, T aſſure you, —Your ſervant, ladies, 
fad I; I thank you for all your (I heſitated} 
goodneſs to me. They courteſied, I bowed; 
they laughed, I echoed them; they retired, 
and [ execrated them in fuitable language. « 
"ET 
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Sukey cried out, Huſh ! ! pray ſpeak low! 


they will overhear you Fear nothing, 


ſaid I. Excuſe me, Madam, L muſt dreſs 


this moment; I am going out to do 
you ſervice, and extricate myſelf out of 
the ſnares theſe devils incarnate have ſpread ö 


for me. 


While I was  drefling, 1 gave her inſtruc- 


tions for her behayiour,—And what, ſaid 
ſhe, muſt I ſay to Miſs Freewill? I cannot 


look her in the face. Apropos, faid I, I will 


write a note to her, and do you find an op- 


portunity to give it her. I took my Pen, 
and wrote as follows: 


0 Notwithſtanding appearances, . al 
that was ſaid to your the evening before laſt, 


—diftruſt thoſe of whom you have been 


warned; a few days will explain what now 
appears inexplicable : reſpe&t virtue and her 
friends ; there 1s nothing elſe upon earth re- 


ſpectable. OBERON.“ 


Having folded and ſealed this note, 1 bad 


Sukey good-morrow ; and went down ſtairs, 
through the hall, and into the ſtable ; mount- 
ed my horſe, and rode to Franklin's as faſt 
as poſſible, I made haſte to tell my friend 


„ 4 * 
4 % Il 
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all that had paſt ſince we met at Collins's aſ- 


ſembly. He frequently interrupted me by his 


jeſt and raillery; ; and when I came to the lat- | 
ter part, he pretended not to believe that I 
had ſpent the night ſo innocently with the 


lady as I aſſured him I had. 


His remarks and enquiries raiſed my an- | 


zer, and T1 began to ſwear to the truth of my 


aſſertions, —Hear me, ſaid I, and be con- 


vinced of my veracity : Miſs Jones and my- 
ſelf are both reſolved to leave Lady Bel- 


mour's; but if we go together, you and all 


the world will believe our connexion. I 


want therefore to favour her eſcape, and to 
ſtay ſome time in this neighbourhood. I 


hoped to have found you, enough my friend 
to aſſiſt me in this deſign, but your behavi- 


our diſcourages me: though I have ſpent 


one night very diſagreeably, I will not pro- 


miſe to ſpend many in the ſame manner. 
Am I to look upon you as my friend or not? 
This affair will * the queſtion once and 85 


for ever. 


He took my hand, 3 * a ſerious 


air. My friend, you have taken my raillery 
too Oy ; I admire, I * your con- 
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turn! I will ſend my ſervant: to I=——, to 


any day that you ſhall appoint, and then you 
muſt contrive the manner of her eſcape ; I 
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duct, and will do every thing in my power te 
aſſiſt you in this affair. Liſten to me in your 


take a place in the ſtage for Miſs Jones, for 


will lend you a ſervant, with a double horſe, 


: 
to canvey her to It, and you ſhall com- | 
mand me in any thing further that is for a 
your ſervice. arr 1 ſatisfied with l 
me? W 65 clout - 6; ny : 
36 Þ embraced him. nw: me, dear 
Franklin, and accept my thanks] Let your Wl | 
ſervant go this day and take a place for to- Wl 
morrow ; this night I will favour her eſcape, ſ 
and to-morrow I will look out for a lodging « 

for myſelf.—I will recommend you to one, tc 
ſaid Franklin. Vou will oblige me infinite cl 
ly, faid I; a clean bed-chamber, and the m 
uſe of a parlour, will be ſufficient.— There w 
is ſuch an one at your ſervice, under this th 
roof ; and you will do me a favour by ac- ch 
cepting it.— Dear friend, I thank you; but WF {6 
I cannot give you the trouble, unleſs you wi 
will allow me to make you an. actnetoledg- me 
ment. Don! t affront me, Mr. Saville! I can CY 
N „ 8 aer 
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ford a ſhelter for my friend, and his com- 
pany ſhall repay. me. Beſide, I ſhall ſhare in 
the diſappointment of Lady nh. 
and enjoy her mortifications 
I ſhall communicate my pleaſure: to my | 
friend Selby: I ſhall introduee- vou to a wor- 
thy family, and you ſhall ſhare in my joys 
and comforts; you deſerve: the friendſhip. | 
and applauſe of all good men for your noble 
behaviour; we will laugh at Lady Mons | 
and enjoy our triumph over her. OS 
I was tranſported with joy at the — 
he opened to me, and ſaw in the back ground 
more than was / expreſſed. I talked over my 
ſcheme of departure with new ſpirits, and 
ſeemed to tread upon air. I was impatient 
to return, that I might prepare for the exe- 
cution of it. In ſhort, I went back another 
man from what I came thither ; got home: 


within my time, dreſt, and prepared to meet - 


the company at dinner. I came among 
them with an air of gaiety and humour, an- 
ſwered all their railleries, made my repartees 
with ſpirit and vivacity. They compli- 
mented me upon the alterati6n in my beha- 
viour; and Lady: Belmour was clfeQually: 
ONE 8 - 3 | de- 
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15 deceived, and enjoyed her ſucceſs, Mit 
Freewill looked ſerious, and ſeemed to doubt 
every thing and every body ; I paid her par- 
ticular attention, without neglecting Mis 
Jones, who ſeemed to take good omens from 
my apparent cheerfulneſs. | 
Before we roſe from table, I "OY hs that 
2 perſon defired to ſpeak with me. I went 
out directly; it was Franklin's ſervant He 
told me he had taken a place in the ſtage for | 
London, and aſked what time and place he 
ſhould attend me with a double horſe. I. 
made him follow me to a place nearly under 
the window of my apartment, and ordered 
him to mark the place, and be there by dawn 
of day. The ſtage was to ſet out at fix, and! 


allowed two hours for them to reach it. 1 {: 
bade him be diligent and ſecret, and I would h 
reward his care and trouble. 85 re 

I ſent him off without letting him enter be 
the houſe a ſecond time. I went back to the Tt 


company.— Whom have you had to ſpeak fa 
with you, Saville ?' ſaid Lady Belmour.— A is 
ſervant of Mr. Franklin's, ſaid I Oh! oc 
that is a yew acquaintance of yours, faid 


the.—No, * I, it is more than ſeven 
weeks 


2. Wok — .. — OD = GP OCT OO 
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weeks old, —A- farmer in this neighbour- 
hood! ſaid ſhe.—A gentleman by birth and 


education, ſaid I; a farmer by accident, or 
rather by good fortune; a friend of mine by 


choice and election. — She gave her head a toſs, 


and looked diſdain. I went on, —My friend 
reproaches me kindly for giving him ſo little 
of my company; he deſires to ſee me to- 
morrow.— And do you go? ſaid ſhe.—l be- 
lieve I ſhall; ſaid I; but] have not made an 
abſolute promiſe.—You are quite a monarch, 
faid ſhe; your will is your law.—Not ab/c- 
Iutely, ſaid I; it is reſtrained by the laws of 
humanity and Arion as all kings ought 
to be. 95 


faid ſhe; and J muſt leave you to them, or 
have done with you. I made her no further . 
reply. We ſoon after roſe from table, and 


began to break into parties; I took Miſs 
Jones's hand, and led her aſide. —Sukey, ” 


ſaid I, be cheerful ;. the hour of deliverance 
is at hand. —Is it indeed? ſaid ſhe. How 


| ſoon?— This night is the laſt that you ſtay 


in this houſe, unleſs it is your choice to con» 


tinue i in it. How can you make ſuch a ſup- 


ö poſition ? 


You will ſubmit to no i but your own, . 
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Sir, and will «bey-you- preſently.— 


| poſition? faid ſhe⸗ —1 ſmiled, and whiſpered 
ber. Take an opportunity of retiring up 
ſtairs, pack up your things, and get reach to 
depart.— She anſwered, 1 underſtand you, 
ad Bel. 
mour catched her word. Obediout creature! 
laid ſhe;—Sukey bluſhed, and withdrew, 
I took no notice, but propoſed a walk as 
uſual. Miſs F reewill avoided me, and ſeem- 


ed in the pouts. The reſt of the company 
walked, converſed, romped in pairs, ſome 


danced upon the terrace, and every one 
amuſed himſelf as he pleaſed. 285 

Miſs Jones came down to tea; we ak 
parties at cards; I took an opportunity to 
whiſper her, Retire unobſerved-after. ſupper. 


E was: more lively than common. Lady 


Belmour took notice of my behaviour, and 


ſeemed pleaſed with me. I made ſeveral 


irenical compliments to her and: Mrs. Croſby; 
they retorted with equal /incerity at leaſt; wit 
and gallantry flew about. I was more at 
eaſe than I had:yet-appeared, and they ſeem- 


ed ſurprized at my pleaſantry. After ſupper, 


Sukey- obſerved; my; directions. Lady Bet- 


mour obſerved her retiring : ſhe winked at 
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Mrs. Croſby. —I fancy, Saville, "fad ſhe, : 
you will hear from Mr. Munden ſoon; 5 
wrote to him this day, to let him know how 
happy we all are.—T have no doubt of your 
Ladyſhip's good offices upon all occafions, 
ſaid I ; there will ſoon come a time when I 
ſhall new my gratitude in a proper manner. — 


r Op 


i 
3 Nobody doubts your genero/ity, ſaid ſhe ; and 

. I fee that all your other good qualities are ri- 

y pening to perfection.—I bowed. , Spare me, 

e Madam, I am already TOO MUCH indebted. 5 

e to you, ET „ 

a She exulted ; in her ſuppoſed conch a I 0 

e faid every thing that could lull her into ſecu- 774 

o Wl tity. After ſome time I roſe up to retire, 1 

. whiſpered Lady n You will have no ! 
y occaſion to lock us. in to-night—I believe = A. = f 
d you, ſaid. ſhe, laughing.—T took a candle 

2 and went away; leaving. them in a roar of 

a laughter at my expence. My companion 

it had been fully employed in preparing forcher 


journey. When I'went into the chamber, 1 
obſerved that the key was taken away. 1 
aſked Sukey who had it! — Myſelf, ſaid the ; 
I took. care of that fix hours ago.— That is 
well, ſaid I; give it me now. II took it, and 

e lec'ced 
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locked the door on the infide, —Now, faid 18 
we are ſafe. I inſiſt upon it, that you lie 
down upon the bed, and take a ſleep; I will 


nod in the great chair, and be ready to wake 
you at the hour appointed : after you are 


gone, I will take my repoſe. —We had a con- 
teit upon this point, but at laſt ſhe conſented 
to take ſome reſt. I took a book and read 
for ſome time; at laſt I fell aſleep, and did 
not awake till between two and three o'clock. 

I then opened the window, and looked for 
day-light. I unlocked and unbolted the. 


door; the noiſe awakened my friend; ſhe 


| feared we were diſcovered ; I ſoon quieted 
her mind; ſhe roſe and got ready for her 
journey.—Now, Sukey, ſaid I, a little cri- 
tical rags is required; the opening the 
hall-door. is all that I am in pain about; you 
muſt affiſt me with your hand, if necefſary.— 
Soon after, our attendant appeared; he whift- 
led ſoftly. I beckoned with my hand, and 
pointed to the door. Now for it, ſaid I. 


She trembled like a leaf; I encouraged her, 
but 1 felt a very diſagreeable ſenſation my- 


ſelf, We took off our ſhoes; I took the 
candle and went firſt, Follow me boldly, 
Py. hs ſaid 


1 
: b a . 5 5 
* % 


— — 1 0 8 3 
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ſaid I. Down ſtairs we went; ſhe carried 
our ſhoes in her hand. We came. to the | 
hall-door ; ſhe took the candle, and I went 
to work to take down a large iron bar with- : 

| out noiſe; it was not a very eaſy job, but at | 
laſt I effected it. I made ſome noiſe i in un- 
locking the door. —We ſhall be heard, ſaid 
ſhe.—No matter, ſaid I; you ſhall return no 
more, and I fear nothing for myſelf, —1 
opened the door, and beckoned our aſſiſtant. 
Now, Sukey, faid I, fit you down, and 
compoſe yourſelf; Robin and I will. go up 
ſtairs again and bring down your baggage. 
She would not be perſuaded, but went out of 

the houſe directly, and ſtood by the horſe, 

holding the bridle. Robin and I went and 
fetched her- baggage, creeping along like 3% 
houſebreakers. - While he was cording the 
portmanteau, and faſtening it upon the 
horſe, I took an affectionate farewell of my _ 
friend Sukey, and touched her lips, the fir/# 

and lat time; for then, as Yorick ſays, the 
victory was compleat. Take this pocket- 
book for my fake, | faid I, the contents wilt” 
be of ſervice upon your journey. There is | 
alſo a direction to my attorney, who will ne- 

0 5 5 goriats 
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gotiate your bond. for you, and employ eur 
money: there is a letter for him, which you 
muſt ſend to the ee God, bleſs 
you, and adieu ! 

The grateful girl Gd not 3 — os 
fe: knieolad down, ſhe embraced my knees, 
| the lifted. up her claſped hands to- heaven, 
and looked a bleſſing upon me, but ſhe could 
not articulate a word. Robin mounted his 
horſe; I lifted, Sukey upon the pillion, . 
her hand, and bade her once more adieu. I 
told Robin to go ſoftly; and attend to the lady's | 
orders, and then return and appear at the 
fame window, and I would make hm Ago 
to retreat or advance. FL 

T. then returned into the; W 8 cad 
the door as before with ſome. difficulty, and 
then retired to my apartment unheard - and 
unſeen, bolted my chamber door, and threw: 
myſelf upon the bed, where I. ſlept, till paſt 
ſeven o'clock; When I was/awakened;by,one: 
of the ſervants. who, aſked when and where: 

Twould breakfaſt? I bade her bring the break+- 

_ faſt up ſtairs in half an hour: J then roſe, 
drew the curtains all round the bed, and 


waited the maid's arrival, When IL. let, her. - 
$9, POE | | KD in, 


2 » + 
Pg * — 
A | 


in, I made ſigns that the lady was aſleep, and. 
muſt not be diſturbed. I told her to order the 
ſervant to ſaddle. my horſe directly, and I 
would ride out as ſoon as I had breakfaſted. 
I had intended to ſend my Nn to 
Franklin's by Robin, but had over-ſlept my 
ſelf, and miſſed the opportunity. I dreſſedd 
myſelf, put neceſſaries for preſent uſe into =? 
my pocket, packed up my portmanteay, and | 
locked it; then wrote a card and put upon 
it, with this inſcription, * To be ſent to * 5 
Saville, by a perſon who will come for it.“ I 
wrote alſo, upon a piece of paper which. I - 
left upon the table, in a * DANG: chan 
common, ; 5 : 9 
This is to conifer hour it may concern, 1 
that Miſs Jones is gone to London, and 
that Mr. Saville is to be found at 12 7 F rant | 
lin's in the village of $S——.” | 8 
1 1 then went down ſtairs. very aka” | 
the ladies were not ſtirring; but I ſaw ſeveralof. 
the men, and wiſhed them a good-morrow ;. - 
they returned it, and I went into the ſtable," - - 
mounted my. hovle, . and rode to F ranklin” 93 
diverting myſelf by: the, way with. thr fur= | 
prize, and Lady Belmour' 8 reſentment: at 


6 6 8 L 


— 
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loſing two of her ſcholars, who had run away 
from her ſchool, 

Franklin was at breakfaſt ; he laughed 
heartily at my appearance, with my pockets 
ſtuffed out like a. ſmuggler. I gave him an 
account of the night's adventures, and my 
own elopement afterwards. He congratu- 
lated me in the warmeſt manner, commend- 
ed my conduct, and welcomed me to bis 
houſe, which he defired me to uſe as my 
own as long as I could make. it agroeahle,- 
to me. 

And now being eſcaped from: the dangers. 
and temptations that lately ſurrounded me, 
for which I return thanks to Heayen firſt, and 
next to the counſel of my moft valuable 
friend, it is time that I ſhould cloſe this enor- 


mous pacquet, which I ſhall Tend by the car- 


rier from I | You may expect another 
ſoon, for I ſhall continue to write journal- 
wiſe, though not with the peculiarity of . | 
and hours. 7 
. Congratulate, me, my 4 1 am in a 
virtuous and amiable family, a delightful | 
| pelting-place, after a laborious pailage through 
In -. 
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an enchanted iſland full of doubts and dan- 
gers. I am happy in having a friend like 

- you, with whom I can confide all my joys. 

and ſorrows, my hopes and fears. What- 
ever befalls me in future, I hope always to 
preſerve the title of your grateful and affec- 
tionate friend and pupil, | 
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LETTER XV. 


4: 5 
Nr. sab to Mr. Jouncon, . 


SHALL. not wait for the RPE ET gment 

of my laſt pacquet to my dear friend, but 
procetd to give you journal-wiſe the continu- 
ation of my adventures here. - 

Mr. Selby called here in the afternoon of 

the day I came hither; we had a moſt agreea- 
ble converſation with him. Franklin in- 
formed him of the ſtate of my affairs; and he 
gave his approbation of my conduct, as you, 
my friend, would have done, had you been 
preſent. He appointed the morrow to bring 

his elefed, and her mother, and friend, to 
ſpend the day with Mr. Franklin, who de- 
ſired, on his part, that he would likewiſe | 
bring Mr. Butler, of whom 1 have, made 2 
mention before ; and he promiſed to uſe his 


influence with him.—Mr. Butler, ſaid Selby, 5 275 9 
is a ſingular character in this age; I will give 

Mr. Saville ſome traits of him. He is a man { 
of deep learning, ſtrict virtue, and invincible g 
modeſty; f auſtere en but of the 1 


moſt 
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moſt benevolent and liberal heart, making; 
allowances: forfeyery. one but himſelf. His 
merit at college was very conſpicuous; but his 
modeſty fruſtrated the effects of it. He is 

poor, and, what is remarkable, he has no 
deſire to be otherwiſe : a little, he lays, 
ſuffices nature; and he has no ſuper fluous:. 
vanities or appetites to feed. He has ſome: 
opinions that are not quite oxthedox, which 
are an obſtruction to his preferment, but 
he does not impoſe them upon others; and 
nobody diſcovers them by his ſermous, which 
are plain and practical; his tenets are-onlys 
known to his moſt intimate friends; a re- 
| fident curacy is the utmoſt of his ambition; 
and the liberty of a better. library than he can; 
afford to purchaſe, is all tlie luxury he aſpires to. 
I thall make ãt a point to procure him one: ; 
and, if poſſible; in the neighbourhood.” He 
is very ſhy in company, eſpecially of women; 
but I ſhall make him ſpeak. if, poſſible, for I 
do not know. a nene nen, Yor 
on all ſubjects. 1 25 | 
Mr. Franklin now .exprediihan Mr: Selby . 
ſome. ſurprize at the delay of his marriage.— 
Ie is in compliance with the requeſt of our dear 
mother, ſaid he; ſhe wiſhes us to wait till the 
| year 


5 
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year is completed, brody the death of Mr. | 
Bennet. I pay her the moſt implicit obedi - 
ence ; the time of my noviciate is nearly ex- 
pired, and I. hope within a month to be the 
huſband of my dear Anna Maria, and. the 


happieſt of men. In the mean time I am re- 


pairing the parſonage, and preparing to re- 
ceive its miſtreſs. My regard for her is of 
ſuch a nature, as will, I truſt, rather increaſe 


than diminiſh with time and age; may we be 


as happy as her excellent parents were |- and 
I cannot wiſh for greater earthly happineſs; 
but may it continue longer unbroken'!—Our 
friend here, ſaid Franklin, has ſhewn much 


curiofity concerning the Bennet family, and 
ſtill more about Miſs Melcombe. I have pro- 


miſed to uſe my intereſl with you, Sir, 
that it may be gratified.—Selby ſmiled. I 
muſt firſt uſe mine with Mrs. Bennet. Butlet 
Mr. Saville ſee a little more of us; he can 
hardly tell at preſent whether he likes us or 


not.— declared that I could tell it with as 


much certainty as if we had been acquainted | 


We © 


for twenty years. 


Many lively things paſſed baron F rank- | 


ln and Selby; and I „ the evening too 


ſhot? 5 


J ne — EO” 


* 


mort, though I wiſhed impatiently for the 
morrow ; and the night ſeemed as much too 
long. Mrs. Franklin is a good wife and mo- 
ther; ſhe is not a ſhining character i in the 
| conver ſation way, but ſhe is all that a man 


ou7ht to wiſh for in domeſtic life; an excel- 
lent manager without any oſtentatious di/play 
of it; elegantly neat, without being a /lave- 
to her houſe and furniture; every thing ſtands 
in the right place; every thing is brought in 


the right ſeaſon ; you hear no ſcolding of ſer- 
vants; ſee no uneaſineſs in the miſtreſs ; the 
family buſineſs goes on as regularly as a good 
clock that keeps the time without your being 
always ſetting it faſter or ſlower. Every one 
looks eaſy and contented, and this I take to 
be a criterion of a well- conducted family. 

A good and plentiful table, but not covered 
with incitements to gluttony; plain food 
neatly dreſſed; good ale of their own brew- 
ing, and wines of their own making, which 
I preferred to foreign produce, though Frank- 
lin inſiſted upon my drinking his port, which 
indeed was good, but J choſe to conform to 


the family 1 5 in every N 
4 
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At length this impatiently expected mor- 
row came, and brought in its train the fa- 
mily I ſo much defired to meet ; the hours 
ſeemed to move flower, than uſual till they 
arrived. 2 
You will, I know, expat a particulat de- 
ſcription of theſe ladies, though I have given 
you a ſlight ſketch of the young ones, and 
they ſhall therefore he ſet aſide till J have in- 
troduced Mrs. Bennet to your acquaintance. 
She is about forty-five years of age, her aſ- 
pect is intelligent, but the ſtriking character 
upon it is benevolence, and a ſweet compla- 
cency in her manner, that encourages you to 
converſe with her. I think I could reveal 
every thought of my heart to her; She looks 
like the parent of all that approach her, and 
the two young ladies look up to her with 
equal love and reverence ; their eyes refer 
every queſtion to her deciſion. It would be 
impoſſible to diſcover which is the.chi/d of 
nature, and which of adoption, unleſs you were 
told it, the regards and attentions are ſo 
equally diſpenſed and returned. Selby pays - 
her the reſpect of a ſon, and ſhe returns him 


the ſame renn, or rather more than the pays 
. to 


* 2 


56s 


to her daughters, ſo let me call them, for no 
children can be more dutiful, no fiſters more 
aFcfionate to each other. 
Miſs Bennet is a charming young Wm 
but Miſs Melcombe is an angel. The one 
you could wiſh to be familiar with, but the 
other you dare not approach too near; with- 
out pride or vanity, ſhe inſpires reſpect and 
awe; a ſavage could not offer rudeneſs to her; 
the form of a Venus, with the chaſtity of 
Diana. I have not words to expreſs her 
charms—let the Poet do it for 5 


Her faultleſs form appear'd with every grace, 
While beauty ſat triumphant in her face; 
Her hair a cheſnut brown in ringlets flow'd, 
And charms beyond the reach of art beſtow'd; 
Her forehead white as ſnow, —her radiant eyes 
The bright celeſtial blue that paints the ſkies; 
A guiltleſs bluſh-her blooming cheeks diſcloſe, 
The native tincture of an opening roſe: 
Her aſpect open, artleſs, and ſerene, 
Reveal'd _ partes mind that dwelt within. ; 


4 


Now cannot I recollect _ author of theſe 
ines; bn no matter, they: fuit my Goddeſs 
; _ ' +5 7% 


4 *$« 
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N as well as they could the perſon for whont 
they were compoſed. * 3 
Collins had an idea of ſuch a ber 
maiden when he deſcribed the beauties of 
| e ; | 


— 


You will think me 1 mad. if 1 
make any more quotations; and yet nei- 
| ther poetry nor proſe can expreſs the half 
1 of my idea of Miſs Melcomde. 

She ſeems rather of a ſerious turn; Piss 
Bennet is more lively, though the friends 
they have loſt were nearer to her blood, 
but perhaps not in affection. ; 3 
But has that fair creature loved already ? 
What then? The object was doubtleſs 
worthy of her; yet I could wiſh ſhe had 
never loved, and that I was deſtined to 
inſpire her with the firſt idea of the ten- 
der paſſion. For, oh! my dear friend, I 
feel that I do love her with the - pureſt 
and at the ſame time the warmeſt. paſ- | 
fion. To you I have no reſerves. I feel 
that this dear lady is my fate. I can think W | 
of no other object. I can ſpeak of no 
ether. + Bear with me, pity me, en- 

| courage 
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_ eourage my hope! When I can recollect 


myſelf, I will take Pp og pen. un: till then : 


adieu! 
E. em 


LETTER XVL | 
Mr. SAVILLE to Mr. Jonnson,. 


I INTENDED to . given you an ac- 


ſee; but my deſcription of Miſs Melcombe 
ran away with my pen, and put it out of 
my power. on Bo. 
I will try. to forget her : no, that is im- 
poſſible. To exclude her: no, that would 
be too cruel. To ſpeak of others, and only 
to mention her in turn, will that do? | 
I ſaid but little, for my attention was 
wholly abſorbed. I will try to recolle& how- 


ever ſome part of the converſation. Every 
perſon 


count of the day I ſo much longed to 8. . 
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perſon preſent Was highly agrecable to mes 
the day paſſed away too faſt. I begged Mrs, 


Bennet's permiſſion to pay my reſpe&s to 
her. 'She -an{wered, that ſhe looked on me 


as a member of Mr. Franklin's family, and 
ſhould be glad to ſee me with them. The 


reply was, methinks, rather ungracious ; but 
her ſmiling and complacent manner conceal- 
ed it from me at the time: upon reflection, I 
do not half like it. Franklin ſpoke hand- 
ſomely of me, and recommended me to her 
favour; ſhe commended his kindneſs and 
hoſpitality to me. Selby had told her of my 


elopement ffom Lady Belmour's ; the ladies 


all ſmiled at the circumſtances ; and Mrs. 


© Bennet faid, The conſequences of the ac- 


tion muſt determine the merit of it; that it 
was pity ſo young a gentleman ſhould be tft 
without a guide at his firſt entrance into. 
life. Selby then told her, that I had choſen” 
Mr. Johnſon to be that guide, and that he 
had undertaken the office. She praiſed this 
Mr. Johnſon, and ſpoke highly of his cha- 
racter and merits from report, for the had no 


perſonal knowledge of him. I was abaſhed 
at the difficulties before me, for I found I 


Was 


— 


Fas to undergo a probation, before I could 
be admitted to the honour of her acquaint- 
ance, and received in her d upon my 
own account. 1 15 | 8 
MI. Butler came juſt as we were fitting 
down to dinner. He only returned the 
friendly ſalutations of the company, and 
| ſpoke no more till the ladies withdrew into 
the other -parlour, Selby whiſpered me, 
—We do notuſually part with the ladies, but 
Butler will not talk in their company.—He 
then tried to make him ſpeak. I thanked 
him for the-good offices he had done me. - 
He anſwered, That it was not he, but his 
friend Mr. Jarvis, who had written to Mr. 4 
Johnſon, and at his defire had informed him} - 
of my ſituation. . | 
I aid, Iwas- equally liz: to lis REI a” 

as the information came originally from him 
After this introduction he went on; Selby 

drew him in, and made him converſe upon 

many intereſting ſubjects; and he ſpoke well 

upon all. What a pity that a man of un: 
verial knowledge ſhould he under ſuch a; 
diſqualification. I find it is neceſſary tõ con- 

verſe with men, as well as books, to qualify a 

pe Fo N 1 . 


x44 THE TWO MENTORS: 


man for an intercourſe with the world : even 


a boy, a novice like myſelf, has more courage 
in a mixed company, than this man of ge- 
nius and learning unit. 

When we went to tea with the ladies 


Butler was mute again, and nothing but 


monoſyllables could be got from him. Selby 


ſaid, I have diſcovered that Mr. Saville is a 
good ſcholar : he ſhall come to ſee us at the 


parſonage ; and, Butler, you ſhall read lec- 


tures to us both.— Franklin begged that he 
might be allowed to be preſent, and a day 


was fixed in the following week for this 


purpoſe. 


After tea, a party at whiſt was made 4 © 


took every opportunity of recommending 
myſelf to the favour of Mrs. Bennet, whoſe 


character roſe upon me every time ſhe ſpoke; 
the young ladies threw off ſome part of their 


reſerve, and were perfectly agreeable. | 
I conſidered this party as a perfect contraſt 
to that I had fo lately been engaged in. An 
agreeable woman, whoſe converſation is ſea- 
ſoned with wit, and bounded by modeſty, is | 
an angelic creature, compared with one 


whoſe language f iS inan and whoſe eyes 


aſſiſt 


> a . Su 
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T 


aſſiſt the tongue in conveying looſe ideas to 
the heart. I compared Mrs. Bennet with 
Lady Belmour ; I looked on one with re- 
ſpect even to reverence, on the other with 
mingled indignation and contempt. If wo- 
men knew the intereſt of their ſex, none 
would throw off at leaſt the appearance of 
virtue and modeſty ; a bold woman is ſhock - 
ing. Nay, every appearance of vice in a 
woman is infinitely more diſguſting than in 
a man; which [I think is a preſumption that 
woman was intended to be a more perfect 
creature than man; and in this view ſhe is 
entruſted with the important charge of the 
early part of our education, and of forming 
the infant mind to virtue and ee of 
manners. | 
Excuſe the. digrefſion, my dear friend: 1 
return to my ſubject. This amiable family 
ſtaid ſupper with us; they went away between 
ten and eleven. The ladies went in a neat 
poſt-chaiſe, which is intended to ſerve the 
two families when divided: Selby and But- 
ler were their eſcort, attended by a boy in 
livery. The day was too ſhort for me, and 
the night was but a mental enjoyment of the 
Vor. . * paſt 


1 
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paſt ſcenes. | ſlept not till day- light, and 
even now I enjoy the recollection at the diſ- 
tance of ſeveral days. | 
In the morning I ſaunter about wth 
X ranklin, and obſerve his directions to his 
ſervants and workmen; I think 1 will en- 
deavour to learn the theory of this farming 
buſineſs. When I have collected a ſufficient 
ſtock of knowledge, I way take a farm into 
my own hands, and live in the ſame ſtyle 
that Franklin does. If I could procure ſuch 
a helpmate as 1 have in my mind's eye, what 
a paradiſe would that farm be to me ! But! 
have much ground. to go over before I am 
likely ro know my fate with that charming 
woman! If I can have any hope of ſucceſs, 
her will ſhall be a law to me; and all places, 
all employments, will be alike to me. 
How comes it, my friend, that people's 
time hangs heavy upon their, hands? Is it 
not for want .of a proper employment? J 
think. thoſe men ſeem the happieſt who are 
engaged in buſineſs of one kind or other. 
Pray give me your advice upon this ſubject, 
that I may lay a plan for my future courſe of 
life: I believe much depends upon ſetting 
_ . 


- # «; 
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out in a 1155 me ethod; When we get a habit 


of doing right things, it is pps to conti- 
nuc it. 

Thurſday, Well, my friend; 1 have RE 
an agreeable day, at the parſonage. Mr. But- 


ler gave us 2 lecture before dinner; we-are - 


going through the claſſics again with new 
pleaſure and alacrity. Mr. Selby is every 
thing; the ſcholar, the clergyman, the far- 
mer, the gentleman in turn, and ſhines in 


all theſe characters, without affectation, pe- 


dantry, or bigotry in either. I hope to cul- 
tivate a laſting friendſhip with this amiable 
man ; he apologized for giving us a batehe- 


lor's dinner, and hoped he ſhould ſoon have 
az wife to do the honours of his table; til 7 + 
then, a ſingle joint and a 8 wit Bd * 


could give his friends. . 
J hoped the ladies would dare met us, 
but was diſappointed. Fra 


diſappointment, aud ſmiled. at?/ it. Selby 
told me, he hoped I world: fd the way by 
myfelf to his houſe, when Mr. Franklin was 


otherwiſe engaged. I promiſed that I would : : 
very ſoon ſhow him my ſenſe of the favour 


2 done 


% 


aklin and Las . 
turned home to ſupper; he renfarked my 


223 
| | 
1 
18 
| ' 
| 
| 
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done me in the invitation. | 5 Eniſh « hs / 
ſheet with my beſt withes, thanks, regards. 
E. SAVILLE, 


> 


LETTER xvn. 


% 


— 


1 SAVILLE to Mr. Jonnson. WE 
£4 


Seide Evening 


7 ESTERDAY 1 took a walk to the 
parſonage. Mr. Selby received me 

„ with, that friendly and familiar air which ba- 
5 " niſhes all reſerve. I told him the fituation 
of my! heart with regard to Miſs Melcombe, 
and aſked his intereſt with her and Mrs. Ben- 
net. f He pauſed, he heſitated. —I wiſh, aid 
he, to do you ſervice. 1 believe you are 
worthy of that amiable girl; but He ſtop- 
ped.— But what © faid } ha tat objection 
can there be to your attemptitig to ſerve me, 
even if it ſhould not ſucceed?—That god 
* $ 
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lady s ſituation ig 3 particular one; I 4s not 
know whether Mrs. Bennet will permit me. 
to explain it; I will however aſk her Je 

ſion in your behalf. 0 5 

| You ſeem likely to be a old avon 

faid I, diſcouraged by his air and manner. 

It ſeems to me that you do not think me 

worthy of your friendſhip, or the dear lady's 

acceptance.—You are extremely miſtaken, 

| faid he; I never liked a man fo well, upon 
ſo ſhort an acquaintance. I am going to 
give you a proof of it, by inviting you to 
my wedding, which I won will be celebrated 
next wett 


he You do me both honour and pleaſure, fu 
me I; 1 will be your brideman. But let me im- 8 | 
4. 5 your good offices with the lady.—I „ 3 
on a thought for your ſervice, ſaid he. -Od'thar! - © 
be, day, when Mrs. Bennet will grant me almoſt 


any favour I can aſk, I will beg of her leave 
to communicate to you the. memoirs of the 
Bennet family, written by Mr. Bennet, and 
addreſſed to his darling ſon. They include 
'on Miſs Melcombe's hiſtory from the hour of 
ne, her birth, and they will explain the peculia- 8 
ing rity of her fituation. [ will make known 
ly's 2 | H 3 8 


aid 
arc 
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your pretenſions to Mrs. Bennet; for I will. 
have no clandeſtine courtſhips under my 
roof. Mrs. Bennet muſt decide the impor- . 
tant queſtion ; and you may truſt it to her, 
ſne will do what is beſt. for you both, Lou 
may judge by what I have now ſaid of my 
frankneſs and ſincerity.— I thank you for 
both with my whole heart, faid I; you have 5 
bound me to you by a tye that can never be 
broken. — After this, I acquainted him with 
the ſtate of my fortune, as far as I Knew. it. 
myſelf, and my determination to bring my 
guardian to ſettle accounts with me. We 
explained our ſentiments to each other; and 
he promiſed me his friendſhip and good of- 
fices without reſerve. , we 

1 returned home. to 8 od to. my 
ſurpriſe ſound a card from 1 Belmour as 


follows: 80 


* 


— 


„ 5 Friday. De 


« Lads Belmour * compliments to 
| Mr. Saville. Notwithſtanding, his cavalier- 
treatment of her and her friends, ſhe will be 
31 glad of his company to e to-day, to 
meet 


* E 
%" 25 
* we of 


** 
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meet an old ſchool-fellow, and to receive a 


pacquet from Mr. Munden.“ 
| really felt like a ſchool-boy who. expects 


chaſtiſement. —] will not go, faid 1; let her 


ſend every day an invitation — Mr. Franklin 


laughed at my diſtreſs. 1 ſee, ſaid he, ſhe 
is trying to lure you back again, —And if 
ever I put myſelf ; into her power, ſaid I, 1. 
deſerve all that follows. 

I told him all that had paſſed between ane 
ang Mr. Selby, and he felicitated me on his 
friendſhip. and good offices. T expe&, faid 
he, an invitation to the wedding, and [ 


think it will be a very proper introduction to 


your courtſhip: we ſha't keep you among 
us, I perceive. —l am happily fitcated, faid 
I, even to my heart's wiſhes ; but I cannot 
continue with you, unleſs you will allow me 
to become your boarder.—We will talk of | 
that hereafter, ſaid: he; our board now waits 
for us. Mrs. Franklin complains that our 
dinner is ſpoiled; if you were not a lover, 


ſhe ſhould correct you.. 80 ſaying, he led me 


into the dining-parlour, where I apologized, 
for my fav. The good lady received my | 
excuſe with a ſrailing countenance; only 


'H 4 ſaying, 


I . oe ia n 
> we Py ma * r . * ? 
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faying, It the dinner be ſpoiled, the loſs is 
your own, and you muſt bear it patiently. 


This card of Lady Belmour's dwelt upon 
my mind ; it ſeemed to me that ſhe was con- 
triving ſome ſcheme to entice me back to her 
houſe, leſt I ſhould TELL TALES "OUT OF 
sCHOOL, I told Franklin ſo.— Suppoſe, 
faid he, ſhe ſhould carry you off as her pri- 
ſoner ? She has ſpirit enough for an Armida, 
but I fear you have not gallantry ſufficient 


for a Rinaldo, —I laughed at the idea, and it 


ſerved to divert us in our evening 8 conver- 
ſation. 

This morning, as I was ſitting at break- 
faſt with my friend and his family, a ſervant 
announced a gentleman on horſeback, who 
defired to ſpeak with me. Show him in by 
all means, ſaid Franklin, laughing, and do 


not truſt yourſelf out of doors with him : 
deſire the gentleman to walk in. Preſently 


the door opened; and who ſhould appear 
but my old ſchool- fellow George Clayton 
J ran to meet him, and took his hand; we 
ſaluted with mutual freedom and familiarity. 

Mr. Franklin deſired him to be ſeated; and 


ſaid any friend of mine was welcome to uſe 


his 


\ 
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| his houſe. Clayton looked hard at me, and 


ſmiled. —Y on look, faid he, like the fame 
Edward Saville whom I knew and loved at 


Weſtminſter School; your behaviour is like 


the ſame perſon: both are different from what 


l expected, from the account I have lately 


heard of you. Explain, my friend, ſaid I. 
From whom have you heard this account of 
me He ſmiled. From Lady Belmour, ſaid 
Franklin. — Clayton ſmiled again.— What, 
ſaid I, are you the ſchool- fellow I was in- 
vited to meet — The very ſame, ſaid he; 


but you would not truſt yourſelf in my com- 
pany.— Ves, in your company, ſaid I, but 
not in that of your ſociety. f 


Well, ſaid he, that is kindly put for me.— 
You did not like the ſociety at Lady Bel- 5 
mour s. Every one has a right to chooſe his 
company. allow that; but it was not like 
my Edward, to leave abruptly and unpolitely 
a houſe where he had been generouſly, po- 
litely, and kindly treated; and where the miſ- 
treſs endeavoured to contribute every thing in 
her power to promote his happineſs, though ſhe . 
might miſtake his taſte as to the true road to 
it; ſurely ſhe was entitled to a polite fare- 

5 N well. 
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addreſs diſconcerted me. I felt confuſed, 


well. Would you think it, my friend? this 


aſhamed, diſtreſſed,” as much as if I had 
been guilty of a bad action. I was ſilent 
above a minute. Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 
left the room to us: he threw a look at me, 


which ſeemed tb ſay; How will you get out of 


this difficulty — When they were gone, 1 
collected myſelf and anſwered him. This 
charge, from a friend and ſchool- fellow, de- 


ſerves a ſerious anſwer. There are certain 


ſituations in whith politeneſs muſt give way 
to ſincerity. Lady Belmour's behaviour te 


: me was in char acrer; ſhe tried all her ſeduc- 


ing arts to lure me into a ſtate of vice and 
dimpation, which ſhe dignifies with the name 
of happineſs. Mine to her was according to 
my principles, and agreeable to my ſiſtem of 


— She attacked me with all her 


; I eluded them with all my ſkill. Find- 


ing Hon 1 was no exſy victim, ſhe threw off : 


tlie maſk, and behaved with the moſt unpa- 


ralleled effrontery. She brought a young 
woman into my bed-chamber; ſhe locked the 
door upon us, and obliged us to paſs the 


ht together. The young woman was no 


4 
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voluntary victim; her Gtuation was 6 piti- 
able. I ſeemed to favour her deſign upon 


us both, in order to reſcue her and myſelf 
from that ſchool of proffigac. 
Lady Belmour fir/? laid ceremony 26 de 
with me; and I did the ſame by her. I left 
her houſe fans ceremanie, and in a way that 
[ intended thould ſhow my contempt of her 
defigns and her binn and] do 1 not re- 
pent it. | 

Clayton repeated, * nparalleled efironte,, 
ry! School of profligacy | Poor Lady Bel- 
mour! Poor George Clayton! thou art 
one of this ſociety ſo deſpiſed, ſo contemp- 


tible; but which can however retort the con- 


tempt it has received. How Mr. Saville 
thould have = bibed theſe. opinions, is, I 
confeſs, aſtoniſhing to m. <l ſuppoſe ſome- 
canting Methodiſt-preacher has” VET 


thee, and thou haſt condemned thyſelf to 


ſach ſociety as he recommends.—Stop there, 


George! faid I; you never were more miſ- 


taken: Lady Belmour and her ſociety are 
myh more likely to be converted to. Metho- 
diſm than myſelf. At the decline of a pro- 
"ages life, * are glad to take ſhelter in 
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implicit faith, and to embrace whatever is of- 
- fered as a ſubſtitute for virtue, which requires 
labour and ſelf-denial ; while faith carries 
them by a ſhort road to the hope, I might ra- 
ther ſay the preſumption, of future happineſs. 
Let us avoid this fubject; let us avoid con- 
tention of every kind. I wiſh to remain 
your friend, but I will not be that of Lady 
Belmour. 'There are. many different roads 
through life; I have choſen mine, you have 
a Tight to chooſe yours. I ſee with concern 


it is not what I could have wiſhed for you; 


but I give you up to it, and break off this 
converſation, in_ which both of us have 
ſpoken too freely ; let us excuſe each other, 
and part like friends. . 

Perhaps we may, ſaid he. Ie us com- 


promiſe ; but Lam © to ſee you ſo reſo- 


late. to prevail upon you to return 


At me to dinner at Lady Belmour's ; muſt 


I give it up?—You muſt indeed, Sir: I 
will not again enter her houſe. 

If you would venture yourſelf with 1 ws 
faid he, I would paſs my word for your ſa 
return, and that you ſhould neither be rob 2 
nor rav;/hed.—He looked arch, and ſmiled. 
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in ſo droll 2 8 that I was almoſt rea- 
dy to ſmile again; but L aſſumed a ſtill more 
ſerious aſpect. He did the ſame.—You are 
going to preach again, ſaid he.—Not to you, 
Sir, faid I.— Well, if I, moſt give up my 
commiſſion, here, ſaid he, taking a letter 
out of his pocket, here is ſomething for 
you; it is from old Munden: you did not 
learn theſe preciſe notions from him, I am 
ſure. There, ſee what it contains, and 
whether you have any meſſage to ſend by me 
in return I took the letter, and read it. I 
ſhall encloſe it to you in this pacquet; it 
contained a remittance of two hundred 
pounds in Bank notes. I conſidered a mi- 
nute, and then aſked him to wait a little, 
while I wrote a note to Lady Belmour. He 
again entreated me to return with him ; he 
begged, perſuaded, rallied, laughed, and tried 
every art, to no purpoſe. þ>Þ | 
At laſt he threatened me with the ven- 
geance of her Ladyſhip, for the affront I had 
put upon her, and alſo upon my guardian 
Mp Munden. He teazed me out of pati - 
ence, and we parted with barely civility; for 
he refuſed to carry either letter or meſſage 


with 


158 THE TWO MENTOR'S: 


with him; and, had I not kept a guürd upon 
myſelf, he had e me to „ putt wich 
him. | 


* 


He left me very much out of humour; 


and when Franklin returned, I related the: 
whole of our conference to him. He ap- 
plauded my beliaviour, ſaying, It was more 
difficult to ſtand my ground againft raillery, 
than againſt temptation, paſſion, or any ſe- 
| He ſaid true, for I felt 
myſelf aſhamed of the part J had acted; and 


duction whatever. 


I could not have faced the company at Lady 
Belmour's, had my inelination led me to re- 


turn with Bim: 
paſſed between me and Clayton as the con- 


however, I conſidered what 


cluſion of my acquaintance with him and the 


whole ſociety.” 
forther confi deration, I deterinined 
to write a note to Lady Belmeour, in anſwer 
to her card to me, and to take a civil leave 


U Pon 


of her 


nd her aſſociates. 


1 collected that 


ſhe had a di appointed in her expectations 
upon my pocket, as well as my perſon, and 
reſolv:d to diſcharge all appearance of olgi- 


gation to her; accordingly } fent the follow- * 
ing note, encloſing a pill {or chi-qy hue | 


* Mg 


— * 


A MODERN STORY. | 189 


« Mr. Saville preſents compliments to La- 
dy Belmour ; the ſame motives that impelled - 
him to leave her houſe, prevent his accept- 
ing her polite invitation to dinner; he re- 
turns thanks for the civilities he received at 
her manſion, and begs her acceptance of the 
trifs encloſed, being the confidtration which 
her Ladyſhip demanded of him in return for 
her enterta:nment and good offices, ofcwhich 
he ſhall always retain a perfect remembrance." / 

After I had made up my mind upon this 
article, I reſumed my uſual cheerfulneſs, and 
went with Franklin over his grounds, taking 
leſſons of agriculture, and amuſing 1 
for the remainder of the dax. . 

Sunday ſpent in the duties whith B 
had too much neglected for ſeveral months 
paſt. Mr. Selby is devout and proper in his 
offices, without affectation, pedantry, or for- 
mality; and you perceive the gentleman in 
the offices of the divine, and the kind of 
dignity that ſecures both ey _— and love a 
of his pariſhioners. 

Mrs. Bennet and her two ag (01 let ; 
me call them), were at church, and with 
them another young woman, whom they 

allowed 


4 
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allowed to viſit them, and improve by con- 


verſing with them; her name is Grove, a 
farmer's daughter, lately Eome to a pretty 
fortune by the' death of a grandmother.— 
Franklin tells me ſhe is laid out for a wife for 
Mr. Collins; and Mr. Selby does all in his 
power to promote the match. 1 9 
In the evening Mr. Selby called upon us; 
he delivered Mrs. Bennet's compliments to 
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin, and their gueſt, de- 
ſiring their company to dine at her houſe on 
the morrow. We accepted the invitation 
with pleaſure, —But when, faid Mr. Franklin, 
is your happy day ?—You ſhall know that to- 
morrow, ſaid he. We ſhall have but few 
friends preſent; Mr. Collins will be my 
other brideman ; Saville has offered, Miſs 
Melcombe will be his partner; Miſs Grove, 


Collins' .Do you know, ſaid Franklin, 


chat Saville had a mind to be jealous of Col- 


lins's attention to Miſs Melcombe ?—It is a 


proof of his penetration. Collins did actu- 
ally make an offer of himſelf to Miſs Mel- 
combe. Well, ſays the Poet, 8. 


« A lover's eye will gaze an eagle blind,  ' 


40 A lover's ear will hear the loweſt ſound, od 
os When 


w 
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When the ſuſpicious head of theft is ſtopp'd ;= 
4 Love's feeling is more ſoft and ſenfible 
« Than are the tender horns of cockled ſnails.” 
„„ SHAKESPEARE, _ 
Ah ! that deſcription is worthy of Shake- 
ſpeare, ſaid I; but even that divine poetry is 
not ſo intereſting to me, as the anſwer. that 
Collins received from Miſs Melcombe.ä— - 
thought ſo, ſaid Selby. He was refuſed, . 
but not with the pride and diſdain that many 
fine women ſhow upon ſuch occaſions. He 
was told ſhe was not a proper wife for him; 
but Mrs. Bennet commended his intention 
to marry, and aſked him to let her have the, 
| honour to recommend a wife to him. He 
acknowledged her goodneſs, and promiſed to 
liſten to her recommendation, but would not 
abide by it unleſs he liked the perſon. Mrs. 
Bennet applauded him for his reſolution. 
She has ſince pointed out Dolly Grove as a ; 
proper perſon. Collins thanked her, but 
ſaid he muſt take ſome time to get over his . 
diſappointment with Miſs Melcombe ; and he 
looks at her, as if unwilling to give up his 
hopes.—But- he is refuſed, ſaid I?—Selby. 
ſmiled, he is abſolutely.— Then I will hope, 
a ts > „ 
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ſaid I? And you have moſt kindly-appoint- 
ed me her- partner for the day of your nup- 
tials ?—] have, ſa aig he ; and I ſhall, as is my 
duty, promote the marriage of all py * 


riſhioners in turn. | . 
'I thanked him moſt ſincerely for hs good 


offices, and for his intended introduction of. 
me at Mrs. Bennet's. He ſtaid not more 


than an hour with us, and returned to ſup- 
per at Mrs. Bennet's ; but his company in 


that ſhort time enlivened us for the remainder ! 
of the evening. I ſhall ſend this pacquet (o 


I to-morrow, to be forwarded by the car- 


rier to you. I encioſe Mr. Munden's letter, 
and you will read it after my ſcribble. Let 


me have the pleaſure of hearing from Th 
ſoon, ' And believe me always 
| | moſt ONES yours, 


7 wo» 1 ; | 5 
— b - | i 
2 * ow A | | 
»S - * Fl 5 
* =. wm a - <4 —— þ 1 ©» DC a 1 PORES 
2 , : 
* L 8 SI 


LETTER vill. 


Mr. Monvex to Mr. SAVILLE. 1. 


My Dran bor, 


"OUR laſt letter was an impertinent one 1 


ſure, that you are come to A hetter way of 
tuinking.—Lady Belmour is your true friend; 


bay 


but. L have ſince heard, with great plea- 


ſhe excuſed. you to me; ſhe told me you 
would, in due time, be all that 7 withed yon; 
ſhe intreated me e 0 leave, you wholly to her | 


management.. N 


Her laſt confirms * prognoſtigs con- 


cerning you. She ſays you are ſo much im- 
proved both in perſon and behaviour, that 4 


ſhould hardly know you. But you are an 
obſtinate ſelf-willed fellow, and will not ſuf- ; 


fer her to lead your choice in any thing, and 


ſo you have fallen in love as yo thought 


proper, you young dog you! However, 1 


am glad that you have diſcovered yourſelf to 


have certain paſſions and propenſities, and 


that mo can ſpeak. for yourſelf upon ſome oY 


cahons; . 
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caſions; it will give you proper courage to 
ſpeak upon others, aye upon all. —Well, and 
ſo this Miſs Jonas has owned you for her 
protector; aye, that is the word, and you have 
owned her for your. miſireſs, or your friend; 
for young men are ſometimes more preciſe in 
their words, than in their actions. No. 
mind what I fay, Edward, for I am a vete- 
ran in theſe caſes. Let this girl be your 
Friend, or. your companion, or what you pleaſe, 
but don't let her be your mifireſs indeed; 
keep her humble and obedient to your will 
and pleaſure. Don't go to make her a ſettle- 
ment, for that is to make her independent of 
Jou, but make her more or leſs, according 
as ſhe deſerves of you. Alt is neceſſary for 
you to have a female friend, to keep you from 
rambling about, and getting into low com- 
pany that will cheat you, and hurt your 
health and your morals. bl, 2 
When you come to town, I will teach you 
how to manage her; in the mean time I ſend 
you a remittance of 200l. I ſuppoſe you 
will want to make the girl ſome preſents, and 
you muſt alſo make an acknowledgment to 


wee: 4 mer; a bank note of gol. will be 
luffcient 


6 
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ſufficient. When you come to London, 1 
will ſettle accounts with you, and give up 


my truſt.— I ſhould think a few years travel 
| would be of ſervice to you'; we will ſpeak 


of that and other matters at your return,— 
I have ſome intereſt at Court, if you chicols 


to puſh your fortune in that line; but don't 


come with your nonſenſe again, about pub- 
lic virtue, and public ſpirit. I tell you, there 
is no ſuch thing, —nobody loves their coun- 
try, but for what ſhe is able to do for them. 
Don't'tell me of your Greeks and Romans, 
they were poor ignorant fellows compared to 
thoſe of our times; and, beſides, they were 
Heathens, and therefore can be no examples 


to us. I hope yet to make a great man of 
you, Edward, and then I ſhall be proud of 


you, as the work of my own hands. Pre- 
ſent my beſt compliments to Lady Belmour | 
and her friends; and believe me, 
Your dope and fincereſt friend, 
| RICHARD MUNDERN, 


| 4 | 
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8 L: 74 
2 3 


NIIss J ONEs fo Mr. SAVILLE.' 


Dran 81 R, 
S you were my deliverer from a ſtate of 
vice and folly, you have a right, to 4 
informed what uſe I make of my liberty. 
am happy in the fituation which 1 id: a 
to you, in partnerſhip. with my friend in 
8— ſtreet, in the Borough of Southwark; 
and if you ſhould ever come that way, I hope 
vou will honour me fo far as to call on me 
there. Your lawyer was ſo kind as to advance 
me two hundred pounds upon my bond, and 
takes upon him to negociate mine with Lord 
C—; and this obligation I owe like wiſe to 
-your goodneſs, . Mrs. Searle, my partner, has 
3 * and ſhe has "wy friends 


very good bu | 


Conſiapitpmployment drives away diſa- 


| greeable inn, and I feel myſelf happier 
T en 
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than ever I was before; and I hope to obtain 


that peace and tranguillity which attends thoſe 
who are commendably employed. 


As often as I return thanks to my Creator 
for his infinite mercy in reſcuing me from a 
ſtate of fin ang folly, and giving me comfort- 
able hopes of peace here, and happineſs here- 
after, I ſhall remember my benefactor both 
in my prayers and praiſes ; and I will implore 
for him een bleſſing that heaven | can be- 


ſtow. 


Fa am, dear and a "IN , 
Your moſt * and grateful ſervant, 
| 8. Jong. 8. 


EE T. 
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LETTER XX. 
r. Jounson to Mr. SAVILLE. 


Dies: SIR, 


OWE you many cio Widlliedninks for 
the entertainment your pacquets have af- 
forded me, excluſive of the ſatis faction I have 
received from the intelligence they have 
brought relative to your own concerns. 

I congratulate_you on your ory, and on 
your defeat alſo, for you are abſolutely a cap- 
tive, though a voluntary one; but T rejoice 
that you are ſo nobly enſlaved, and hope the 
lady will keep you bound to her for the re- 
mainder of your life, 

The firſt time the heart is ſubdued is com- 
monly the criis of our lives; and the follow- 
ing part takes its character from this event: 
of how great conſequence therefore is it that 
the object ſhould be worthy of our homage 
Were young men aware of the conſequences 
of a firſt attachment, they would not ſuffer. 
themſelves to be enſlaved by unworthy ob- 
jects. That vice depraves the heart is as cer- 

ain, as that virtue rectifies and improves it 


p 1 an 


N [ 4 


ad MODERN: STORY: 16g . 


, an early attachment to a virtuous and amia- : 

ble woman cultivates and ripens overs great 
and noble quality; an attachment to a bad 
woman leads to a * 5 an — e 

f miſery. wt Wh 2 4 | 

* * not wiſh A young! man to | marry 

ſo early as at your age; but Lwould have 

him engaged in a courtſhip and corteſpoiid= 

ence with a woman qualified to be in time an 
amiable wife and mother; I would have him 
meet with ſome diffculties, as an exerciſe to 

his patience and fortitude; I would have him | 
ſubdue them by his virtue and activity, and +" 
at length receive the reward of his ce * 
and fidelity. What a fortunate man are you, | 
to fall into the acquaintance: and obtain the 
friendſhip of ſuch a family ! and to meet with 
an object worthy of your. beſt affections, 
without going in ſearch of her 1 It is not a 
very eaſy thing for a good young man to 
chooſe a wife that is worthy of him.— The | 
young women of the preſent. times are very 
agreeable companions for an hour, for an af- 
ternoon's converſation, for an evening's enter- 
tainment; but for wives look at the wives 
of the great world! look at the huſbands RE, 

Vor. I. OS -, 


—— 
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do, fete judge - reflect i and thank God 
you have eſcaped the danger of a faſhionable 
wife. The: pupils of folly and foppery are 
terrible companions for life; if you chooſe a 
town-bred girl, the odds are too many that 
yqu cxilb meet ith one of them, The re- 
mains af ancient and virtuous manners are 
only to be found in the country; the farther 
from the capital the better. Vou may meet 
with the pupils of faſhion there alſo, but the 
chances are in your favour. I would ſend - 
thoſe young men I love, into the country tor | 
a wife; and warn them not to make her too 
well acquainted with a town life afterwards. 
This, latter part of my leſſon, may yet be in 
time for you; and it is not certain that you 
may not want the former: you have a great 
deal of ground to go over, before you are 
ſure of Miſs Melcombe. - _ 
Study agriculture,” ſtudy O my 3 
are neceſſary, both will be beneficial * 
* ſettled for life. eine 
I reſpect Mr. Franklin, I 3 Mr. Selby, 
I revere Mrs, Bennet and her | amiable 
W eultivate- their friendſhip and 
: +. en 
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eſteem, my young friend; deſerve thei afe 
fection, and you will obtain it. 709 1 
Continue your narrative to me; if it 
is poſſible, let me e know the: gy of the | F 
Bennet family. , a . 
Every thing es; is | intereſting to ou, 
will be 15 to your: Bee 3 255 
1 1000. 21.1 FI (4 Nestes, 
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Y Mr. 2 VILLE. to „. lenser. 
35 | on 4 
L HANK ) you, dear Sir, 5 n Sake 
i MW 4 nal leflons, they can never be unſea- 
ſonable or unwelcome to me. I will conti- h 
„ nue my narrative, ſince it affords you enter- | 
e W tainment; and it aſſures me a return of much. 


4 Lreater value, in your advice upon all ca- 
ſions. | 
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At the concluſion of my laſt, I told you 1 


was engaged to ſpend the following day at 
Mrs. Bennet's; it proved a d&ightful one to 
me. The ladies were eaſy and compani- 
able; every time I meet them, they improve 
upon me: Þ find new accompliſhments riſe 
upon me every hour, that add a rivet to my 
chains, and enſure their continuance for 
my life. ; . 
Miſs Melcombe 85 ſweetly on the = thing! 
ord? ſhe ſings like a virgin of Paradiſe, 
Miſs Bennet is greatly her inferior in every 
accompliſhment; ſhe ſpeaks French, ſhe 
reads Italian, ſhe has been taught the ele- 


ments of ſeveral ſciences ; but ſhe conceals 
them with as much care as moſt ladies take 


to diſplay them. She obſerves the precepts 


of Dr. Young, and wears the undeſigned 


trophies of her vieory. 3 ; 


Naked in bing ſhould a woman be. 1 

But veil her very wit-with:modeſty; + | ____ 
Let man diſcover, let not her diſplay, ... b 
But yield her charms of mind with de 


My proficiency in muſic - ſeemed to recom- 
mend me to the favour of the ladies. Mtr. 


. Selb 
„ * JS oy ; 
# 
ins * 
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Selby plays on the violin, Mr. F FO on 
the baſs-viol: we played ſeyeral, trio's and 
quartetto's in the evening, and. ſung many 
ſongs, chiefly out of Handel's compolitions ; 
every one ſeemed to enjoy the harmony, and : 
not to have a wiſh beyond the Proleny circle. | 


CT #9 1 


tender and; polite, fork as 11 oth: no Cob 
will continue after marriage. Co | 
Her's to him is juſt what it ought to be; 5 
modeſtly free, without the leaſt affectation 
or prudery: their wedding: day was declared 
by Mrs. Bennet to be hext Thurſday, and All 
the company preſent were invited; we are to 
breakfaſt at Mrs. Bennet's, and to dine at 
the Parſonage. Nr. A. Collins is invited to 
meet us. We returned N euere „ten 
and eleven in the eib 


On Tueſday morning I took a 1 to the 5 


Parſonage: the young ladies were there, 
looking over the houſe, and laying out the 
apartments, and giving orders to che ſetvants. 
] was permitted to accompany them home 
with Selby. Miſs Melcombe leaned upon 
my arm; and yet, though I had: her to my- 
ſelf, I could not for my life begin the ſub- 

1 . : * 
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ject TI moſt wiſhed to engage her ear to liſten 
to. I trembled, heſitated, and, I. dare ſay, 
talked nonfenſe whenever I did ſpeak; ſhe 
ſeemed to dread a farther explanation; ſhe 
_ talked of country amuſements and employ- 
ments, and profeſſed the ſtrongeſt mu 
to a country life. 5115 

I was in Hammond's tender” 


& 5 1-269 7 Fo, CAT . 1 180 8 
Wen from thy fight I waſte the : tedious day, 
A thouſand ſchemes 1 form of things to fay: 


But when thy preſence brings the hour 1 Teek, 


My heart's too f full—I wiſh, | but dare not ſpeak, 


1 


I fuffered tli precious petit to 


ä 4 eſcape me, waited on her home, and left Sel- 


by at the houſe, happy man — and returned 
alone to Mr. Franklin's, accuſing myſelf all 
the way of folly and falſe delicac . 
As ] was buried in theſe ruminations, 
two men came by on horſe- back; they ſtop- 
- ped, and called to me by name. It was 
Lord 8 — and Mr. Clayton, two of Lady 
Belmour's re whom I _ e 
to you before. og I Im T9971 
J falated n ell Rs was ag 
forward; but called out Do 


run 


=o © 


mw YT 


thoſe who are 4eally virtuuua women, thqug 
we make free with thoſe who. only pretend to 
be ſo. But: pray, my good modeſt, friend, 
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run away, Saville; 220 ſuffer, me to ſay; gh! 8 
words to you, they hall not be. of the hoſtile 
kind. I behaved, rudely to you. laſt timę I 
ſaw you: Laſk your pardon Let us gene 
our former friendſhip -o ſaying, he.jump- 


ed off his horſe, and ;came, and ad 
hand. I gave it him cheerfully, And. we 


walked: together, he leading his hole. ; 
Lord Serrrte. ſaid, Who was that divine 


girl that Was Hanging upon Four attn'this 


morning, Saville P=A young "lady who is 
under the care of Mrs. Baan ſaid I; but 


not an acquaintance for your Lordſhip or 


Lady BelmourLknow that, ſaidthe, Jaugh- 
ing. Upon my, foul, Sayille, you; ate a 
lucky dog + all. the girls ſeek h¹ν. friendſhip, 


while they fly mine. Alli the, made/2 girls, 


Come, Saville, do not be afxaig ofyus, we 


are not ſo bad as y ou, thinks 1 We qeſpect 2 


zh 


anſwer me a queſtion that I have long wiſhed 


to aſk. yon; What is your opinion of Miſs 
F reewill —I will anſwer von, ſaid J. I be- 


14 „„ . 
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lie ve ſhe is a virtuous girl, but an maten 
one, or elſe ſhe would never be found at as | 
dy Belmour' 1 | 
I am glad to hear you ſay fo, _ mall 1 
confeſs. it? Ves, I will, to you: I adore 
that girl LE love her up to marriage, 1:1. 
TR was certain——But, Saville, did you never 
TY make love to her, in e or in earneſt *—Noz : 
+ never, upon my honour | but I paid her 
ſome attention, becauſe I thought ſhe deſerved 
it.— Thank you, Saville, you have ſet my 
heart at caſe; I was confoundedly jealous of 
1.4 you She paid you ſome attention, though— 
1 = | - too ark; for me. She ſpeaks of y you with 
#3 emotion, and will not ſuffer any body to 
| open their lips againſt you,—That i is owing : 
to her generoſity, ſaid 1; ſhe defends an in- 
nocent man when he is unjuſtly traduced : 
that is all ſhe means, I am ſure. 
Egad, I wiſh I was ſure of mat: my, 
aid Lord 8—, what is become of Miſs 
; Jones! she is one of Mr. Saville's flock. _ 
_ - You muſt enquire ſomewhereelſe, my Lord, 
oh 5 - faid I. I have ſtaid in this neighbourhood 
* to convince every body, that I have no con- | | 
vexion with Miſs: 3 Joſeph-yea, 
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a Joſeph! ſaid Lord 8; but that ene 


girl that I law you lead to-day, who is ſhe ?— 
My Lord, you muſt excuſe me; if you aſk 
me after twenty fine girls, I know nothing 


of them. Is there no ſuch thing as getting ; 5 


into her company, Saville! will not you in- 


troduce me to her upon terms of honour — 
I will not upon my honour, faid I, your 


Lordſhip muſt excuſe me. 


I wiſh, ſaid Clayton, you would: give hs | 
a bill upon Miſs Freewill.—I do not under- 


ſtand you, ſaid I.—A bill of credit, faid he. 
Say that you know me; that I am an honeſt 
fellow, and ſo forth. — Not I, indeed, Sir; 
make your own credit with her. 
It is a ſtrange thing, ſaid Lord 8 
the girls ſhould prefer a man who is indif- 


ferent to them, to one that adores them. If 


be fly them, they purſue us, —Aye, ſaid Clay- 
ton, and if they fy, we purſue them; it. one 


was ſo, and ever will be. 
We caine to a ſtile that-led to Franklie' 


houſe, —Gentlemen, - bonjour ! ſaid 1 and ; 
Jumped over the ſtile ; they wiſhed me de 


day, and went their own road. 5 
I told Franklin my Adee and wor- 
ried myſelf and TTY with daubts and fears 


V 0 
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of I know not what. I wiſhed Mifs Mei- 
combe had never been ſeen by Lord 8 
I was afraid leſt he ſhould form ſome defign 
upon her. Franklin laughed at me.— One 
would think, faid he, there was ſome ſecret 
pleaſure in ſelf · tormenting, to ſee: what pains 
people take to find ſomething to worty them- 
ſelves about, — your lovers eſpecially. Surely 
in ſuch a country as ours there is nothing to 
apprehend; are we not under the protection 
of the laws? what are you afraid of I do 
not know exactly, ſaid I; but wherever 
there is ſomething to hope, there is always 
fomething to fear, and ound ane is not 
peculiar to lovers. 

Friday. The day is come kd FEY that 
was wiſhed for fo long. Selby is happy, while 
J am in doubts and fears; however; my 
hopes riſe in my heart's baremeter. I am 

not hated, I am not rejected; I have been 
heard with complacency, if not with pity. 
We met at Mrs. Bennet's, and breakfaſted 
there, and from thence went to church. Mr. | 
Selby led his bride, Franklin and Mrs. Ben- 
net, Mr. Butler and Mrs. Franklin, Ms. 

Collins and Miſe Grove, Miſs Melcombe 


and your humble ſervant. There was an air 
; of 
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of ſedate cheerfulneſs upon the whole cm- 
pany ; but none of the rapturoas;and, riotous 
joy which blazes for a day and then. expires. 
The excellent Mrs. Bennet called ppon her 
daughter to be cheerful. Some girls, 0 

he, think it neceſſary to behaye as if t th * 
were averſe to their own wiſnes. Heteſtab e 
affectation! Vou, my love, haye learned to 
deſpiſe it; vou are going to be united to the 
man of your own: choice; to a man, of: worth, 
with whom you have nothing to fear. tis 
a very bad compliment to the bridegroom, to 
look unhappy or reluctant upon theſe ocęf- 
fions.— I will endeavour to behaye as be- 
comes your daughter, Madam, anſwered the: 
amiable bride. —Selby's eyes;fpoke. his grate- 
ful ſenſibilities; he: preſſed her hand, and 
lifted it to his lips; but ſeemed rather to ſup- 
preſs the joyful emotions of his heart, or at 
leaſt to reſtrain. them within. the limits of the 
ſtricteſt delicacy and politeneſs... We arrived 
at the church. 

Mr.. Butler prepared for the fred” office; 
Mr. Selby offered his hand to his bride, ſhe 
gave her's with apparent pleaſure. The of- 
fice was performed; the lady ſpoke out her | 
VV Part 


port of it; her mother, by a nod, encou- 
raged her to do ſo. We all ſtood round the 
table. I looked a thouſand tender things to 
my fair partner, and took courage to whiſper 
ſoftly to her, What a ſolemn office ! What 
facred words | How ſweet to ſpeak and to 
hear, between two hearts united and conſe- 
. crated, by virtue; they kindle my wiſhes and 
aſpirations after the ſame happineſs. Oh, 
that I dared to /ay my hopes She Blumied 
and looked down. e 
After the ceremony was concluded, Mrs. 


23 * 


Bennet applauded her daughter s behaviour. 
The young lady received the congratulations 
of her friends with eaſe and cheer fulneſs. : 
We adjourned to the Parſonage, and there 
renewed our congratulations and wiſhes for 
their happineſs. | 
Mr. Selby thanked Mrs. Bennet for the 
ineſtimable preſent ſhe had made him (ſhe | 
| gave the bride at the altar). My future be- 
haviour ſhall ſhow how dear it is to me; it is 
| my wiſh and hope to reſtore the bleſſings 
which time has raviſhed from you, and to be 
your fon in every reſpect; let there be no 


| ether name between us henceforward, but 
| | mather 
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mother and fon. — With plea re, with pride, 

I acknowledge my ſon | faid the. May the 
Almighty bleſs your union | | You are as dear 
to me as my daughter; all that is mine is 
yours, now and for ever I have a particu- 
lar favour to aſk of my dear mother, ſaid 
Mr. Selby, but it ſhall not be / noto; ſhe 
will give me her company alone to hear it.— 
She ſmiled: I cannot think what it can be, 
ſaid ſhe; however, it muſt be a very Hrange 
one, that I can refuſe my /n upon this day. 

The bride ſmiled like an angel, but her joy 
overflowed àt her eyes; her mother em- 
braced and bleſſed her. She held out her 
hand to Miſs Melcombe, who kiſſed it; ſhe 
embraced her. —My dear Sophia! my other 
daughter! my ſiſter! ſaid the bride; will 
you receive a brother from me? Mr. Selby 
then ſaluted her. —Let me be your brother at 
preſent, ſaid he; perhaps hereafter I may 
aſpire to the honopr of being your father. 
Sophia ſighed; the tear ſtarted from her eye. | 
How ſweet to have a father! ſaid ſhe; and 
how unfortunate to be forgotten by him 
Mrs. Bennet took her hand. Be comforted, 
my child; Heaven, in lieu of - that father, 
has 
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. has given. you a mother, a ſiſter, and a bro- 
ther; and perhaps your father may one day 
recollect and acknowledge his child. Let us 
not think of any thing this day that can ſad- 
den our hearts.— I aſk your pardon, Madam, 
ſaid Sophia; I will honour this day as long 
as I live, for my dear Anna Maria's ſake, and 
| 1 will do every thing to ſhow the ſatisfaQion - 
I receive from her happineſs. —Our conver- 
fation afterwards became general; we walked 
in the garden before dinner; Mr. Selby took _ 
Mrs. Bennet afide, and kept her ſome time; 
after which he came and took my hand.— 
Excuſe me, my heart's treaſure ! excuſe me, 
'my friends ! I muſt not live wholly for my- 
ſelf even on this happy day ; lam ſerving | 
my friend, and you will forgive me. 80 
ſaying, he led me to Mrs. Bennet.— have 
explained your pretenſions, ſaid he, to my 
mother; you muſt now ſpeak for yourſelf. 
I did ſo, but with more heſitation than. J 
wiſhed; and afterwards I took your laft letter 
out of my pocket, and preſented it to Mrs. 
Bennet as a kind of credential, in reſpect to 
my propoſal. She read it over.— It is, in- 
deed, much in your favour, Sir; but I muſt 


<F 
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blame vou, my ſon, for giving Mr. Saville 
room to expect to; ſee the memoirs. of our Fa- 


mily; you ſee he has raiſed the ſame expec- 
tation in Mr. Johnſon alſo: they were never 


= 


meant to be ſhewn out of the family. 


I do not ſee how it could well be avoided; | 
faid he; Mr. Saville ought to know. every 
thing that relates to Miſs Melcombe. When 
he knows the whole ſtory, he will be enabled 
to judge how far you have a right to diſpoſe - 
of her, and to whom he muſt apply for his 


conſent. As to Mr. Johnſon, you know his 
character, and I ſhould think you might al- 


low him to ſee the Manuſcript without one 0b - 8 
jection.—I do know his character, my dear. 
ſaid Mrs. Bennet; and, to ſay truth, it has 
leſs impropriety to truſt him with it, than ſo 
young a gentleman as him before us. 

E will anſwer, Madam, far Mr. Saville” 3 
honour; I know he may be truſted. I paſs 5 
my word for him. 

Dear Sir, faid I, you are the nobleſt of 
friends; it ſhall be the endeavour of my life 
to ſhew my gratitude. _ 

Permit me, Madam, to offer N as a 


candidate oy the dear lady s favour; I wll _ 
| fubmit 


— 
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ſubmit to any trial, to any time of proba. + 
tion, to any conditions, But, Sir, Miſs 3 
Melcombe has a father living. —I will apply 
to him, if I may be ſo happy to rs" >a 

favour and recommendation. 

Well, Sir, it is my ſon's requeſt tnt 1 

will allow you to ſee the memoirs of our fa- 
mily, which include Miſs Melcombe's hiſ- 
tory; I cannot refuſe his warm exertion of 
his influence in your behalf on this day. You 
ſhall read the papers ; you ſhall ſend them 
to Mr. Johnſon, and he ſhall adviſe you and 
us how to proceed in this affair. _— 

I kneeled upon one knee, kiſſed her hand, 
and poured forth my acknowledgments— 
Riſe, Sir, faid ſhe; do you forget you are 
not at the feet of your miſtreſs ? may you 
. deſerve her, before you obtain „„ 

Mr. Selby expreſſed his joy and gratitude 
in proper terms. We returned to company, 
and our friends looks told us they were no 
ſtrangers to our bufineſs. I drew Miſs Mel- 
combe aſide; I made my confeſſion with 
more courage than I expected; ſhe heard 
me with complacency : ſhe told me ſhe had 
a 3 who had the — right to diſpoſe of 
her. 


« 4 
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her. She allowed me to viſit her as a friend, 
and did not. n me to W for her fa- 


vour. 


Mrs. Bennet took Mr. Collins and Mik 


Grove apart ; ſhe recommended them to 
each other. She ſeemed the Juno-Matrona; 
the arbiter and protector of conjugal happi- 
neſs. Every perſon looked with increaſing 
cheerfulneſs, and ſeemed to hail the omens 
of preſent- and future bleflings, 5 
At two o'clock we fat; down to a well· or- | 


dered and | plentiful dinner ; we fat ſome time 


afterwards : : Mr. Selby would not allow the 


ladies to retire, till near tea-time; he then 


told them to prepare to join in a muſical par- . 
ty afterwards. We ſoon followed: them, and 
the time between tea and ſupper. flew away 


unperceived. We played, we ſung; every. 
one endeavoured to promote the happineſs. of 


the reſt. They made me fing ; I choſe that 


ſweet elegy of Hammond's, fet as n by 
Jackſon : ; ee % 8 9 


Oh ſay, thou dear polſefſor. of thy breaſt, 
Where's now my boaſted liberty and reſt? _ 


1 d not tell you how 1, nor how the com- 


pany, 


n 1 2 * 
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; pany, applied it. Mr. Selby reeited me of 


the fineſt paſſages in Milton relative to conju- 


gal and paradi ;ſaical happineſs. © He ſeemed 


to be inſpired ; he ſaid 4 thouſand tender and 
-gallant things to his fweet bride ; ſhe; bluſh- 


ing and ſmiling, accepted thein. After ſup- 
per our converſation turned upon ſerious ſub- 
jects; Mrs. Bennet led it, and ſeemed to de- 
ſign it to check any levity that might riſe 
among us. She ſpoke of marriage as-a di- 
vine inſiitution, and ſaid that the ſtate of the 


manners of a nation might be eaſily eſtimated 


by the reſpect that was paid to this facred 
tye. According to your eſtimate; Madam, 
ſaid Mr. Franklin, I am afraid, we are much 
declined in virtue and decorum. It is but 
too certain, faid the, the proofs are too many 


to ſuffer a doubt of it; but let not us be diſ- 


couraged, it is in every one's power to check 
the progreſs of vice and folly, by ſetting an 
17 example of the en There is _ 


duals; let us cultivate it as ou as our in- 
fluence extends, and then we ſhall hare no 
"1 thing to Th ns ourſelves with. 5 


1 


At 
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At ten o'clock the ladies all retired. . Mrs. 


Bennet and Miſs. Melcombe. flept at the Far- 
ſonage : we took the hint, and withdrew 


=> FIS 


ſoon after, wiſhing Mr. Selby a: long conti- 


nuance of his domeſtic happineſs, Let us 
ſee you often, my dear friends, ſaid he.— 


You may be ſure of me, faid I; you have 
bound me to you. for She — 
at Sn tt Mü A- eng n 
At my return home, 1 fe — 2 letter from 
. Mr. en he contents: as follows N 


* TIF 


eie Away 


VF 2 Gun 


Dear Sir, 


78; 7 175 305 3-3 7 *3 | »q 


N I BEG, Pas ney my paſt beliayi- 
our, and that. you, will gra 
which wall ac 


r me a favour, 


that you will ſpeak a word in my behalf to 


the charming Miſs Freewill, to whom I have 
offered myſelf in marriage. She thinks and | 
_ ſpeaks of you in high terms, ſuch as, would | 


make me mad with. jealouſy, if 1 did not be- 


lieve you to be in love in another place. For- 


get my vanity and folly, and do an act of ge- 


nerous de for. Four: old ſchool-fellow 


and friend, PS 
„ crarron. 
I fat 


0 my, happineſs... It is, 
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1 I ſat down, and wrote me following anſwer 
1 immediately, for Mr. F ranklin 8 ſervant to 
carry in the a 


1 Sir, 4 
1 IT MUST beg to A exciſed as to the cre. 
1 dentials you require of me; I am not ſuffi- 
1 ciently acquainted with Miſs Freewill to uſe 
ſo great a liberty; nor with your conduct 
and character, to be able to paſs my word for 
your virtue to à lady, though I might for 
your Honour to a gent leman. However, your 
reſolution to marry, confirms my hope of 
your becoming a good member of ſociety, 
and I wiſh you fucceſs in your preſent lauda - 
ble purſuit; for, in my opinion, the path of 
virtue is the only road to a eee e 
Tam, Ger sir? % r 
5 Your moſt'humble "IE" a 

E. 8. v11 LE. 


; | oath ee 

I have juſt received the precious manu- 
ape from Mr. Selby; it affords me ſaffig- 
ent ſubject for meditation of every. kind. 1 
am allowed to ſend it to Mr. Johnſon. _ 
* 1E 1. 
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Mr. SAVILLE: to Mr. TROP 


CAN now oak you . 1 am as happy as 


a man in a ſtate of probation can be. 


Your letters, my dear friend, are my cre- 


dentials to Mrs. Bennet; I am allowed to vi- 


fit. there as a more than common acquaint-, 


ance; I am treated as a 1 if not as a 
favourite. N tert 

1 have been permitted to nn myſelf; 
to open my heart to the miſtreſs. of it. She 
heard me with complacency, though not 
with emotion; ſhe ſmiled upon me, and 
checked the ardour of my declaration. 

I hope, ſaid ſhe, I. am above affectation or 
deceit. I would not raiſe hopes I do not 
mean to encourage; our acquaintance is of 
a very late date: you are very young, but 
one year older than myſelf; your character 
is not yet eſtabliſhed, mine is hardly formed. 
I have made no reſolution for or againſt mar- 

niage. I think it is the mob. eligible ſtate, 
and 
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and that a woman ftands in need of a pro- 
tector through life: but, if it be not happy, it 
is worſe than a ſingle life, becauſe you can- 
not be freed from it. I think very well of 
you, Mr. Saville. Indeed I like your 
company too well to give up your ac- 
quaintance, unleſs there was a neceſſity for it. 
1 bleſſed her for this declaration, and 
was going to expreſs my gratitude as a 
lover. But ſhe ſtopped me. Do not in- 
terrupt me, Sir, I have premeditated what 
I am faying. It is upon due conſidera- 
tion, and with approbation of my beſt 
friend. 1 will receive you as my friend, and 
as a candidate for my favour, but not as a: 
contracted lover. I expect chat you will 
comply with my terms, which I am going 
to explain. We will be good friends, and 
remain upon this footing for one entire year | 
from the date of our firſt acquaintance ; but 
I will hear no complaints, admit no liber- 
ties, no love-ſick petitions. 
I ſighed. Oh Sophia, this is an act of ar- be 
bitrary power; this is a cruel quarantine ! | 
but what am I to expect at the end of 


this long, long probation Oh the im- 
f patience 


pre 


* 
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patience of men till they obtain their wiſhes ! 4 
faid ſhe. ' Hear me out, Sir. Surely ſome 
kind of trial is neceſſary and reaſonable ; it 
is not arbitrary, but ſalutary for us both. 
In the courſe of this year, we ſhall know 
each other's diſpoſition, our virtues, and our 
faults; is it not better that we ſhould have 
a reaſon for our liking or diſliking each 
other? Mr. Selby waited patiently his time 
of probation ; and his Anna-Maria had full 
proof of his virtues, before ſhe gave him her 
hand ; and when the did, it was Wine 
one ſcruple. „ | 
Well, my dear Madam, but at the end of 
the year what am I to expe& ?—Nothing cer 
tain, Sir; if we then like each other well 
enough to make a ſerious engagement, Mrs. 
Bennet will apply to my father for his con- 

ſent, and then you will have my permiſſion 
to make propoſals to him. You know how 

I am circumſtanced ; and J am reſolved to 
perform my duty to my parent, however 
he may behave towards me. This, Sir, is 
my fixed reſolution; and, if you do not ap- 
prove my terms, done are at at liberty to. reject 
them: 
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them: but remember they are FOO mother's 
alſo. S421 | 
Hard terms, my dear lady ! but ſuch as I 
muſt accept, if I can obtain: no better. I 
devote myſelf wholly to you, Madam, dif. 
poſe of me as you. pleaſe : : it is the firſt with 
and ſtudy of my- life to approve,myſelf to you 
and Mrs. Bennet. I put my heart into your 


hands; but I muſt hope you will not treat it 
unkindly, nor chill it with the cold blood 


of indifference or diſdain.—No more in this 
izle, Sir | 4 have ſpoken my ſentiments, let 
us now ſeek our friends. — She gave me her 
hand, 1 kiſſed i it; the complained of my free- 
dom. . I murmured at her inſenſibility; 
we joined our friends, who were apprized 
of all that had paſſed between us. 

Sophia looked triumphantly; I rather de- 
jected. Mrs. Selby challenged me; What, 
Sir, are you diſſatisfied with my Sophia; if 
fo, I ſhall declare againſt you !—I ſubmit, 

Madam, to her laws and yours. I confeſs I 
ought to ſhow myſelf worthy of the bleſſing 
J aſpire to, before I receive it. —Very well, | 
faid Mr. e then all is as it ſhould be. _ 


From 
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From this time Sophia has treated me with 
more caſe and freedom: ſhe encourages me 
to behave as a friend, but will not hear 4 
word i in the ſtyle of a lover. | 


She calls me her friend, bue her lover Jenies; 3 
She ſmiles when I'm cheerful, yet heats normyGghay 

A boſom ſo cold, with ſo gentle an air, i 
Inſpires me with love, and forbids me deſpair. ./ 


In all other reſpects I am the happieſt of 
men. Mr. Franklin allows of my abſences, . 
and bids me pay my duty whenever I pleaſe. i 
J divide my time between Mrs. Bennet” s, the. 
Parſonage, and my preſent home. The three | 
families meet one day i in every week at each | 
other's houſes. 8 

Selby viſits every nouſekeeper in his pa- 
riſh; his amiable wife is the friend and pa-: 
troneſs of the poor ; they are beloved to ve- 
neration: and, whenever they appear, are 
followed by the wiſhes and prayers of all mat 
paſs by them. 

Mr. Selby has rechmmented Mr. Butler 
to a curacy very near; he has given him a 
room in his own houſe, Where he comes and 
goes whenever he pleaſes, with free acceſs to | 
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a. very good: library, the late Mr. Bennet's, 
te which Mr. * has . nenn 
additions. 8 e e 
Sometimes we read and EP with dr 
learned, but oftener with the ladies, in the 


moſt delightful of all ſociety, where the ſenſes 


poliſh and improve each other. Sometimes 
we walk or ride: at others have mufical par- 
ties: every new employment gives us renew 


ed ſpirits, and we never are tired, or wiſh 
for other pleaſures than our little circle 
affords. 


* 


Theſe, my dear friend, are the true, be- 


caufe the rational pleaſures, ſuch as increaſe. 


by reflection. How empty, how unſatisfac- 
tory, are thoſe of vanity and diſſipation, 
whem compared with thoſe of love, friendſhip, 
and rational ſociety „ 

The ladies are continually PE RY all 
ſorts of needlework, uſeful and ornamental, 
they excell in; and the excellent Mrs. Bennet 
devotes all her evenings to working for the 
poor. She lays by all the linen that is near- 

ly worn out in her family. : She makes child- 


| bed-linen, and ſends | a certain number of 


things neceſfiry on that occaſion, with cau- 
5 dles 


| ie Sol” et; 
, by 
* 


12 


ance. Such women as theſe do honour to 


vill be forgotten. As I have looked upon = 
ber as ſtill in ſome degree under my protecs 1 
tion, I am happy te be reheved from any _ '- 
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dles of her own making, to every perſon 
round her, who ſtands in need of her aſſiſt- 


their ſex, and. to human nature; may I ob- 
tain a wife, of this ſchool, eee 5 
of all human happineſs! : 
I have a letter from Mis Jones, which 
I encloſe to; vn, I: rejoices: thats the ie 
likely to be -{a-wealbeſtabhihed the-remaindor 
of her life, and hope the former part of it ä 


further interpoſition in her affairs. But! 
do not perfectly underſtand what ſhe means | 
by putting myſelf: upon my guard, and be- 
ing aware of ſome impending "OR to * 1 
felf,, or thoſe N lee. 88 | 
Adieu, my friend. I n W return * 
my pacquet; and a letter 2 og: 
upon it. : | 
8 ſincerely, 5 ; , 
£167 22 E. SavILLE. 


( _ 
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"LETTER XXIH. 


Mrss Jownss to Mr. SAviLLy. 
Mn, I n 
NCE-· more Lake the own of addref- 
ſing you by letter, to inform you of my 
ſituation and proſpects, which are much better 
than I could expect, or than I have hitherto 
deſerved; but it ſhall be the buſineſs of my 
future life to make myſelf worthy of them. 
I told you that my friend Mrs. Searle had 
acquaintance with many gentlemen belong- 
| Ing to the navy, who for her own and her 
hte huſband's ſake did her ſervices in the 
way of her buſineſs, and i a Was 
many cuſtomers to the houſmagCCCC. 
Among theſe came a Mr. Barton, who is 
what is called a maſter aboard a man of war; 
A very worthy man, who has got a conſide- 
rable fortune by the prizes taken by his ſhip. 
This gentleman has made me an offer of 
marriage, and I am adviſed by Mrs. Searle 
and her friends to accept it; though ſhe owns 


3 
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it will grieve her-much to part with. me, but 
ſhe prefers my happineſs to her own advan- 
tage ; and in return, it is my intention, if 1 
do accept this offer, to continue with her in 5 
Mr. Barton's: abſence, and to do her all the 
ſervices in my power. T have written pri- 
vately to my father on the ſubject, and ſhall 
be determined by his advice; but I ſhall not 
acquaint my mother with any ſtep. I ſhall 
take, for I know ſhe wonld think it leſs ho- 
nourable to marry, than to-live: in a cer 
tain way, which I deteſt, and thank God am 
eſcaped 3 9 

I have one more reaſon for giving you this y LE 
trouble: I have heard there are ſtrange doings 
at Lady Belmour's; that the company there 
are very much ſet againſt you, and threaten 
to be revenged on you for your behaviour 
towards them I beg you, Sir, to be vpon) 
your guard; for there is certainly ſomething 
contriving againſt you, or thoſe whom you 
love, It was by accident that I heard this; 3 
and alſo that a young girl, a poor cot- 
tager's daughter, was taken: away from her 
parents by ſtratagem, and a: fortnight after- 
was ſeen at Lady Belmour's,.,. - _ 1 8 
| „ It 


* 
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If 1 ſhould hear any thing that would 
be for your ſervice to know, I will not fail 
to give you information of it. Ttcan never 
forget my obligations to you, and fhall 
thi * myſelf happy if it mould ever be in 
my e to ſhow you mV grateful fenſe of 

hot; i415! I Am, Sir, . g . 1e bt, 
Your ever obll Gand met 
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EPISODE. 


Meniorns of W1uttan men; ret, 


* 


. ald his PAMILY, e 
Bo the 50 of my Gear children, 1 
2 fit down to write theſe memoirs of the 
moſt intereſting events of iny life,” for their 
ſatisfaction, and the benefit of our poſterity. 
The virtues of our anceſtors, are exam- 
ples for us to imitate; their failings and de- 
fects are warnings for us to avoid them. We 
can only propoſe the example and the warn 
ing; but the right application of both, de- 
pends on thoſe who. receive them. If the 
ſoil is prepared by due cultivation, it will... 
bring forth twenty, fifty, or an hundred. 
fold. May ſuch be the increaſe in the minds 
of my amiable and beloved childten! 
I am deſcended from a good family; iwhich, 
formerly lived in a ſtate of affluence; but by 
the expences of our anceſtors, and the in- 
creaſe of luxury, was reduced to a finall-eftate, 
3 deſoended to an eldeſt ſon: my father 
n | K 4 was 


* 
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was the younger brother; he was a clergyman 
of the church of England, who united the - 
Chriſtian faith and morals, in his doArine 
and in his practice. With a mind entirely 
freed from ſuperſtition, or enthuſiaſm, he 
kept in the road of moderation, and thought 
none were enemies to reaſon, but thoſe who 
ace conſcious that reaſon is againſt them. 1 
am the younger of two ſons ; the extrava- 
gances and profligacy of the eldeſt (who died 
at twenty-five years of age, of the conſe. 
quence of his irregularities) obliged my fa- 
ther to reſtrain himſelf in his expences for 
me. I early declared my wiſhes towards the | 
profeſſion of my father, whom I aſpired to 
teſemble in every reſpett. A worthy old 
gentleman, my godfather, aſſiſted him in the 
expence of an univerſity education for me. IT 
went through my ſtudies there with credit 
and ſucceſs ; and afterwards took upon me 
the office of college-tutor to ſeveral youths 
of fortune and family. Among theſe was a 
young gentleman, whoſe name was Lucas, 
He was bred up at Weſtminſter School, 
where, by his riotous companions, he was 


nn initiated into all the myſteries of vice 
3 and 


1 4 7 
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and folly, which are but too well known to 
the youth of the PEofenk gez Fama; gage 
he was ſent to Oxford, where he made; ac- 
quaintance with ſome young, me en of e 
thuſiaſtic turn, who at that time diſtinguiſh- 
ed themſelves, and made a kind of ſchiſm in 
that univerſity. They led him into the 
abyſs of Methodiſma, which, promiſe: him 
LF Mz his, Paſt; 5 IF" 
Kar rag Homes WN giys up his rea- : 
ſon to thę guidance of others, and to rely 
entirely upon faith, fon the future. A. mind. 
convicted: of ſin, is glad to. lay hold pn apy. 
thing, that will be accepted as a ſubſtirate for 
virtue; but i in a ſhort time after, his reaſon 
revolted againſt t this implicit faith ;;he ſaw 
many things practiſed under «the, maik; of 
zeal, . which ſtaggered, and at laſt overturned 
his new ſyſtem, and he left, their ſociety in 3 
diſguſt. 21 C 1801 98 02 10 g2to 914 | 
From one extreme point hen flew eto the 
others he read the works of Bolingbroke, 
Hume, and Voltaire, and faneied himſelf 
convinced by their doctrine: he renounced. Fs 
the tenets. of Chriſtianity, and became a pro- 
feſſed advocate for e 1 


C1 this Kate 1 found m! he Head Wan 
ed bis opimions to me. I put into his hands: 
the works of the beſt Divities'of our church; 
Tillotfon,' Citrke, Sherlock; and others; © 
Mr. Lotke's Reaſonable vpe 
and Feveral other treatiſes. Ws en 
By reufoning upon Wem, L Bal dhe Trapp * 
ries t6'Eonvifite him of his errors in judg- 
ment, and to reconcile his reaſon to his faith. 
and hi once more Stfled lifmſklf a Chriſtfan. 
Mr. Lucas had à cbmpetent thare! of under“ 
ſtandings but he was ef ſo flexible a Alpen 
tion, tf e he vas eaflly perſuaded by every,” 
man of whom he had à goed opinion. 1 
made uſe of my influence with. him, to con- 
firm him n a reaſonable and r 
faith, and a ſuitable practice. 10 "2985 
He publickly declared his oiations to me; 
Kid that I had placed him once more upon 
firm ground, and that he would regulate his 
future conduct by the true ſyſtem of Chriſ- 
tianity. I gained much eredit by his con- 
verſion. He wrote to his mother and tolck 
her his obligations to me. In conſequence, 1 
received a moſt polite invitation to accompa - 
ny him into Staffordſhire; my friend urged 
7 | MT ws me 
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me to accept it: and, with my father 8 per- 
miſſion, I attended him to his family ſeat, 
where I met with a joyful weloome from 
the family, which conſiſted of Mr. Lucas's: 
mother, à reſpectable lady; Mrs, Horton, 
her ſiſter; a woman- grown daughter of 
each of theſe ladies; and another young wo- 
n. a relation * e ee . the 
Mr. Lees had dein * ſpoiled, hk the: 
fond indulgence: of his mother ta her only” 
fon ; he had been allowed to ſpend too much 
money, and had anticipated his income ever 
fince he had been of age; his guardian was 
apprehenſive that he would fpend his whole 
fortune. But he now profeſſed a reforma- 
tion of every kind, and attributed all to my 
friendſhip. Mr. Withers, his late guardian, 
a worthy old gentleman, ſhewed me every 
flattering mark of his eſteem, and every in“ 
dividual of the an gare me the W cor- 
dial welcome. > 
Mrs. Lucas offered me As of, vali 
which - I refuſed ; and faid, that her ſon's 
friendſhip was my beſt recompence. The 
youu ladies 1 were both handſome __ amia- 
| * $5215.51: ble. 


-ble; Miſs Lucas was generally thought the 
- Aineſt woman; her aſpect had in it both 
grace and dignity; not without a degree of 
pride, bath of bitth and fortune, which gave 
her an air of conſcious ſuperiority over both 
her couſins. Miſs Horton was much lower 
in ſtature; of a clear and healthy complexion, Z 
with intelligent hazel eyes and dark brown 
hair. Whenever ſhe ſpoke or ſmiled, ſne 
mouth; her perſon ſeemed. to receive new 
animation, and every word ſhe ſpoke found 
its way directly to the heart. To mine, it 
ſpoke a language new and expreſſive; and 
made an impreſſion there, which neither 
time nor abſence could ever eraſe. I was 
young and diffident; I dared not declare my 
paſſion, but preſerved a diſtance and reſerve: 
becoming my ſituation and late acquaintance. 
There was however a ſecret intercourſe be- 
tween us, though we ſeemed mutually afraid 
of each other. This reſpectable family was, 
viſited by all the genteel ones in that neigh- 
bourhood; we were invited to ſeveral balls 
and entertainments, and every mark of po- 
lite attention was ſhewn to Mr. Lucas and 


his friends ; he preſented me to all his neigh- 
bourz 


TY MODERN) STORY. 205 


bours 28 othe; choſen:sfriend-of his heart, and 
one to whom he owed great obligations. Our 
viſit paſſed agrecably, : upon the wlliole; but 
I had two cauſes of pain at my departure; 
one, a too apparent attention of Miſs Lueas 


to myſelf 12 the other was, tlie uncertainty of 
my ſituation With reſpect: to Miſs Horton. 
In the midſt: of theſe diſſiculties we were 


obliged to haſten back to Oxfurd, and leave 


theſe events in the hoſom of futurity .. 


Soon aſter our return L received a letter 
from Mr.: Wichers, with a propoſal for me 


to accompany Mr. Lucas in his intended 


tour through: France and Italy. I begged: 
leave to decline this offer, ſaying, I was 


contented to travel by: the book; and that I 
wiſhed to enter upon the duties of my pro- 


feſſion at home; that my father was advan- 


ced in years, and declining in his health; 


that he ardently wiſhed for my company, and - 


I was. certain da ole: — — if I, 
ſhould leave him. 
This anſwer was not Sie, Soon 


ater; I received a letter from Mrs. Lucas, re- 5 


queſting me, for her ſon's ſake, to give him 
my company ; that ſhe could rely upon me 
for the care of her ſon's health and princi- 


* 
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ples, and that ſhe feared to wraſt him with + 
ſtranger, for many reaſons. That chere were 
tro good livings in the family, and m_ 
might depend upon one, or both of them; 
and I might reckon upon the friendſhip, in- 
tereft, and ſervices of every part of the' fa. 
mily, She invited me to repeat my viſit;. 
and to fettle the terms of our agreement, as 
oon as we could be ſpared from college duties. 
I fent this and-the former letter to my dear 
father, and deſired him to anſwer this pro- 
poſal for me in whatever manner he pleaſed. 
My father declared againſt it in the ſtrongeſt 
manner. He anſwered Mrs. Lucas's letter, 
declining the propoſal; at the-ſame time ac- 
knowledging her kindneſs and generofity to- 
wards me, and begging the continuance 
of her friendſhip ' and ' eſteem for me. 
But to me he gave much W ob reale the 
his refuſal. 
I have ſeldom known a young mam 
di make this Tour, ſaid he, but he returned 
* the worſe for it, either in principlhs or 
practics, but moſt commonby in beth.” 
Even Dryden, who was not a man of the 
| beſt orale or N _ againſt it: 
+ What 
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4 The homely viees of their native land x Tie 

« Givg me an honeſt home ſpun country man 

2 Of our gn growth—qhis aulnefß is but plain, 
« But theirs W are Ent out fools, 

« And come back _— 25 95  Spanith Friars. | 


* 


Fa fo 1. * 2 8 al > 1 4 


« But of all things, what 2 offends my 
« f 1 t, is a travelled coxcomb Parſon. TV 
pray to heaven that 1 may never ſee 
my ſon; one of theſe: it would bring 
down my, grey hairs No ſorrow t0:the 
„grave. Ne £14 7 1. 

After his ieee ente my 5 1 
perſevered ĩn my refuſal. Soon aſter, I was 
honoured. with a letter from Maſs Lucas, 
acquainting me that ne mother was not well 
enough. to write merſelf, but that ſhe re- 
queſted me, by her hand, _ "ole out for her, 
and to xecommend a proper perſon to be her 
fon's companion; for that * mould: not 
permit any perſon to aſſume the title of his 
governor. She begged me to viſit the ſa- 9 
mily as often as my leiſure. and inclination 
would allow, and aſſured me that I ſhauld 
always find myſelf a moſt welcome gueſt to 
all the family, and to naue mare tham. to her- 


hy. 
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I acquitted myſelf of this commiſſion. - L 
recommended æ worthy young man of the 
name of Bates, who gladly accepted the of- 
ter. He accompanied Mr. Lucas and my- 


N ſelf on a viſit to his mother, where the 


terms were ſettled, and every thing agreed, 


| if While we were there, Mrs. Lucas, who had 


long been in a declining ſtate; died rather 
ſuddenly in appearance, though the cauſe 
had been of long ſtanding. Her ſon and 
daughter were deeply affected by her death; 
but it made no alteration in his reſolution to 
travel, it rather haſtened his departure. 

He deſired his ſiſter, aunt, and couſins, to 
continue at the Hall, and to keep up the 
ſame houſhold and expence till his return; 

he behaved very properly as a; maſter anda- 
landlord, and gave hopes of his being a. 

reſpectable man in his ſtation, which 3s * 


important one in reſpect to ſociety. 


During my ſecond viſit here, I e 
myſelf to Miſs Horton, and ſolicited her fas; 
your. ' She received my addreſs with modeſt: 


confidence; the confeſſed it gave her plea«- 


fore, but ſhe foreſaw a great obſtacle in the 
way of our mutual happineſs, —Miſs Lucas 
loyes 


— 
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loves you, Sir, ſaid ſhe; ſhe has a good for- 


tune, ſhe has many fine qualities; I ſnould 
be ſorry to be a hindrance to your making 
your fortune; though, I confeſs, I wiſh I was 


the perſon to do it, for I had rather confer 
than receive an obligation. —I aſſured her of 
: my love, and of my honour; that if ſhe would. 
ſhare my lot, whiclr was likely to be an 
humble one, I would refuſe the higheſt rank 
or fortune for her ſake. We agreed to keep 


our engagement ſecret, till ſuch time as I 


ſhould be ina ſituation to marry; and to con- 
ceal our mutual affection from the eye of 
obſervation. Miſs Lucas behaved with the 


utmoſt attention and politeneſs to me; but 


her concern for her mother 's recent death 
gave an air of ſolemnity to her whole de- 


portment. I ſtaid only till Mr. Lucas made f 
the neceſſary preparations for his depar- 


ture, which made our adieus very affect - 
ing on all ſides. I accompanied him and 
his companion to Hurmich. from whence he 
propoſed going through Holland and Flan- 
ders before he one make the tour of 
F rance. 18 
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At parting he embraced me with tears ih 
his eyes. I ſhall never forget the obliga- 
tions I owe you, my dear Bennet; I fhall 
fulfill my mother's requeſt; and my own in- 
clination, in giving you the firſt living that 
4s vacant; I promife it to as and e 
my upon my word. | it. 
I I made my gratefu} denial in 
— terms; I *&corimended Mr. Bates 
and him to each other's care, and returned 
irh a heavy heart to Oxford, where I ob. 
tained a fellowſhip, took a maſter of arts 
degree, and was admitted to priefts” —_ 


| Hefore I went to vifit my father... 


During my ſtay with him, I We & 


(vin from the gentleman. who had been 
guardian to My; Lucas, which contained a 
formal propoſal of Miſs Lucas's hand and 


Fortune, which he was authorized to make 
me: he faid, ſhe had made fo worthy à 
choice, that he could not make one objet. 
tion to it; hat a nn without a fortune, was 


preferable to a coxcomb with a large one; 


that it Was khe ſtrongeſt proof of the lady's 


good ſenſe, diſcernment, and _generofitys 
Woreover he Was certain, that her brother 


would 
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would approve it, 'and that it would eſta- 
bliſh the happineſs of a worthy and Teſpe&tat 
ble family: he acquainted me that the lady's 
fortune was full ten thoütfand pounds. 5 


My confuſion was ſo great upon reading 


this letter, that my father deſired to know 
the cauſe of it. T then opened my heart to 
him, und told him of my engagetnerit to 
Mifs Horton ; afuring him, that 1 would 
prefer Tet wth only vne thonſtn pounds, to 
any other wich he wealth of Tndia for her 


dowry. nere is wo room for a momentꝰs 
doubt, ſaid my father; even if your heart 


were not ſo deep attached, an engagen 
of this kind is facred; a man, who for 1 in- 
tereſted motives preſumes to break it, de- 


ſerves the hatred and centempt of all man- 
kind, and nourifhes a fcorpion in his heart, 


that will poiſon his  Kappincls for the res 
mainder of his Hfe. TOY 

Tam entirely of your opinion, Sr, 485d 1 ; 
T will write that 1 am engaged already, atid 


cannot actept, the propoſal.— Then you wi 


act like an honeft man, faid he, and you 
may expect the blefning of hexyer upon your 
engage tment.—T wrote ccorttingly, * that * 

S was 


* 
1 
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was extremely ſenfible: of the honour done 
me by Miſs Lucas, whoſe perſon, fortune, 
and qualities, deſerved a man every way my 
ſuperior; but that my heart and my promiſe 
were already engaged, and that 1 had not the 
ſhadow of a wiſh to be releaſed from my 
vows. I wrote alſo to Miſs Horton, ac- 
quainted her with the propoſal I had re- 
ceived, gave her a tranſcript of my anſwer to 
it, and referred myſelf entirely to her plea- 
ſure in reſpect to the declaring of our engage- 
ments; which I had not a wifh to conceal, 
but that I waited her commands upon this 
occaſion, and would be directed by her in 
this and all other reſpects. I begged: that the 
would write. ſoon, and let me know how my 
anſwer to the propoſal was received, and 
what ſtep I was next to take; that I ſhould 
impatiently expect her anſwer, upon which 
my fate depended. I waited with impatience, 
and not without uneaſineſs, for an anſwer to 
my letter; a thouſand diſagreeable, appre- 
kenfions diſturbed. my mind: at length the 
expected letter came, and opened a new ſcent 
of action to me, which decided the principal 


events of my uſe. I tranſcribe] it in this place 
| 66 Dear 


2 
y 
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| a66 Dear Sir, 


YOUR letters like 8 0 TRAM ef. 


fects; it was ſome time before J could com- 
poſe my mind en to e you an account 
of them. 


'Our engagement is is, indeed, declared; but 


not in the manner either of us wiſhed. T 


muſt go back to the time when my couſin 
was expecting your anſwer to her propoſal. 


She threw out hints to my mother and me, 


that ſhe had a treaty of marriage under con- 
ſideration, and that ſhe was certain boch of 


us would approve her choice. 
I kept ſilence, but I could ſay with L David; 


that it was 4 pain and grief to me; for I 1 


had no doubt of the per/on, but 1 had my 
doubts with reſpect to his anſwer. 


Forgive me, Sir; I am convinced they 
were injurious to you; but a woman *. Aa 


lover, fears every thing. 
At length Mr. Withers came, and brougfit 


your anſwer; which produced a great rwe | 


tion in Miſs Lucas, who grew filent, re- 


ferved, and unhappy. She ſhunned our 
company, except at meals, and then with- 


drew ſoon after. our letter to me arrived 
e A few 
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a few days after, and I then undexſtood per- 


fectly che cauſe of her uneaſineſss. 
I felt for her, for you, and for myſelf; 1 
was frequently inclined to confeſs my fitya- 


tion to ker, and to offer my intereſt with 


you; for I cculd not bear to ſec her miſera- 


ble, and to know. myſelf the cauſe of it. 


My mother begged, her, to. 33 


the cauſe. of her concern ta her; but ſhe de- 


ſired her to excuſe her. She looked at me 


as if expecting me to ſpeak to her. I looked 
down, bluſhed, and kept aprofound filence, 


Whether my behaviour raiſed her ſuſpicions, 


I don't know; but one day, while I was waſk- 

ing in the garden, ſhe went into my room, 
looked into my drawers, and found there ſe - 
veral of your letters, but above all your. 


leſt to me. This diſcovery rouſed her from 


her filent melancholy, .. and I believe Was. 


of real ſervice to her, for it enabled her to 
give vent to the paſſion that preyed upon 


her heart: but it, raiſed a ſtorm that hath, 
deſtroyed: the- peace of this, family for ehe: 


She, came. down ſtairs, rang the bell vio- 
lently, and ordered the ſervant to call me: 


Bid Mis Hoxton come td me.. The 


ſervant | 


\ 


* MODERN STORY. a 


ſervant told-me; he was ſure bomething, more 
than ordinary was the matter, for hes miſ- | 
treſs looked as if ſhe was not in her right 
mind. I was frightened, and bid her call 
my mother to us directly. When I went 
into the parlour, her paſſion exceeded all de- 
ſeription; ſhe raved in accents hardly ar- 
ticulate. She called me traitor | deceiver | 
every thing that was bad. I gueſſed the mat- 
ter preſently ; I pitied her, and endeavoured/ ' 
to keep i my temper and my reſolution. I gave 
way in filence, and let her run n out * f 
breath. 2 
When my mother came in, ſhe doin us 
in this ſituation; ſhe was aſtoniſhed paſt ex- 
preſſion, and could only ſay, What is the 
matter? — Here, Madam !- fee here what a 
daughter” you have ! what a friend II. 
what a ſerpent I have foſtered in my bo- 
ſom, and now it ſtings me to death 80 
ſaying, ſhe gave my mather your letter, and 
then ſunk back into her chair, breathleſs. and 
fainting. I rang for drops and watery e 
ſent the maid out of the oom. 
I beſought my mother not pada me- 
berdly, that I could not accuſe myſelf of 
any 
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teſt, and deſpiſe you] Go from my houſe, 1 


will harbour you no longer eit 


My dear couſin, moderate your. paſſion, 
and hear me; ſuffer me to tell my ſorge, and 
to juſtify myſelf. 


4 will hear nothing * 11 know enopgh; 8 von 


N robbed me Robbed you, Madam! 


What mean you? Do not expoſe yourſelf 
and us too. Ves, robbed me of the only 


thing I valued upon earth: have you not 
ſtolen Bennet's heart from me? No, Ma- 
dam, he made a voluntary gift of it to me, 
before you had any prezen/ions to it — Don't 


talk to me: get out of my fight | I ſhall, go 


diſtracted if you remain here My mother 
ſaid, Maria, leave us; go to your own, 


* and I wal come to you ſoon. 


I kf. 


any ching : ne, reep i rad : 


orb mind any, one. That 1 tad 
| rTeaſon.te.comp n of my,couſin,. for looking 

into my papers; but that ſhe had been pu- | 
niſhed ſeverely for it, and 1 forgaye and pi- 
tied her. Pity me] ſaid the; aml] fallen ſo. 
low as to excite. your pity? No, # hate, de- 


0 
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I left them together, and went up to my 


chamber, where I ſpent a- wretched hour, 


accuſing myſelf as if I had committed the 


greateſt crime. At length my mother came- 


to me; I threw myſelf at her feet, and beg- 
ged her to hear me. 

I told her the whole of our ' connexion, 
from, the very firft hour that you honoured 
me with your notice. She heard me patient- 
Iy and kindly ; ſhe raiſed and embraced me. 


My dear child, be comforted, repoſe your 
ſorrows in the boſom of your parent; this is 


an indiſcreet connexion according to the 


world's judgment ; but, if Mr. Bennet 51 


fers poverty with you, to affluence with ano 
ther, what right have I to refuſe my con- 
ſent? the heart will chooſe for itſelf ; and if 
the attachment be founded upon virtue, it 
muſt be a crime to oppoſe it. I muſt leave it 
to you to chooſe. your own lot; it is ou cunt 
muſt abide by R | 
Il gave my dear mother a whookad mate 
and bleſſings for her goodneſs; I told her the 
concern I was under for my. couſin, and my 
wiſhes for her peace and happineſs. —I, wiſh 
it as ardently and tincerely as you do; but, my 
Vor. I. L dear, 


a 
'T 
1 
don 
: 
5h 
2 
{4 
i 
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dear, we muſt leave this houſe directly; per- 
| Haps when this affair i is blown over, ſhe. may 
wiſh to ſee me again; but you, I am afraid, 
the never will. I hope when we are gone, ſhe 
will recover her reaſon, and her peace; my 
. couſin, Mary Mills, will remain with her; 


I ſhall recommend it to her to take proper 


care of her, and to give her whole attention 


to her ; I will likewiſe take a proper leave of 


Her, and if ſhe will permit it, you ſhall do 
the ſame,—My mother's kindneſs calmed my 
ruffled ſpirits; ſhe went from one to the 
other all the day; ſhe tried to promote a re- 
conciliation, but my couſin would hear no 
reaſon. The next day my mother went to 
Mr. Styles's, a tenant of the family; ſhe 
aſked him to take us to lodge and board for 
ſome time, ſaying, There was .anſjunhappy 
difference among us which time would heal. 
She ſent for Mr. Withers, and told him 


the whole ſtory, defiring him to afbift adviſe, 


and comfort my couſin Lucas. 

At my mother's return, we prepared for o our 
departure: I begged to take leave of my cou- 
in, but ſhe refuſed to ſee me.— Tell her, ſaid 


ſhe, that the. has carried all her points; but I 


wilt 
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will ills to my brother,” and It Rim hog 
what'a grateful fribid and generous fn he 
has; 1 . i N, ber Where the Wil fel 
i moſt, ' 153 if IQ 0 8] 97936 
I find it + high. bene to 1 this letter. 
Direct to me as you will ſee in the cover; > 
write to me ſoon'; reſtore my peace and trans 
guillity; ; Peter on] me as you pleaſe! 2255 
e Maxis Hon robe. 


3 1 ſr E +, 2 2 vo LY 
5 21411 20 244 4 - — * 711 1 


12 R E. A D \ Wi Letter. wi trete ats, 
and then gave it to my father, and aſked his 
advice how to proceed E nere is but one 
way, faid he; yo can no longer conceal or 
diſavow your engagement. Write to Mrs. 
Horton immediately; offer this houſe as an 
aſylum to her and her dau ghter. Vor are the 
beſt of fathers, ſaid I; and I can never expreſs 
my ſenſe of your- kindneſs to me Show it 
by your actions, my ſon, and that will be bet · 
ter. Hearken: I have been long a widower; 
your mother died early of a conſumption, 
that was the bane of her family; your ſiſter 


married laſt year, and left me alone. A 
L houſe 
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houſe without a woman at the head of it, is 
2 dreary uncomfortable place; you ſhall give 
me a daughter that fhal{ be the comfort of my 
old age.— I flew to my father, I embraced 
and thanked him, more indeed by actions 
than words, for my joy roſe almoſt to rap- 
ture, —He obſerved me.—Harkee, young 
man! let me lower you a little: how are 
| you to maintain a wife !—Dear Sir, ſaid I, 
ſhe brings me a little fortune of her own; I 
ſhall get a double curacy; and your goodneſs 
will piece out a ſcanty income, till ſuch time 
as I can get ſome preferment—And v when! is 
that to be? ſaid my father, ſmiling. 8 
Sir, I have a promiſe from Mr. an 


My father ſhook his head. Do you recollect 
Miſs Lucas's threatening? ſhe will hinder 
ner brother's good intentions towards you. 


I hope not, Sir; if he renounces his N. 
miſe without e reaſon, he is ae 4 
e name of friend. . 

That will be a great conſolation to you, 
William; but I will not throw more cold 


mer Wir ie neceſſary to make you think ſo- 
berly of what you are about. You Dall 
marry the lady, and you ſhall be my curate, 


til 
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till you can do better. You ſhall be all my 
boarders, and you mult pray for my life, that 
you may ſtill have a houſe over your head. 
Go, write your letters, and purſue the pla 
Lhave chalked out.— 1 wrote to Miſs Horton 
in the terms of an accepted lover; and pre- 
vailed on my father to write himſelf to Mrs. 
Horton, as the invitation would come more 
properly from him. I told them I ſhould 
only wait for their anſwer, and fet out imme- 
diately to fetch them to my father's houſe, 

We received anſwers as ſoon as they could 

poſſibly reach us, in which both the ladies 
acknowledged gratefully my father s kindneſs _ 
and hoſpitality, and in conſequence his affec-- . 
tion to his ſon, Mrs. Horton thought it: 
was better for us to wait ſome time, till Miſs - 
Lucas's reſentment ſhould be abated, before 
we married. She ſaid, ſhe had noble quali- 
ties, as well as ſtrong paſſions; and made no 
doubt ſhe would return to a right way of 
thinking; in that caſe ſhe would be our 
friend; in the other, we ſhould confirm her 

| our enemy. 55 

| I was of a different opinion; thatwhen once 

our marriage was celebrated, and there was 


® 


„ 
hs 18505 IL. vi | no 
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no remedy, Miſs Lucas would return to a 
right way of thinking ; ; that her aim was to 
ſuſpend ous: happineſs, and while the could 
do that, ſhe would be upon n6 terms with us. 
My father gave his judgment on my ſide the 
queſtion. I wrote to Mrs. Horton, and told 
her ſlie might expect to ſee me ſoon after the. 
letter, fot I would be kept at re Klette ud 


r « 


longer. 
Accordingly T went over the week follows 


ing, and was received as 1 wiſhied to be both 
by mother and daughter; ; they told ine 
they ſent every day ſince they left the hall, tai 
enquire after Miſs Lucas's health* the anſwer 
Was, Very well, but ſhe faw no company. It 
was debated whether I ſhould" ſend in my 
own name, and whether dy ſhould not wait on 
Her. Mrs. Horton ve it as her opinion, 

that it would only irritate her reſentment, 

and that I ſhould not viſit her. She ſent A 
haughty meſſage to. Mr. Styles, the farmer, 

to know how long his lodgers were to ſtay 
with him. This decided my buſineſs; and. 
they conſented 1 to. 8⁰ wi th me to my me 


41 
houſe, | 
| \ 1s. 
on * 


Lat ne 
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Mrs Horton wrote a conciliatory letter to 
Miſs Lucas, ſaying, That finding her reſidence: 
in that neighbourhood Was diſagreeable to 
her, ſhe had accepted of an aſylum offered 
by a friend. She made no complaints of her 
injuſtice, uttered no reproaches, but left it 
to time, and her own good fenſe, to bring 
about what at preſent ſeemed improbable ; 7 


and ſhould always remain her faithful friend. 


I thought proper to write to her myſelf, tho" 
againſt the advice and opinion of the ladies. 
My letter was as follows : : 


40 Mapau, 
THE reſpe& I bear Miſs Lucas,. both for 


ber own and her brother 8 ſake, obliges me 


to pay her my compliments during my ſtay i in. 
her neighbourhood. I am extremely con- 
cerned that my engagement to Miſs Horton 
ſhould have been the cauſe of a miſunder- = 
ſtanding between ſuch near and worthy rela- 
tions. I honour Miſs Lucas for her fine 
qualities, and think I cannot be deceived i in 
my opinion of her. I believe that time and 
reflexion will Teſtore her to thoſe friends, 
whom miſapprehenfion has driven to baniſh- 
ment. = 


[ 


4 *: 
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I could: not be fo near, and not let it be 
known to you, as J am not conſcious of any 
action that requires to be concealed or aſe" 
guiſed. I ſhall at all times be proud to obey 
your commands in any thing in which you 
will accept my fervices ; and ſhall ever pre- 

ſerve a grateful remembrance of the n | 
[ thip with which I once was honoured. - | 
E ln 7 
1 Your * odliged and obedient Servant; 
1 | WilLian Baungr. 
I STAID three days after theſe tetters” 
were ſent to the hall; and finding there was 
no anſwer to be expected, my ladies and I ſet 5 
out upon our journey, and arrived fafely at 
my native _ 2 * well-known boo, 
home. ; 5 x3 
My dear father received us with' ſo much 
cordiality, as won the hearts of his two ami- 
able gueſts, Mrs. Horton's politeneſs, an” 
my dear Maria's attentions, had the ſame ef- 
ſect on him. Every one ſtrove to oblige the 
reſt, and the conteſt was an additional motive 


to RRP the Bunty" happineſs. 1 ; 
37 21 > „ ERS 4 * ob My 9 


* 41 9 ? 
| 14 „ 


My father urged Mrs. Horton to com- 
plete his ſon's happineſs.;. he offered to ſettle 
whatever fortune her daughter bropght, upon 
her and her children; and. hoped ſhe would 
not think, of any other home fox herſelf. —I - 
thank. you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, but 1 ſhall not 
think myſelf at home here, unleſs you allow. 
me to pay for my board. That ſhall be juſt 
as you pleaſe, Madam, he replied; as for our 
children, I ſhall, give them their board, and 
they ſhall repay me by their company and 
good offices. They muſt now lay by all 
they can againſt the time, when they muſt 
keep houſe for themſelves. —I ſhall certainly 
favour that ſcheme, aid Mrs. Horten, and I 
ſhall be, willing that Maria's fortune, or a 
part of it, ſhould go to purchaſe, a living; for 
your ſon.— That is very generous on your 
part, Madam; but I have ↄhjections to that; 
and I do not deſpair of William's obtaining 
ſome preferment, without, breaking im upon 
that. I ſhall make all the interefſ I can, that 
he may ſucceed me here; he was: born in this 
bouſe, he is known and beloved by all the 
pariſh ; I ſhall try what, ean be done; if this 
does not ſucceed, let us wait with patience. 


Ls 1 will 
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1 will always,” anſwered the lady, be teddy to 


. promote every ſchemde fot their advatitage ;, 
8 I am confident they wilt be good and con 
rented i in every f ſttustion. 1 firm y believe and 
ruſt that they will; and ſhow the world, 
! | that happineſs does not depend upon riches: 
YH | then we Wee be the happieſt family it in the 
county. IAO 7 200 43171 
: Aster a a zenerous Enten which hewed TY 
[ Biel opihlon each party had of the other, it 
f | was agreed t chat Miſs Horton's fortune ſhould. 
be veſted. 1 in truſtees hands, and ſettted on 


ber and her chil laren. She and * left every 
thing of this kind * to our parents. An ho- 
neſt attorney i made the writings; and as'ſ6on, 

as they were finiſhed. and executed, my fa- 
ther married me to my dear Maria, and made 
me the happieſt of men. There never WAS: 

a family wherein a more intire harmony, ſab=. 

fiſted,; our happineſs, Hr from abating, ſeem- 

ed every day to increaſe, as my v wife diſctofed 

thoſe. amiable and uſeful qualities which could: 

only be known by thoſe who lived with her. 

To a mind enlightened by reading and obſer- 

vation, ſhe added all the domeſtic Ausiities. 

An admirable manager and ceconomiſt ; ſhe- 
| de 


8 26.48 


eſe Nen 
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| knew to keep the happy medium between pro- 


Ala, and parſimony; 5 generous by nature, 
rugal by . neceflity, | ſhe Tpared | from. herſelf ; 


to xcheve tlie wants. of others Ahe "riſited: 
the pooreſt perſon: in the pariſh ; the gave me- 
dicines of her own: preparing to the ſick; ſhe. 
gave food to the needy ; ; advice to the liti- 


gious, Her charities. were comprized within 
fo ſmall an: expence, that i it was admirable to 
conſider. She never ſpent a penny idly, nor 
bo ught any thing ſuperfluons to adorn her 
perſon ; yet there was ſuch neatneſs and ele- 
gance in her dreſs and. manner, that any 


body would have given Her credit for three 


Tr 


times the money ſhe expended:. | 
To my father and her own: mother, the: 
moſt dutiful and tender of children; to me, 


a moſt amiable wife... I doated-upan her, ande 


e 


yet thonght, L could: not love her enough. . ug 


Such Oh rather let me bleſs heaven 


that L can ſay, ſuebb is the woman who ho- 


noured me with her hand fuck: is-the. mo- 

ther I gave to any:childten ;. ſuch are tlie qua- 

lities a. man ſhonld ſeek. for, i in- the woman he 
n through fe. 

1.6 35 Favour: 


- wir 3 % i K : * : 1 * 
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„ Favour is deceitful, and beauty i is vain 
* (ays the royal preacher); but a wee 
i that feareth the Lord thall be praiſed.” 4 
A virtuous woman is à crown to her 
4 huſband; but ſhe that maketh aſhamed, is 
266 « as rottenneſs in his bones. "A . 

„A virtuous woman retaineth bono, we 
40 drone men retain riches. * | | 

Her children riſe up, and call ner bleſſed 
ee her huſband alſo, and he praiſeth hne. 
29 «6 Give her of the fruits of her hands, 
4. and let her own works u os in the 
« gates.” | 7 Pu 

Iwill check on 6 pedwhich Bacher not how 
To ſtop on this fabje&, and only utter. the 
final wifi of my ſoul, which is (if God ſo- 
pleaſe) that I may not ſurvive this excellent 
woman,——F proceed with my hiſtory. 

About three months after my marriage, T 
AN a letter ffom Mr. Lucas, in which 
he remembered bis former friendſhip.” He 
faid, he had a ſtrange letter from his ſiſter, in 
which ſhe complained, that I had behaved un- 
handſomely to her, and made a difference be- 
tween her and her relations; defiring him not 
to give me the dans he had promiſed, but 
keep 


i a wth. 4 8 i ? ; a 
er r WY I. | _ 4 
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keep it for bn more worthy of . Ik fad, 
ſhe had told hinino particulars; and therefore 
he defired to heirtfiem- from met He hoped 
the offence was not fuch as would oblige him 
to renounce my friendſhip; deſired me to 
write to him at Montpeher, where he was tit 
that time, and ſhould ſtay ſome 'moriths on 
account of his health, nen not good 
enough to Proceed de fe ben „„ 
I wrote an anſwer may m which 
# rr the lady's honour' as carefally as 
my own.” I told him, that I had preſumed 
to ſolicit Miſs Horton's hand, without con- 
fulting Miſs Eucas; that ſhe reſented my be- 
havicur, and had fet her face againſt me 
from that time; that 1 was actualhy married 
to his fair couſin, and the happieſt of men in 
being her huſband; that I relied upon his 
friendſhip to reconcile! us both to his ſiſter, 
for 'whom F had e very fentiment of eſteem 
and n 55 and e his deeper would re- 

unite us all. : | 

gh faceted an auler to — as ſoon: 
as I could expect; and alſo one from Mr. 
Bates, expreſſing his apprehenſions for Mr. 
Fucas' life, WE . a nen on.— 

| A 
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He ſaid, Mr. Lucas cannot paderſtand, 
4 why his ſiſter ſnouſd be offended with qu 
« for addreſſing Miſs Hortom. It can: 
but I do not tell him my conjecture. I tell 
* him that your honour and principles. rende: 
it ĩmpoſſible that you ſhould, affront a lady, 
and. the ſiſter of your friend; hut it is 
owing to ſome miſapprehenſion, and 1 am 
certain will blow over very ſaon .. 
Mr. Lucas ęxpreſſed himſelf to eee 
fe, and I began ardently to wiſh for his re- 
turn. I wrote to urge him to come back, if- 
his health was not ſoon re- eſtabliſhed. L 
gave him ſome ſerious. advice, and alſured? 
him of, my warm. affection towards him. N 
Mr. Bates anſwered. this letter: an his he- 
half ; ſaid; that he wWas in. a place recome 
: mended for his diſorder; that he u not 
go to Italy, unleſs he, weyg guite aeftored ++ 
is conduct had, been prudent: and regu- 
lar in all roſpects; that he had frequently. ſe- 


Tious conferences with him; . that he repented? 


ſincerely the follies and. Frrors of. lis youth; 5 
often ſpoke of lus obligations. to, me; Was 
conſtant in his private. duties, and: : ſeemed 23; 
if preparing for another world, 05 iN w 


2 2 A 4% N 


under no 9 a ef mind; 
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3 Grote lags. s. Mr. Bates, deſiring him 
by all means to let Miſs-D/ncas know the ſitu- 
tion of her brother: andeviſhall him te come 
home directly, if hel was Able to bear the 
journey. Afterwards I eonſulted my wife and 
mother, whethen it would net be better to. 
give Miſs Lucas immetiate notice of her bro- 
ther's danger; it Was thenght pröper to dg 
o, but nottunder either of duft hands. 

My nn aud the ee wrote a8 
follows: 257 Vþ „ bas Ba 
4 eee eee to-Miſs Lats] 
chinks it is his duty to advertiſe her, that her 
brother is in a very bad ſtate of Health at 
Montpelier; that his malady is of che con- 
ſumptive kitid, and it is apprehended he is 
in ſome danger. He leaves it to Miſs Lucas: 
to make what᷑ uſe ſhe thinks beſt of this in- 


23 


formation; but in: caſe” a dreaded event had 


happened, before ſhe w. s prepared; he could 


not 6 have forgiven binlaf eder 0 ai 101 


We Sünd outta Ives: | more Mrs 7 Rut 


N te 


fied after we had given this infor rmation ;. 

we enquired; what uſe was mads of it; at pdt 

fas s let ou for che 
en 


2 I. 


deard that Miſs Lucas. 


. 3, 
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continent preſently after receiving our let- 


ter.—Oh, ſaid I, that the had not baniſhed 


her friends! I would cheerfully have at- 


tended her to Montpelier, and have paid the 


* of friendſhip to both ſiſter and brother. 


At the concluſion of the year my dear 


Maria made me a father; ſhe- brought 1 me a2 
Abl whoſe birth added to the TOA you . 


> +4 2 


| he died —— . 8 711 act 54 


Soon after the arrival of Miſs 8 * 
Montpelier, Mr. Bates wrote me word of 
this event; he. ſuppoſed from whom ſhe re. 
cei ved the intelligence of her brother's ill- 
neſsʒ he rejoĩced that ſhe was preſent, to ſes 
that all kind of attention and care was paid 
to her brother, of whoſe recovery there were 
but little hopes. 1 

4 J wiſh, ſaid he, that 1 8 as e. . | 
<« Miſs Lucas as you once did. And yet, to 


"6 ſpeak the whole truth, I rather avifh that 


« you had taken Miſs Lucas yourſelf, and. 


4 Jef Miſs Horton to me ; but that could not 


„ be; you are happy, and I will endearous - 
te to be contented.“ 1 3 . 

I wrote to Mr. Bates, and received his 
anſwers conſtantly, with an account of the 
| progreſs 


progreſs of Mr. Lucks's diſtemper, and at laſt 


of his death. 'He died like a nan, and like 
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a Chriſtian, bequeathed his whole forrune 


to his ſiſter,” but reminded her of his obliga - 
tions to Mr. Bates and me. He defired her 
to ſend rings to all his relations and friends, 
and to give an handſome” fum to the poor of 
his native parifn. 


Pat AF 5.5 boy I! 2 


Miſs Lucas" determined to bring his body 
home, to be interred with His anceſtors. Mr. 3 


Bates attended it; he gave me fiotiee of his 


neral of my friend. I ſet out the minute a 
travelled all night, and came haſtily home. 

We paid 'the' tears of 'friend{hip* to his 

aſhes, Tan" wiſhed” he had been granted a2 

. a ong us. e i 

It was full two months after the funer 


one day, as I was in my ſtudy, my wife came to 


me with marks of ſurprize in her couritenance.”- 


—My dear William, ſaid ſhe, prepare for bd 
ſurprize—Of what kind, my love, ſaid 1 ?= 
Said ſhe, There is a Chaiſe and fix horſes now 
entered our yard; a mourning one, with two 
ſervants in mourning; it can bè but one 
perſon i in the Worki—TL us ge, faid T; ho 
ns haſten to meet Der Ah ae 

I am 


t | 0 
SLOT $4 $1: x 


% 


arrival.” Iwent uninvited, and a ttended the 5 
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I am in a kit of trembling, ſaid ſhe.— Then 
ſtay, ſaid I, —No, ſaid ſhe; J muſt go with 
you. I took her hand, and led her out, 
The ſervant came to meet us, to tell us that 
a lady was come into che parlour. I haſtened 
thither ; Maria hung upon my arm. I felt 
fomewhat confuſed! As ſoon as we entered 
the room, Miſs Lucas ran into her couſin? 2 
arms, the tears flowed: faſt down. her checks. 
Forgive me, Maria! my dear couſin, forgive 
me; faid-ſhe.—Maria. could not ſpeak ; the 
embraced her couſin, ſhe . bun bond t 
preteptly anſwer hes. . | 

Miſs Lucas repeated, Gan you forgive met 
Forgive you. | oh, my couſin, my friend 
I have never ceaſed to love you |— Then you 
are an angel | but you always were my ſu- 
penor in every thing. I was jealous of your 
fuperiority ; I could not bear others ſhould 
fee it. I was. mean, ungenerous, baſe; but 
1 bave ſuffered for it as I deſerved. I have 
never been happy fince our ſeparation; and 
I. come now to ſeek-your forgiveneſs, that I 
may be at peace with myſelf. Don't ſay 
fo! my dear couſin! ſaid Maria. I knew 
pour heart could not reſent always; I knew 
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it would return to mine; I knew you better 
than you did yourſelf.—You are too good, 
ſaid Miſs Lucas; but I have den eee 
to aſk, turning to me. 

Not one word in that play my dear, Mas. 
dam! We are your friends mne — 
if you will accept us. {4 

Yes, one word, Sir; Was it 150 you chat 
adviſed me of my brother's ſituation It 
was, Madam. I knew it could be nohody 

elſe. Oh, Sir, you have loſt a friend - She 
wept.— But F will reſtore another to you 
The ſolemn ſcenes I have mn 
have made me look into my own heart. I 
have ſeen my faults, thank God and I live 
in hopes to amend them begged her tes 
fay nothing that could occafion diſagreeable- 
recollections; ſhe became more compoted;. 
She aſked for her aunt; who had been _=— 
paring to ſee her without emotion. 

When ſhe came to us, Miſs Lutas. ran call 
embraced her: Are you not ſarpriſed, Ma- 
dam, to ſee one here ?—Not at all, my dear, 
J expected it; 51 was n _— would: w_ 
hae : 

Lou are ki 18 indeed; fad pea to wy to: 
reconcile me to myſelf; but you were always 

better 
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better to me than I deſerved. —After our firſt 
emotions were abated, ſhe preſented each of 
us with a ring with her brother's hair, fer 
round with brilliants ;—** 85 5 70 e s 
order, . ſaid ſhe ' © + 
She ſald every ching generous nd kind; | 
add ſeemed to enjoy _ reconciimndon as nies 
firſt wiſh: of her heart. : 
My father was a to ſhe o Ane a 
| 975 and to hear her generous confeſſion of 
her paſt faults: ſhe ſaid, it was the firſt hap- 
py hour ſhe had enjoyed, from oye her I 
aunt and couſin left her houſmaqmmG. 
After dinner, when the ſervants were ad | 
drive, Ihe ſaid, I have but one thing more 
to ſay, and then my mind will be eaſed of 
its burthen. My brother deſired that I would. 
give the two livings, as they ſhould fall, to 
you and Mr. Bates; the option ſhall be yours, 
Sir.— I offered to ſpeak. I wit receive no 
thanks, ſaid ſhe; I only fulfilb the defire of 
your n * . 2 with his laſk ; 
breath: 21408 x 9 odio nate; | 
"After this Ae to recover ape 5 
She ſpent a week with us, and behaved with 
the greateſt kindneſs and politeneſs to us all. 


1 
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She made noble preſents to our child, who 


was then living; and departed home with the 
bleſſings of our whole family: ſie deſired we 
would vifit her as often as our convenience 
would permit, and 1 her aunt nen to 
come to her ſoon; - © + 2 35 

Soon after Miſs Lucas eee the 
was very preſſing to her aunt to come over to 
her: Our dear mother was unwilling to leave 
us; ſhe delayed her departure till tlie fum- 
mer. Miſs Lucas continued urging her by 
letter, and gave ſuch reaſons a8 made 1 it im- 
n to refuſe hgñer „ 

J am beſieged, my dear 1 Laid 4 the; 
the fortune I inherit is the occaſion of much 
trouble to me: I am as much tormented 
with fuitors as Penelope was of old; I ſend 
one away, and another comes immediately. 
They are importunate, troubleſome; > rude ; 1 


am obliged to be unpolite to them: my 


couſin Mary is not of conſequence enough 
to ſtrengthen my hands; I want my dear aunt 
to enable me to keep theſe: men at their pro- 
per diſtance. Mr. Withers is againſt : me 3 
he ſays it is my duty to marry, and eneou- 
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rages new ſuitors a as . as 1 ſend tes the 


old ones. 
es. If wy dear aunt il not come FRONT I 


will ſhut up my houſe, go to a diſtant part, 


change my name, and conceal my fo 
that I may enjoy my own OF and lie 
after my Own manner. 9 < F 


| pate to wait upon her;” and in a 
week after ſne went, and deprived her chil- 


dren of her company for many months; Jet 
they could not oppoſe her departure. 7 


Mrs. Horton and Miſs Lucas wrote in 
turn to my wife, and informed us of every 


thing that paſſed with them: our couſin 
thought herſelf under ea 
for ſparirig our mother to her; ſhe ſent us 
many preſents, and declared ſhe ſhould not 
be happy till an opportunity offered that 
would enable her to ſerve us effectually. 
The year following brought ee A 


new ſeries of events, that ended in the accom=- 


pliſhment of all our wiſhes. The firſt ſtep 


towards it was, that one of the livings in | 
Miſs Lucas's gift became vacant, Mrs. Hor- 


don wrote to me upon the occaſion by Miſs 


Mrs. Horton wrote in anſwer, ** That ſhe 


obligations to us 


Lucas's 


1 


f 
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Lucas's defire, telling me that the living was 
mine, if I choſe to accept it; but that ſhe | 


thoughtit right to tell me of an dijaprecabl 
circumſtances attending it. 


It was in an unpleaſant eee lobaly 
village, far removed from all our friends, 
two days journey from their manſion, and at 
an immenſe diſtance from my father. 

'T he: other. living, was Miſs Lucas's own 
pariſh, which the ſuppoſed would be more 
defirable to myſelf and my wife: if I choſe 
to wait for that, I might depend upon it; that 
af I declined the preſent living, ſhe: ſhould 
give it to. Mr... Bates. Miſs Lucas deſired 
that Mrs. Horton would write all theſe par- 
ticulars, leſt I ſhould be under any difficulty 
in declining the offer when made by Her felf. 

1 anſwered her letter to: this effect: That 
I was: under the ſame ohligation to Miſs Lu- 
cas, whether L accepted or declined it; that 
my father could not bear the thoughts: of 
parting with, his children; he thought him- 
ſelf in a declining ſtate, and à ſeparation 
would be almoſt death to him; that I ſhould 
refuſe any preferment, however advantage- 
—_ that could interfere with the duty and 

— 
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allection I 'owed to my dear father; and t 
All other conſiderations vaniſhed before ies” 
| % Secondly; that Fhada predilection in 5 —_ 
vour' of the dear village where I was born 
and | I had: ſpent ſo” many happy 
years: that th father intended to uſe his in- 
tereſt with the patron, for the next turn of 
the living of 8. — for me; or, if the pa- 
{ron conſented, he would -refign the liv- 


1 X 


ing directly, if he would give it to his fon; 


NY 


that T'was:ſo well acquainted with Miſs ab 
cas's generous heart, that-T'had no ſeruple to 
open mine to her, and to declare its wiſhes; 
that if my father's. application ſhould” not 
ſucceed, I would wait in expectation of her 
goodneſs, in regard to the other living; but 
chat, whatever the event might be, ſhie had 
bound me and mine to her; in an eternal dann 
of gratitude and obligation. 

This letter Mrs. Horton gare to lier! cou- 
ſin; ſhe ſmiled on reading it. Tell your fon, 
ſaid ſhe, that he is a proud 7 man, and choo 

to be obliged to any body rather than'to me; 
but tell him alſo, that I will yet be revenged 
en him. Bid him apply to the patron of the 
living of 8, and let me know the reſult 
as: ſoon as — | 


She 


A MOD ER N. S TORT. 
She faid.this.in a manner 3 ber 


. intention to ſerye me. Mrs. Horton 


told me in her letter, that ſhe was cextain her 
couſin would provide for me one way er other. . 
Muy father applied directly to the patron of 
the living of 8; he was à worldly- 
minded man, vho thought of nothing but 
10 make the moſt of every thing. He took 
ſome weeks. to conſider of the propoſal, and 
chen wrote to my father, That though his 
father had given away the living to him, as a 
proof of his friendſhip, there was no reaſon 
why he Hould do it to his ſon; that times 
were altered, expences increaſed, and that he 
could not afford to give away, things of ſo 
much value; but, if my father would give 
him ſive hundred pounds for the next turn of 
the living, he might then reſign it, and he 
would preſent it to his ſon; but otherwiſe: it 
ſhould remain as it was. L alt - 

We were under ſome. difficulty, to relate 
this treaty to Miſs Lucas: we foreſaw that her 
generafity would lead her to purchaſe it for 
us, and we thought it was calling upon her 
to do it: on the ather hand, ſhe would cer- 
tainly be offended, if we made any conceal- 
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ments or diſguiſes to her. 1 wrote to Mrs. 
Horton, told her of this treaty, and that my 


father had an objection to the propoſal of 
purchaſing the next turn of the liying for me; 


that I had given it up, and had turned oy; 


wiſhes and expectations another way. 


My father received a letter from Miſs Lu- 
cas immediately on the receipt of mine, de- 
firing him to proceed xo farther in this buſi- 


neſs ; that ſhe infiſted on taking a new treaty 


upon herſelf, and ſhould be offended in the 
higheſt degree if he interfered in it. Wait 
till you hear from me, ſaid ſhe, and prepare 
to reſign the living; I will have your fon owe 
this obligation o me, to Toy" Han pow all 


his paſt behaviour to me.“ 


| Generous, noble-minded woman! faid my 
father; ſhe will have her revenge, and ſhe 


ſhall take her own way. 


A few weeks after, my father received an- 
other letter from our patroneſs. 85 
4 The buſineſs is done, Sir; you will re- : 

ſign your living, and I ſhall preſent your ſon 

to it; I have purchaſed the advowſon, and will 

be patron:ſs myſelf. Tell your fon I hall pay 4 


him a viſit ſhortly, and bring his mother with 
+ tv me, 
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me, upon conditiori that her daughter 
not detain her, but let her return with ine. a 
She came ſoon after; ever thing was ſet⸗ 
tled between my father and me, t our mus 
tual ſatisfaction; there niever was” ſeen 4 | 
group of happier people wpori one oe Miſs 
Lucas enjoyed out fatisfaction, but yet thert 
| ſeemed a cloud upon her brow at times ſhe” 
ruminated frequently, and ſeemed to have 
ſomething upon her mind that the wiſhed to 
communicate. One day after dinner ſſie 
ſpoks to us Þ want to make known my 
preſent ſituation to you all, my dear friends; 
but for my life T cannot tell the ſtory myſelf.” 
I vill give my aunt Horton leave to de it, 
but it muſt be when I am not preſent- I 
will retire: tomy chamber, and leave her to 
tell yowall that I wiſh you td kn. 80 
ſaying; the retired ; and our curioſity being 
ſtrongly excited, ve begged my dear mother 
to aß, big n 5 ne what 
follows. eis 3 $76! 
© 208 CSF _ tell ok my deareſt children, 
that Miſs Lucas has had many offers of mar- 
MM Tiage fince her brother died; ſhe has refuſed 
— upon a preſumption that her fortune 
M 2 e was 
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Was their principal object; though, as you 
kriow, her perſon and fine qualities might 
well engage and fecure a lover on better mo- 
tives. Her modeſt. opinion of her own at- 
cractions, and her fear of becoming a victim 
20 à ſordid and intereſted mind, kept her 
from accepting any offer that could be made, 
though ſome were from men of fortune 
equal with her own. I need not tell you 
that ſhe has a noble, frank, and generous 
heart ; ſhe has always. ſaid, . J would rather 
confer than receive an? obligation; I had ra- 
ther engage a man's granny than that he 
| ſhould demand mine. 
After this Preface 1 muſt inform you, that 
1 about three months ago a young gentleman, 
whoſe name is Valentine Lucas, paid a viſit 
to our friend Mr. Withers. 5 He told him 
that be had been informed, that 3 a part of the 
family eſtate was entailed upon the male heir ; 
chat he was the perſon that had the ri icht to 
5 claim it; that out of reſpect to Miſs Lucas' 3 
character, he was deſirous to ſpare her every 
_ thing that could poflibly give her uneaſineſs; 
. that he would ſubmit his claim to the arbi- 
tration of ſome of the moſt eminent men of 
the 
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che law, if Miſs Lucas would 4s; the fame ; 7 
and begged the favour of him to inform Miſs 
Lucas of his claim in what manner he 
thought was the moſt reſpectful on his. part, 
and the leaſt likely to give her offence.” © 
Mr. Withers was extremely pleaſed with 
the young man's perſon and addreſs; he en- 
quired into his character and fortune. He 
heard that he was of a ſmall fortune, not 
more than three hundred a year; was bred: 
to the law, juſt called to the bar, of good 
character and abilities, and of great expecta- 
tions in his profeſſion. He made his report 
to Miſs Lucas, who was at firſt a good deal 
furprized and diſconcerted; but upon hear- 
ing of the young man 's fair and open beha- 
viour, ſhe was in better ſpirits, and ſeemed 
willing to refer this buſineſs to arbitration. 
Mr. Withers urged her to ſee the gentleman, 
and to hear what he would ſay upon the ſub- 
jet. He brought him to pay his reſpects, 
the lady Was pleaſed with his perſon and be- 
haviour, which was exceedingly modeſt and 
reſpectful. Mr. Withers obſerved them both, 
3 and, at his. return, had a long' converſation. 
with Mr. Lucas; in the courſe of which, he 
ans a _ aſked 


aſked: him whether he ſhould not like a com- 
promiſe at the lady's expence? The young 
gentleman urged him to explain his meaning. 
Why, ſaid Mr. Withers, if J were a young 
man in your fituation, I would try my fortune 
with the lady, cheat the lawyers, , and _ 
the eſtate with her only. | 2 
Dear Sir, ſaid Mr. Lucas, 56 — 
me with my little fortune, how can J pre- 
ſume? If, indeed, it were equal to her's, it 
would be the firſt wiſh of my heart; but in 
my fituation it would __ eee and | 
eee 11 503 K 
If your fortune c nlled he's; vous 4 500 
| Aurel ber $-—Sir; I would, by heaven! faid 
he.—Very well. Will you give me leave to 
tell her ſo?—If, Sir, —if you think ſhe will 
not be offended. - I would not for che world 
that ſhe ſhould: think me wanting in reſpe& 
to her. Theſe ſentiments are'the moſt like- 
ly to make you eſteemed by her, Sir. 4 
know Mifs Lucas has a generous, noble 
heart, and I wiſh her to marry; I'think ſhe 
could not make a more proper choice. Dear 
Sir, you tranſport me by your goodneſs {If 
you will, indeed, be * friend, I will put 
T1274, py | my 
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my "cauſe into your hands. —I will take it 
upon me, Sir; you ſhall be my client, and 
will be your /olicitor ; be of n cOurges 
and hope for ſucceſs. . - | * 
The next day Mr. Withers 3 told 
the whole ſtory to Miſs Lucas. She was of- 
fended with him; but the good old man 
urged her with ſo much eloquence and rea- 
ſon on his ſide, that he ſerved his client ef- 
fectually, and at length ſhe conſented to re- 
ceive his * and to hear him ſpeak for 
himſelf. | 
1 ſeconded Mr. Withers in his remon- 
ſtrances, telling her that ſhe ought to marry, 
having not one good reaſon to the contrary; 
and that, in cafe the gentleman. proved wor- 
thy of her affection, he was the very nan 
ſhe had wiſhed to find; her equal in birth 
and merit ; and, in fortune, one upon whom 
ſhe could confer an obligation, and entitle | 
herſelf to his gratitude and reſpect. 
The gentleman came to viſit her; _ the 5 
oftener he came, the more merit wg diſco- 
vered in him: in ſhort, he is very likely to 
ſucceed in his ſuit to her; and ſhe will, I 
make no doubt, confirm her own happiness 
M4 When 
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when ſhe- compleats his. She was refolved 
to provide for my dear children before ſhe 
gives up her power over her own fortune. 
Mr. Lucas is acquainted with the motive of 
her journey; he adores her for it, and would 
fain have attended us hither, but ſhe would 
not permit him: ſhe has wanted to tell you 
7 this ſtory, but had not the courage; but now 
vou have heard it, you will, ] dare ſay, ra- 
ther e than weak her nen 
to manyy.?? /- 1 33 2 Y 
We were ey to _ of her i inten- 
tion, and, at her return to the company, we 
congratulated her on her reſolution, and told 
her we were grieved that ſne would not ſuſ- 
fer us to pay our We to _ Suppybi man 
e her choice.  — 

She received our ee with kind- 

neſs and affection; and e we eee vi- 
fit her in Staffordſhire. DE 2 

She aſked our a to . ay x mo- 
ther with her till her marriage was over.—1 
believe, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall _ my —_— 
you come to fetch her home. | 

After a fortnight's ſtay, ſhe . e 


and carried our ne un her, whom we 
cheer- . 
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xope-:ſhe- would ſoon, 
take up her reſidence with us entielx. 
About a month after Her return home, 
Miſs Lucas made her lover happy. Mr. 
Withers was the nuptial father, and ſeemed 
as much delighted as if he had married his 
own daughter, for he was intereſted in every 
thing chat concerned the honvur atid happi- 
neſs of Miſs Lucas. Now, ſaid heg 1 ſhall 
hope tt: ſee: the. Lucas family rev rand. 
flouriſh again. I expect you to bring Heirs. 
to that name; and alſd heirs to aM I will. 
have no other, now my friend scdaughter is 
married ; but, if the had continued fingle⸗ 1, 
would have ſought but another heir. I Was 
afraid ſhe would not have married, But ſhe - 
is a good girl at laſt, and I am her Father 
in future. This was am agreeable ſurprize 
to the new-mazried-pairs” O Were not 
wanting in acknowledgeniehts dH<the G ecad 
ſion; Mrs. Horton wrote us word ef this oc- 
currence, and of every ching that darpenvs 
| in. the Lucas family. if 1 . ch big Sand 
After two. months rere elapſed, and my 
mother made no merition of returning to 
us, mw wife wrote. to urge it being defirous* 
. * that 
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that ſhe ſhould be with her before ſhe ſhould 
be brought-to-bed ; ſaying, ſhe could live 
without her no longer.” Mrs. Lucas wrote 
to my wife in anſwer, I tranſcribe a part of 
„ ff heron RG IE TRA BF: 
II cannot reſiſt your plea for your mo- 
ther's return; but it diſappoints my intention, 
which” was, that you ſhould have come to 
fetch her: I ſtill wiſh it could be {o; if you 
ſhould” * 3 we could provide ac- 
CO! However, if yon will not 
grant me N Hooks; you muſt another; yo 
muſt part with Mr. Bennet, and bend him 
to conduct your mother home; I have a 
reaſon for this requeſt. Mr. Lucas is very 
deſirous of being acquainted witli your huf- 
band; he knows my brother's obligations to 
him, and his friendſhip for him. This man 
afſumes the authority of an huſbund, my dear 
Maria; he pretends to have more generoſity 
than myſelf; he thinks T have not done 
enough for your huſband, as my relation, 
and my brother's friend; he wants to im- 
prove upon my patronage and aſſiſtance: 
thus does he artfully give way to my weak 
neſs, to eſtabliſh his own authority. I ſhall 
not 
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not explain myſelf farther: ſend your huſ- 
band over, we will not keep him from you 
long, and will return him not worſe than he 
comes ; oh that you would. accompany him, 
and ſhare the N er of your friene! 
bs er Anna Lucas.” 
1 oonkd not avoid going; though it was with 
great reluRance. I left my wife; my father 
promiſed to take care of her till my return, 
and to adviſe me of her health every poſt. 
At my arrival, I met with the moſt cordial 
reception from Mr. and Mrs. Lucas. I 
found him a- modeſt, ſenſible, and amiable 
man; like minds are eaſily acquainted, and we 
ſoon became familiar friends. The ſecond 
day after my arrival, he told me the pariſſi 
where they reſided had loſt its rector, and 
offered the living to my acceptance. I an- 
ſwered as before, that I preferred my preſent 
reſidence to any other; for the ſame reaſons 
as formerly, that I would not accept any 
farther preferment, unleſs I could: perform 
the duties of it; that I was as rich as I 
withed to be, and as happy as any man could 
be; therefore I wiſhed, him to give the 


living to ſome worthy man who was unpro- 
MS. vided 
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vided for, and make him happy in an eaſy 
' fituation ; and at the ſame time gain an 
agreeable and reſpectable neighbour.— Why 
tien, ſaid Mrs. Lucas, we muſt give it to 
Mr. Bates, who at preſent is in a ſtate af 
baniſhment at D-——. And at the fame 
time we can make another honeſt man 
happy. There is paor Bilſon, the curate of 
the next pariſh, with a wife and ſeven chil- 
dren, and not more than ſixty pounds a year 
to maintain them: they live in a cottage, and 
ſee nobody; and the poor man never comes 
out but when the prieſt is wanted. Though 
Bates thinks B a Siberia, Bilſon will 
think it a Montpelier. Hut I forgot (ſaid 
ſhe, looking grave) that J am married: have 
I your leave, Sir, to do this? My dear angel! 
ſaid he, don't atk my leave to diſpoſe of your 
own property. I adore your benevolence 
and generofity ! ſeldom, very ſeldom, do you 
perform any thing that can be mended :- but 
let me, in return, aſk; if I have your leave to do 
hat I propoſe&}—You have, Sir: “1 
will contend with you upon this theme ; 
it is the only one, I truſt, that we ſhall ever 
_ _ contend about.” — He bowed gracefully ta 
| | her. 
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her. Then curhing to me, You: muſt᷑ do us 

the favour, Sir, as you dun't accept this 
living, to accept the! -pexpetuab :advowſon;of 
the living of -:S-——, as à donation of friend 
ſhip and relationſhip from us both. No, Sir, 
ſaid our couſin, from Mr. Lucas only; it ds 
his own thought and his own propoſal, and 
he ſhall have the whole credit of it.— was 
confounded at their generoſity, I offered to 
decline it, but they wonld take no denialg 
unleſs, ſaid Mr. Lucas, ſmiling, yon would 
have us think n ate too rau and too proud 
to accept it. 41 1 % 5, ll nag d 0 
Mrs. Horten-chind: myſelf; pas: ou, 
gratitude in the warmeſt language our hearts 
ſuggeſted. They ſtopped us ſhort, ſaying, 
Our friendſhip was their recompence. —The 
next day, at their deſire, I wrate to Mr. 
Bates to come over. I wrote alſo to Mr. 
| Bilſon, enquiring into che particulars of his 
ſituation, and giving him reaſon to hope for 
better ſhortly... Three days after, Mr. Bates 
arrived, and vras in tranſport of. joy at the 
propoſal: he gladly, reſigned the hving of 
D., and was immediately preſented to 
Mr. Lucas's, own. pariſh, -- Poor, Mr. Bilſon 

Was 
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was equally rejoiced-to ſucceed him at 0. 
Our generous patrons enjoyed the pure and 
ſublime pleaſure, of making three families 
completely happy at the ſame time. Though 
I was happy in this reſpected and beloved 
family, I grudged every day I ſtayed; for I 
longed to return to my dear Maria, who I 
knew reckoned the hours of my abſence, 
Mrs. Horton urged the neceſſity of our de- 
parture; and I told them with truth, that 
nothing but my wife's fituation ſhould have 
torn me from them ſo ſoon; and that, if ſhe 
had been with me, I ſhould not care how 
long I ſtayed there. .- - 

They arr the ;uſtneſs . our 
plea, and excuſed us for this time; ſaying, 
we ſhould make them amends in future. 
Mr. Lucas ſaid, I hope our fair couſin will 
bring vou a ſon, to ſucceed you in your on 
Hving. I offer myſelf as ſponſor for him, if 
you are not provided, —1 thanked him for the 
honour, and gladly accepted it——Mrs. Lucas 
offered to be godmother; and Mr. Withers 
the other godfather.—It ſeems, ſaid Mrs. 
Horton, that you are certain of a /on, but if 


| 12 ſhould be- miſtaken Then, faid Mr. 
5 Withers, 
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Withers, we will referve ourſelves for ano- 
ther time.— Girls are tlien of no account, 
ſaid Mrs. Horton. I muſt be the ſponſor in 
that caſe.— will be the other, ſaid Mrs. Lu- 
cas, the poor girl ſhall not be ſlighted for her 
ſex's ſake.— Several ſtrokes of wit and plea- 
ſantry paſſed upon the occaſion, till the mo- 
ment of our departure came; we took leave 
of our excellent friends, ho ſhewed much 
regret at loſing us. Me haſtened home, be- 
ing impatient to meet thoſe dear and tender 
friends, who expected us with impatience at 
leaſt equal to our own. Their joy at our re- 
turn roſe almoſt to rapture; hut my dear fa- 
ther's looks were a great abatement to mine; 
he aſſumed a cheerful countenance, and 
ſtrove to conceal the alteration from us all. 
He encouraged our joy; he ſaid every thing 
that could make us eafy; he told me that my 
return had made him well, and renewed his 
youth : But I think, Wilkam, ſaid he, that 
I cannot part with you again; for it ſeems as 
if my health, as well as e depended 
upon 8 
The tears ſtarted from my eyes. Oh that 
it depended upon me, ſaid I, to prolong that 
i lire 
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life ſo dear to me —1 embraced him, and 
wept over him. Why it does, ſaid; my dear 
father; Lill live as long as I can for vor 
fake; and if you did not with; it, I ſhould 
not have lived ſo long as I have done. Come, 
tell us «ll that has ure ns ſince e a 
tion. (ED ATI £3, 73> ner 
J related our 1 Aebi behevibut ates 
us and to others, iand/comminicated- . 
happineſs: I felt to my hearers; aud We 
united our dings: and; . for our 
benefactors. THE, Drills 12 484 182 IBI | 
I waited quinn; Gar the blefing: that 
Providence ſhould. beſtowi upon me Ic had 
twice been cdifappointed, my two firſt- horn. 
dropt like the early bloſſoms of the ſpring. 
and ardently wiſhed for a lving child. 
At length my wiſhes and prayers were, an- 
faered | my dear Maria: brought: me a ford 
within a week after my return home, ta the 
inexpreſſible joy of every part of my family. 
My dear father was ſo intereſted in this hap- 
py, event, that he was continually viſiting the 
room, that he might ſee the child ; ſeveral 
times in the day he looked at him, and ſeem- 
ed anxious after every ching that related to 
him. I wrote to Mr. Lucas immediately, to 
acquaint 
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acquairit/ him with this event, and to claim 
his promiſe: J invited all the ſponſors to 
come to the baptiſm, and rejoice with us. 
They did us the honour to come, and I 
gave my ſon the name of Valentine, after. 
Mr. Lucas; they ſhared in our happineſs, 
and ſpent an nn month with us; after 
which they returne d home. id bir i 
My Fre Nara nurſed the child- herſelf; Er 
and, happily, her health ſeemed to mn F 
in the diſcharge: of the tender office. | 
My dear father's decline could ir | 
| ealed; I ſaw and Jamented it, with- 
„ prevent it. I beſought him to 
_ advice from the moſt eminent phyſiei 
ans. He ſmiled. Do you think, my ſon, 
— can renew my youth? I know my diſ- 
order, it is the lot of mortality; did you 
enough; I ſee my children happy; you are 
well provided for; I have nothing more to 
with or to hope for; I am willing to depart 
when heaven calls me. Your ſiſter's huſpand 
is not a man after my own heart, but I will 
_ diſcharge my duty to him and her; fend for 
chem, my ſon ; I will ſee them once more, 
| . | 8 and 
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and take a proper leave of them. I wrote 
immediately for them to come to us. Mr, 
Blomfield, who had married my ſiſter, was 2 
wealthy farmer, a cloſe,. ſordid, ſeläch man, 
was accumulating riches. He and I. could 
never be much acquainted, our minds Would 
not mix together: we ſeldom met, and un 
not defire to meet oftener. 
He had married my fiſter for n 5 aint ab 
terwards bragged of his generoſity, and even 
repraached her with her obligations to him, 
She was a quiet, harmleſs, .inoffenfive wo. 
man ;i1he.did not contend with. his imperi- | 
ous. temper, but ſunk into a tate of .acquiz 
eicence,,, obeyed him implicitly, and. gaveruf 
very other wiffi, and every other friend. 
Upon this occaſion he brought her to viſit 
her father; but, inſtead of ſhewing any con- 
cern for him, this man enquired What he 
had done for his daughter ; ; faid, he had heard 
that ſome: good fortune had fallen to him 
lately, on be bad beſtowed. it all upon 

his ſon. rr een 
.. You. hell n fad N „a. 
wer; 3- a relation * 8 ſon's wife * 
the 
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the advowſon oe 8 living for him. I did 
nothing more than reſign the living 4 fort 5 
time ſooner Wan- denn would have taken it 
from me. I gave no money, 1 loſt none, 
for my ſon would never rece oeelve any part of 
the income of it ſo long as T hve. I have 
left my own little fortune equally for ou 
and my ſon; the only diſtinction T hive 
made in his favour is this: I have left him all 
the furniture, plate, and linen of this houſe, 
with the farming ſtock and utenfils; ard 1 
have left him my executor; and reſiduary le- 
gatee, that yo may not have it in your 
power to give him trouble. I think I have 
done what juſtice requires; muy heart is eaſy 
and fatisfied ; and it is not in yo,ů power to 
diſturb the Lune mme nor 401 nake 
any alteration in ir 

This ſon of earth would hive Oy to | 
my father's HR. of his property, but it 


was to no purpoſe. My father teproved hint 


ſeverely ;' he told him that he graſped t 


world too hard; that it would Aude His graſp, 
and flide through his hands like water. He 
bade ni dee orward to dais time W 
i 2 402 YAO muſt 
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muft refign it, and make Preparmtinn, R 
leaving it finally. Eo” | 

The muckworm was ſhocked : at bing ex- 
hortation; he held his peace, and waited the 
event. My ſiſter ſhowed a true filial concern 
and affection for her father; but was under 
fo much reſtraint i in her huſband's preſence, 
that ſhe ſhewed little attention to any n 
we —_ 
| My dear father died . pain or ory 
gret; I never left his pillow ; he expired in 
my arms, with, his hand in mine. His laft 
words. were a bleſſing upon me and mine; 
and a pious reſignation of his ſoul 1 into the. 
bands of its Creator. 40110 

Grief took entire poſſeſfion of my mind; 
* indignation at my brother- in · law rouſed 
me from this torpid ſtate. I ſent for my 
attorney, a man of worth and character, and 
bade him explain to this ſavage what be 
ould. not comprehend. I determined to 


execute my father's will exattly ; and not to 
favour him in any reſpect, as my own. in- 
clination would have led me to do. It was 
* ſome difficulty he could preyail on him 

to 
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to quit the houſe ; but when ne dd, it took 
a great burthen off my min. 


He ſent his attorny to act for him. 4.,and - 


he, being a man of ſenſe, ſettled every thing 


with mine, without giving me the pain of 
any further conference with Mr. Blomßeld. 
This man went about abuſing me, and re- 
flecting upon my dear father's memory 
affirming, that he had bought the living of 


8 — for me, and that he made 2 ſecret o of | 


it, that 1 might have the adyantage of. it; 
and that he had injured his daughter, to 


provide handſorgely for his ſon. Theſe re- 


341 FEY 3411 
ge mie more uneaſineſ 


ought to have done; however, my character 
was ſo well "eſtabliſhed, that my word was of 


* * Y N 


dee by. - people of credit ; p "and this 
1 vexatious affair ſubſided by degrees. | Mr. 


Blomfield ad my family broke off all Kind 


f of intereburſe from this time; I would have 
: forgiven bim, but he knew himſelf the ag- 


greſſor, and never forgave n me., In the courſe 
of the ſame 1 year, Mrs. Lucas intreated my 


mother to come over, to be preſent at her 


Ts 


delivery, and to — aid den Ile 
ries of Juno Lucinaz! 14 47 35 es 15  29bbt 
This requeſt could not be Amed "Mir" 
Horton went over, and was preſent» at the 
birth of a ſon and heir who gave joy noch 
parents, and to all the friends of the family. 
At the end of a month, Mrs. Lucas wrote to 
afkias a davour, chat we would come to feten 


ue ne our emen us; WS 18. 5 
Joiced with our friends upon theſe additional 
bleſſings, and ſpent a happy month witty: | 
chem, during which, I did the office f 
friend: to Mr. Bates: I married him to Mrs. 
Mary Mills, who was a diſtant relation of 
our couſin Lucas, and Rad been tlie fuper- 
intendant of her family ever ſince the deatli 
of her mother. She was an humble, mos 
deſt, worthy woman, of no brilliant quali- 
ties, but many uſeful ones; ſhe made Mr, 
Bates an excellent wife; and; by giving nim 
2 relation to a reſpoctable family, brought 
bim maay advantages. Me. and Mts: Lues 
- made the nowunurtiew: pair many preſents, 
and procured them every thing requifite to'the 


comfort and convenience of their ſituation. 
1 We 
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p ned with great reluctance on all 
ades; as all of us foreſaw that our families 
inereafing, and the duties of my ſituation; 
would render it inconvenient to viſt lo oe 
in future as we had done hithert. 
We returned to our on home, ai 
joyed the comforts' chat heaven had givers 
us, in a conſtant and regular way of life 
that afforded very little varie. T0 
The following year Mr. Withers diedin a 
goed old age, beloved and regretted by al 
that knew him ; he left His whole fortune, 
except ſome Legacies, to Mr. and Mrs. Lu- 
cas; he left my ſon an hundre + pounds as 
his godſon. Fhis loſs was felt by our eouſins: 
but it was alleviated by the birth of a ſecond 
ſon, and the" continuanee NOIR other 
blefling,- 3,407 THE fs Un d 7 
"This: year our mother Ae vlog : 
Staffordſhire ; as ſhe grew into years, long 
Jjournies became ineonvenient and fatiguing 
to her; and, beſide, her children grem more 
unwilling to ſpare her, and ſhe did not * 
to loſe ſo mueh of their company. p 
About three years aſter the birth of my 
ſon, my wife brought me a daughter, whom 

; TEE | | . Fi ſhe 
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the alſo nurſed herſelf; and finding the child 
grow ſtrong and healthy (more ſo than any 
ſhe had yet borne). ſhe ſuckled her Jonger 
than the uſual time, becauſe it ſeemed to 
agree with both mother and child. I men- 
tion this circumſtance, becauſe it proved of 
great conſequence, on the intereſting event 
which happened ſoon after; which intro- 
duced into our family a moſt dear child, and, 
as I hope, a future mother of it; I will there- 
fore be particular in my narrative of that event. 
It was on the 18th of October, 1)—, as 
I was fitting in the parlour with my wife and 
mother; they working at the needle, I read- 
ing to them; a poſt-chaiſe- ſtopped at our 
door. The ſervant came to us, and told us 
that a gentleman and lady deſired to ſpeak 
with me inſtantly. I went to the door di- 
rectly; I ſaw there a young gentleman, whoſe 
countenance ſhewed marks of the utmoſt 
diſtreſs. I aſked what commands he had for 
me? He ſeized my hand, preſſed it earneſtly, 
and ſpoke. Dear Sir | worthy gentleman ! 
you are a clergyman, you muſt have huma- 
nity. Take pity on an unfortunate pair, 
who are in diſtreſs of a peculiar kind! This 
I lady 
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lady, my dear wife, is in labour; ſhe was 
taken ill upon the kk ſhe cannot reach the 
place whither we were going, and where we 
were expected; it is full ten miles further; 5 
my wife has been i in fits; ſhe will expire on 
the road, unleſs your goodneſs, will aſſt us. 
Have pity upon us, and take us under your 
roof, and God will reward your humanity. | 
Ws þ he gentleman” s diſtreſs touched my heart ; 5 
it anſwered in his behalf, and dictated my 
Sir, ſaid I, I can feel for Your ſitu- 
ation, * it is my duty likewiſe to. aſſiſt you ; ; 
1 have.a wife, one of the beſt « of women ; [ 
will call her to the lady.—]. JAN. into the par- 
our. My love, ſaid h. here is a a call upon 
our humanity,; à moſt diſtreſsful ſituation; 
come and aſſiſt me to anſwer it. — We haſten» 
ed to the chaiſe; the gentleman repeated the 
particulars of the caſe in the accents of na- 
ture, oppreſſed. with grief and tenderneſs. 
My wife defired me to aſſiſt him in bringing 
the lady into our houſe. 1 opened the door 
of the chaiſe; the lady was ina fit; we lift- 
ed her out, and carried her into the parlour ; 
the ſervants came and offered their aſſiſtance. 
We tried the uſual methods to recover the 
Vol. I. N EH lady; 
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lady; our mother came to adviſe us.—I fear; 
faid ſhe, this poor lady has waited too long 
for the aſſiſtance neceſſary in theſe caſes. 
Send directly for Mrs. Layton; and let the 
maids air the room in the mean time, and 
do you carry her up ſtairs directly.—] ſeat 
away the man ſervant, and begged my mo» 
ther to direct the maids. 

My wife ſupported the lady in her arms, 
and every one ſtrove to be of ſervice to her; 
the huſband was in agonies of grief all this 
time. At length ſhe opened her eyes; ſhe 
looked round her, and then fixed- them on 
her huſband, and ſpoke, —My dear, am I at 
B——?—No, my life, ſaid he, you are in 
an hoſpitable family, who have had the good- 
neſs to take us under their roof. We ſtop- 
ped at two houſes before, and they refuſed to 
take us in; but we have found the good Sa- 
maritan at laſt, God reward him and his 
tender wife ! She looked up at my vit, who 
was bending over her. 

My good angel | ſaid ſhe, do you PD 
ſcend to take all this trouble upon you? 
My dear lady, ſaid my Maria, ſay not one 
word of trouble ; make your mind eaſy, and 


* 
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be aſſured that every perſon in this houſe 
will think themſelves happy to be of any ſer- 
vice to you upon this intereſting occaſion. 

I am not deceived, ſaid the gentleman. ; : 
this excellent pair deſerve the character we 
heard of them on the way hithes- © r - 

My mother brougkt ſome wine; ſhe made 
the lady take a little ; the gentleman did the 
ſame. Let us, faid ſhe, carry the lady 'up 
ſtairs, while ſhe is a little better. Her huſ- 
band and myſelf did ſo, but ſhe fainted again 
while we were removing her. We left her 
in the hands of the women of our family, 
and fetched up ſtairs the trunk that contained 
their neceſſaries; the gentleman paid the 
poſt· chaiſe, and ſent it away. | 

Soon after, my ſervant returned with the 
good woman; ſhe went directly up ſtairs ; 
and I took the gentleman into the parlqur, 
and aſked him to give. me the particulars of 
his ſituation, which he related briefly as 
tollows. 

« am the only ſon of a man of rank and 
fortune; my father had choſen a wife for 
me, but my heart refuſed the election of an- 
other, and would chooſe its own partner for 

ä * life. 
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life. I am'privately married to that dear 
woman whom you have ſeen with me; I 
was obliged to conceal it from my father, 
and therefore I ſecured her an aſylum at a 
great diſtance from him againſt her hour of 
trial. Unfortunately I delayed too long our 
Journey thither, on account of ſome acci- 
dental hindrances; but J hoped to have been 
chers to-night. Through that'unhappyde- 
lay we are fubjected to this diſtreſs;” which I 
ardently pray may have no bad conſequences” 
I comforted him in the beſt manner I 
culd, and put him in hope that all would 
end happily. While we were talking toge - 
cher, my mother entered the room with the 
midwife, and their looks bodet : no _ wm 
W. of this buſineſs. 4 2077421 
The good woman ſaid ſin, this lady's 
caſe is paſt my ſkill, ſhe has been too long 
without proper affiſtance; you muſt ſend for 
ſome gentleman of the faculty, upon whole 
kill you can rely, 5 the . is ee 
great danger. 
This account threw us back into all our 
fears again.— The caſe, ſaid I, will admit 


of no further delay. I will go myſelf to a 
8 gen- 


rer 
— I oy 


gentleman who is eminent in his profeſſion; 
and do you, Sir, comfort the lady, and keep 
up her ſpirits in the mean time; and take 
care to conceal from her our apprehenſions.. 

I took my horſe directly, and rode as up- 
on life and death: I was ſo fortunate as to 
find the doctor at home, and brought him 
with me in leſs time than could have been 
expected; telling him the caſe by the way. 
While we were gone, there paſſed a moſt af- 
fecting ſcene between the huſband; and wife. 
He lamented the delay of their journey, and 
faid very tender things on the ſubject. His 
lady was ſo much affected, that her reſerve 
gave way, and ſhe ſaid, —My Lord, I ſhall 
die, and ſet you at liberty to obey your fa 
ther ; I ſhall not grudge wy life to wake * 
happy | ! | 

She ſeemed: very fond of my. th; and 
could not bear OE ee leave her for 
2 moment. 

The tender heart of my Sing Maria ſuf- 
fered greatly on this occaſion ; but ſhe re- 
ſolved to obey its dictates, to ſtay with the 
poor lady, and give her every comfort and 
aſſiſtance in her power. 
N 3 When 


OO 
, La * 
* Nr —— 
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When Parfived with the goctof, 1 carried 


him directly to the lady; I took the afflicted 


huſband away, and left the doctor to the du- 
ties of his profeſſion. In half an hour he came 
to us with a countenance of deep concern, 
bir, Bennet, ſaid he, you have called me to 
an unfortunate buſineſs, I think it my duty 
to tell yon that the lady is in the utmoſt dan- 
ger. If the gentleman relies upon my ſkill, 
I will perform my duty to the beſt of my 


ability; but TI think it neceſſary to inform 


you, that I am very doubtful whether the lady 
will ſurvive the crifis, and to prepare you Tor 


the worſt that may happen. 


The huſband threw himſelf 3 in  agonies at 
the doctor's feet; he aſſured him of his reli- 


ance upon him.—Save my wife, ſaid he, and 


aſk what you will for your reward. —Reward, 
Sir, anſwered he; 1 would freely give an 
hundred pounds to be as many miles another 


h way; and that any other man had the office 


and the reward. My heart is too much af- 


fected with the caſe; but I will make an ef⸗ 


fort to ſave both the mother and child, and 
wilt act as a man who is accountable at a 


higher tribunal than that of the opinion of 
men. 
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men.—He went out of the room with tears 

in his eyes, and left us overwhelmed with 
grief and deſpair. I had much ado to keep. 
life in the poor gentleman ; he raved like a 
madman, and then ſunk into faintings in 
turn. 

I called upon him, as a man and a chriſ= 
tian to exert his reaſon, and to pray for 
reſignation to the will of heaven. He 
threw himſelf upon the floor, and gave 
himſelf up by turns to raving paſſion and 

ſilent deſpair. x 
It was about two hours before we heard 
any thing from above; at length Mrs. Hor- 
ton came into the room with her eyes ſwelled 
with weeping, and her voice faltering. —The 
lady is delivered, ſaid ſhe ; both ſhe and the 
child are alive, but it is very uncertain how 
long they will be ſo; do not deſpair, but 
do not be too ſecure. —The gentleman roſe. 
up; he embraced my mother, and thanked 
her for her goodneſs, God reward you, 
Madam ! you have given me a glimpſe of 
hope. Pray for me, for my dear wife, ' for 
all of v us! Oh what trouble have we brought 
n upon 
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upon you! but ſuch hearts as n are 
their own reward. 

My Lord] ſays Mrs. Horton, for Cocky I 
find you are, you ſhovld make us acquainted 
with your name and family; you have no 
friends that better deſerve your confidence. 

He told us that he was the only ſon of 
the earl of D N and that his father knew 
nothing of his marriage or his journey, but 
thought him at his ſeat in Bedfordſhire.— But, 
Madam, added he, may I not ſee my love? 
Not at preſent, ſaid ſhe. May I not ſee the 
doctor ?—I have prevailed on him to ſtay till 

the lady is out of danger, or till—— Oh 
don't, do not ſuppoſe it, ſaid he! I cannot 
bear the idea: ſhe muſt not, ſhall not die 
It is our duty, Sir, to refign to the will of 
| heaven. Do not flatter yourſelf, leſt you 
ſhould be cruelly diſappointed. Heaven has 
ſent you a little daughter, who, if ſhe lives, 
may be a bleſſing to you; hope the 3%, and 
be prepared for the wor. — Where is my 
dear Maria, faid I? —She is with the lady; ſhe 
will not leave her till ſhe ſees the event. 
So ſaying, my mother retired, and leſt us 


na + late of doubt, ſears and anxiety, which” 
yet 


+59 8 


yet was too ſoon ended. I ſat performing. 
the uſeleſs office of adviſing a compoſure, - 
which I could not attains After ſom hours 
ſpent in this manner, the doctor, camep to | 
us.— Sir, ſaid he, to Lord | My your wife = | 
defires to ſee you once more; but you muſt = | 
be compoſed, or you will diſturb, her 4% mo- 
ments. He began to rave again.— This wall 
not do, Sir; you mult not ſee her, unleſs you. 
can command yourſelf. Not ſee her! ſaid 
he; who ſhall hinder me !—l will, Sir, ſaid 
the doctor; and ſo will every one in the 
| houſe.— Well, but I will be patient as a man 
can be:; lead me ta her We led him up 
ſtairs, and into che room. I was a ſpectator 
of the mournful ſcene; my wife was. ſup-- 
porting the dying lady, her arm was under 
her head, and ſhe held my Maria's hand to 
her lips. Mrs. Horton held the child, for 
the mother to take a laſt look of it. The, 
lady pete in a low and wemwvlons voice... 
You will be the mother of my.child ?—I will,; 
ſaid my, wife, in 2 faltering g voice, ſhe ſhall: 
be as dear to me as my own.— Thank you, 
my dear friend, God bleſs you The huſ- 
band ran to the bedſide; he kneeled by it; 
N 5 he 
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he ſobbed; but could not ſpeak; he took * 
her hand with my wife's in it; ſhe tried to 
turn that way, but could not. — She ſaid, 
Farewel, my dear lord ! take care of your- 
| ſelf. Do not grieve for me; your father, 
| your child! live long and happy. God 
| bleſs—bleſs, keep you she fell into a fit 
with this exertion. We carried the diſ- 
tracted man out of the room, and ſhe - 
expired in a few minutes after. The lruſ- 
band was in agonies; he raved till his 
ſtrength was exhauſted, and then ſunk into 
fainting fits. I begged the doctor to ſtay 
with us to take care of him.—] will bleed 
him, ſaid he; I make no doubt he- will ſoon £ 
recover; this kind of grief is not fatal; it is 
the /ilent kind, that preys upon the heart. 
This man will get over it ſooner than one 
who ſeems leſs affected. —He bled the pa- 
tient, we laid him down upon a bed; I left my i 
ſervant and a neighbour's ſon to watch with 
him, with orders to call me if I was wanted. 
The doctor went away, and promiſed to call 
the next day; it was broad day-light, and yet 
it ſeemed as if darkneſs had ſtill covered us 


with her fable curtain. I was oppreſſed with 
en, | 
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grief, but my firſt care was for thoſe dearer 
to me than myſelf. 1 went and fetched my 
wife and mother from the ſcene of death. 
F intreated them to go and take ſome re- 
poſe; they retired together, and I threw 
myſelf. into. an armed chair in the ſame 
room; ſleep kindly viſited us all, and re- 
paired in a degree the fatigue and vexa- 
tion of the wretched night we had paſſed, 
1 firſt 'awoke, ſtole ſoftly out of the room, 
and went to viſit my patient; who was ſome 
what more compoſed and rational, but had 
many returns of paſſion, which were hap- 
pily allayed by tears which he ſhed plentifully. 
I wept with him in filence ; he poured forth 
his acknowledgements for my tender ſym- 
pathy; and for the other ſervices I had done 
him ; he vowed eternal friendſhip to me and 
mine, while he ſhould live upon earth. 

He talked of ſending for an undertaker; 
but 1 beſought him to leave it to us to pay 
the laſt duties to his departed wife. 1 told 
him that my father had built a large vault for 
himſelf and family, and we would give our 
gueſt a place in it; he embraced me with 
tears and thanks, I reminded him of his 

M | N 6 obligations 
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obligations to the doctor. He took out his 
pocket-book, and put into my hand two 
bank bills of an hundred pounds each: I of- 
fered to return one of them. Keep them, 
my dear friend, ſaid he, to anſwer incidental 
expences. Alas! I hoped to make a dif- 
ferent uſe of them ; he relapſed into a fit of 
grief. I brought him to himſelf, by giving 
him hopes that his daughter might live, and 
that chere were yet many bleſſings in ſtore : 
for him. 

I ſtepped out, od gave ſome a. or- 
4 concerning the body; and ſent for pro- 
per aſſiſtants, in order to put things in train 
for a decent diſpoſal of it. My wife and mo- 
ther aroſe, and the family began again to put 
on an appearance of regularity, Lord B—— 
_ refuſed dining with us, and kept his cham- 
ber, which 1 thought beſt for my friend's 
ſake ; but towards night, my wife had been 
miſſing ſome time, and, as I ſuppoſed, was 
attending to her children. I began to think 
ſhe ſtaid too long, and feared ſhe was in- 
dulging her grief by ſeeing the body of her 
late friend. I ſought her all over the houſe. 
At laſt I found her in the nurſery. I found 

1 4 Il. Io 
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her—oh divine benevolence! emanation of 


the Divinity! firſt of Chriſtian: virtues 4 I 
found her giving her own breaſt to the poor lit- 
tle orphan child; while the tears rolled down 
her cheeks in compaſſion for it. I kneeled 
involuntarily to her as to a ſuperior being. 
Oh Maria !—my angel wife! This action 
-M worthy of thee, and few befide thee would 


have performed it. 12. K. 


My love, ſaid * 8 my dotngris 
without firſt aſking your permiſſion ! but 1 
have promiſed to be a mother to this poor 


baby, and 1 mean to perform it religiouſly; it 


is high time that our daughter - ſhould be 
weaned; and J will preſerve her diet for this 
child, as long as ſhe has need of it. 


Excuſe you ! my love, ſaid I; I adore you 
for it! And this divine goodneſs of yours 


will adminiſter comfort to the heart of the af- 
flicted father of this poor infant; only take 
care that your health does not ſuffer, and that 
you do not give way to fruitleſs grief.—I 
have checked it already, ſaid ſhe, for the 


dear child's ſake; I ſubmit. to the will of 


heaven in all things. | 


I left her, to return „ 1 | 


* lord, J, your daughter will 


hve; . 
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live; we have got her a nurſe, — —fuch #-. 


nurſe, as neither you nor I could' ever have 
expected. What already? faid he.—T had 
much ado to make him underſtand: or 
believe this news; but his tears and bleffings 
ſpoke his gratitude for it. I conſulted my 
wife and mother concerning! the funeral ; 

I' adviſed Lord B- to depart firſt, but 


de infiſted upon attending it; 1 waved' 


it for the preſent, ſaying, F you are able, 
my lord. —When he firſt ſaw my wife, be 
kneeled to her; called her his guardian angel! 
his patroneſs! the mother of his child! 
% will find a way to ſhow my ſenſe of my 
obligations to you, Madam, and to defray”. 
your expences for my poor infant. We 
begged him to be filent on that head, and 
to be aſſured that friendſhip, and not in- 
tereſt, was our governing principle. On 
the day of the funeral, we kept in a back- 
ward room. Lord B- — attempted to viſit 
the coffin, but was not able. I fent to a 
neighbour clergyman, and begged him to 
perform the ſervice of the church. = 
I kept with Lord B—— ; I amuſed him; 


and the War was carried out of the houſe 
without” 
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without his knowing ! it; he expected that I . 
ſhould officiate, and wondered at the delay. 
When all was over, I told him; he thanked 
me, and bleſſed me, but had a violent ebul- 
lition of grief and paffion upon it. This I 
expected, and was prepared for; but, as 1 
hoped, it proved the /a/?, for lie Oe” more 0 
compoſed ſoon afterwards. _ 
I called all my family together ; I deſred : 
Lord B—— to attend ; I read the prayers of ; 
the church, and amongſt others the” leſſon 
appointed for the funeral ſervice; during 
which, Lord B — wept bitterly, ad every 
one preſent As him. After the | 
ſervice, I made a brief exhortation, which 
vas a comment upon the chapter I had been 
reading; from which I obſerved that Chri- 
ſtians ought not to ſorrow as thoſe that have 
no hope, but to receive comfort from the 
aſſurances of another life, and the hope of 
being one day reunited to thoſe we have 
loved upon earth; with an entire rel ignation | 
to the will of heaven. 1 | 
My little audience were properly affe ed by 
my diſcourſe ; and the poor man, for whoſe ' 
| FL n ifs 
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Lake chiefly I made it, was comforted by it, 
and was much more compoſed afterwards. x" 
The next day I took the liberty to adviſe 
Lord B — to remove as ſoon as poſlible i 
. from the ſcene of his diſtreſs ; , he took it 
kindly, and prepared to do ſo. I offered to 
account to him for the money he entruſted to 
| - my care, but he refuſed it. My dear Sir, 
| ſaid he, don't. think that I mean this. trifle 
as any return for my obligations to you. 
| Hear me, Sir: I ſhall be of age in a 3 
| and then 1 ſhall receive a legacy from an 
aunt; life is uncertain 31 ought. to do ſome- - 
thing towards providing for this poor child. 
I will depoſit a ſum in your hands, for. her 
uſe and benefit; the intereſt of i it, you will ac- 
cept for her board and neceſſaries · Don t ſay 
* one word in anſwer; I have taken my reſo- 5 
lution.— Sir, ſaid], it will be proper the 
child ſhould be baptized.— By all means, faid 
he. —By what name would you have her 
be called ?—By her dear mother's, Sophia 
Melcombe. Then you don't chooſe ſhe 
ſhould be known to be your daughter Not 
at prefent, faid he; as my marriage was not 
known to my father, it is better it ſhould 
continue 
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continue a ſecret for ſone time longer. 
That ſhall be as you pleaſe, —After ſome far 
ther conference, we agreed to ſend to I- 


for a poſt-chaiſe, and that he ſhould depart | 


the next day, The child was baptized ; the 
father named it; he embraced and bleſſed it. 


We took a-moſt affecting leave of Lord 


B— he was ſcarcely able to ſpeak a word. 

He embraced me, threw himſelf into the 
chaiſe, and departed in a flood of tears, with 
his hat pulled over his face : he waved his 
hand as long as he could ſee us, and we 
ſcemed as if we had une with a near re- 
lation. goes» 


of our ſtation and employments. The little 
orphan, by my wife's tender care and offices, 
began to thrive; and to promiſe to reward our 
humanity towards her. The pleaſure all our 
children afforded us, amply rewarded our- 


cares for them. About ten days after lord 


B's departure, we received the following 
| letter from him: "3g | 


4% Dear 


After ſome days we- n to the duties 
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«© Dear Sir, 

WIIEN I reflect upon the ſcones vital 
paſt, my heart is overwhelmed with grief 
one while, and preſently after, it is raiſed by 
the moſt ardent gratitude ; I endeavour to 
dwell on this laſt ſenſation, and to overcome 
the firſt, — When J think on the hoſpitality, 
generoſity, ſenſibility, and goodneſs of vou 
and your lady you ſeem like pitying an- 
gels ſent by heaven to ſave me from deſpair; : 
ſurely there is not ſuch another pair upon 
earth — May heaven protect and reward you 
both here and hereafter l. But theſe are only 
words; the feelings of my heart are unutter- | 
able towards you. Friend and brother of my 
ſoul accept the overflowings of a heart 
that would, but cannot een, its love and 
gratitude. e 4 

I have not yet ſeen my father; as 6551 as' 
I can do ſomething better thai ralking, FP 
will vifit you; in the mean time my wiſhes 
and prayers ſhall be daily offered for you and 
your beloved family. 

I am, yur brother, friend, and ſervant, 


— 


| 


About 
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About a month after, 1 received a ſecond | 
letter. | 


Vos My dear Friend, 

I HAVE ſeen my father; my counte= 
nance wore the marks of the wound my 
heart ſo lately received, —He challenged me 
upon it, and aſked what ailed me. I an- 
ſwered, I have loſt a friend. —Oh, that is it, 
ſaid he. Upon my ſoul; Frederick, I 
thought you had loft your money, How 
ſtands your pocket ? ſeized the hint. My 
lord, ſaid I, I owe no more than my legacy 
will diſcharge. 80 much the better, ſaid hes 
But a wife, young, rich, and handſome, 
would put you in caſh, and brighten up your 
countenance.— I do not wiſh to marry at 
preſent, ſaid I.—He went on—A fine woman, 
bright eyes, lovely boſom, tender heart, 
good eſtate.— Piſh, ſaid I: I don' t want to 
talk of women, —Not talk of women! ſaid 
he; what have they done to you ?—] turned 
towards the door, —Stay, young man | ſaid 
he, haughtily. 

Excuſe me, my Lord, my heart is not 


diſpoſed to trifle; allow me to retire —Who' 
as 13 


284 THE TWO MENTORS: 


is this friend ?!—One whom I have long 
loved, ſaid I. Give me time, my Lord; 1 
with to ſhow my duty and my affection alſo. 
perhaps it was a female friend? Well, I 
aſk no queſtions, —I wept.—Wel, my boy, 
J fay no more juſt now I went out of the 
room, returned to- my. chamber, and wept 
there, —I long to ſee you, my dear Mr. Ben- 
net; as ſoon as I can ſee you to any purpoſe, 
expect me the levity of faſhionable man- 
ners diſguſts me; 1 long to weep with you in 
the ſhades of S——. Yours, truly, 
Ke B —_— =, 


In another month 1 received the following. 


% Dear Mr. Bennet, | 
« WILL do myfelf the pleaſure to wait 
on you one day in the courſe of the next 
week. I think every day a week till I ſee 
you at 8 : but, alas! I muſt paſs by the 
church, before 1 can have the pleaſure of em- 
bracing my friend.  _ B———.“ 
Within a week after I received this letter, 
Lord B=— came to S——: he embraced 
me with tears, but they ſeemed to flow caſy, 
and he ſoon got the 9 of them. The 
_ fight 
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fight of his little girl gave him emotions of 
a joyful kind; he almoſt ſtifled her with his 
kiſſes. He called her the likeneſs of his de- 
parted ſaint ; the precious relick ; his only 


comfort! He thanked my wife in raptures of 


gratitude; he paid his reſpects to my mother, 
whoſe tenderneſs he had not forgotten. He 
remembered the ſervants; to whom he had 
omitted, in his affliction, to make acknow- 
ledgments.” I told him that his Lordſhip's s 
beneficence had enabled me to make the re- 
quiſite acknowledgments to every perſon that 
had given their attendance in the hour of 
trouble; that we would now enjoy an hour 
of comfort together, and look forward to 
happier times and proſpects. He agreed 
with me, that it was right to enjoy the bleſ- 
ſings chat remained, and ſuffer them to com- 
fort us for thoſe that were loſt. 


We ſpent a cheerful evening, and were de- 


lighted with the politeneſs and amiable hams 
lities-of our gueſt. 

The next day, as we were fitting after din- 
ner, Lord 5B tcok out his pocket book. 
— Suffer me, Sir, ſaid he, to enter upon the 


ſubject that is neareſt my heart, This poor 


8 child's 
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child's proviſion depends entirely upon me; 
| life is uncertain ; I ought to do what is in 

my power for her, and I cannot be eaſy till 
I have done it. I have told you that I took 
hold of a hint of my father, to let him be- 
lieve that 1 had ſome debts of honour, in 
order to prevent his farther enquiry into the 
uſe I ſhould make of my legacy. I have not 
told an untruth ; this is a debt of bonour i in 


the tricteſt ſenſe. 
E ſhall depoſit in your hands theſe bills Sir 


two thouſand pounds, to be employed as you 
ſhall think proper. | 

The intereſt is to go. for her N and ne- 
 eeffary expences, and you muſt not offer to 
give me any account of it. | 

I inf/t upon it, Mr. Bennet; you ER? af- 
front me, by your ſaying a word in 5 to 
this my fixed reſolution |! 
. Suffer me, my Lord, to fay one word; not 
to diſapprove of your action, it is at once 
juſt and generous ; but to give you a bond tor 
your ſecurity and the.child's alſo. 5 

No, Sir, I will not accept it; if I ſhould 
be taken away, (a caſe Iamproviding for), and 
this obligation ſhould be found; you will be 
5 liable 
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liable to repay it, and then I ſhould have 
done nothing, — Then, Sir, ſaid E let the 
bond be depoſited in a third hand. — No, I 
will not do that, Have I not ſeen, have 
I not felt. the effects of your good heart and 
principles? If I cannot. truſt. you, whom 
can I rely on! But I know my man, and 
that is enough. Say no more; I know I 
am doing my duty, and you muſt take your 
ſhare of the charge heaven has — to 
our care. Let us ſay no more. 1 
He ſaid this with ſo determined an air, 
that I ſubmitted. —My Lord, faid I, I hope 
I know my on heart; but yet I with no 
man to truſt. implicitly in another; prudence 
demands that we Would ad mies ac- 
cant. 

That is 7 what I have Fa i ws and 
have taken a. burthen off my own heart; 
pray ſay no more. Hear me ſpeak. on an- 
other ſubject. My father urges me to marry ; 
I cannot at preſent bear the propoſal ; I de- 
| ſign to go over to the Continent, to avoid 
being teaſed about 1t,— _ 

Let me alſo ſay a word on this ſubject, ſaid 
1; let me remind you of the words of our 
dying 
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dying friend: 1 leave you at liberty to obey 
your fatlier.“ He has a right to expect it 
from you; he wiſhes to ſee heirs to his title 


and fortune; it is alſo a duty you' owe to th 
Jbeieiy of which you are àa member . He ſigh- 
ed.— Sir, what you ſay is true; be always 


my monitor: Tome time hence I may attend 
to it, but J am reſolved to give at leaſt a year, 
d duty and affetion. 1 will aſk my fake 
condition, 1 will attend to bis propofain at'my 
"return, —But, my Lord, if I was your fa- 


ther, I would not conſent. You are an only 


"fon ; Tſhould fear to truſt you to the dangers 
and accidents of travelling; I ſhould wiſh to 
| Keep you with me, and to ſee you married as 
early as poſſible.—It is well he does not hear 


vou, ſaid my gueſt, but T have determined 


to do as J have faid; I have no better way to 
Poſtpone my marriage to a future day. I 
have now fettled my buſineſs at home tra- 
velling will amuſe my mind; and when I re- 
turn, Iwill endeavour to behave as becomes 


a fon, and a good member of ſociety. Aſter 


this 'we *converſed/ upon common ſubjects. 
Tretdrnedt6 my charge more than once, and 


would 
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would fain have given ſecurity for the money 
he had put into my hands, at he would = not 
hear Aa zor of it. 
He ſtaid ten days. with- us, SOR © which 3 
time he behaved like an affectionate friend 
and brochet to myſelf and n 
We had ſeveral converſations upon religi- 
ous and moral ſubjects; and I had the ſatis- 
ſactien to ſind him well inſtructed in both = 
reſpeQs,) He returned in poſt- chaiſes as he 
came. I attended him to 1 —, ſpent an 
"—_—— with. him there, and returned home 
tia rom Lord! 8 8 eee, every vide 
in my family went on in the uſual way; the 
children grew and improved; my ſon began 
to ſpeak and to obſerve, and he afforded me 
2 nen. fund of delight and employment. 
Lord .B—— went to France within a 
ct after he left us. He wrote me ſeve- 
ral letters from thence, but forbad me to an- 
ſwer them till he ſhould return, when he 
would appoint - Aa _ for me to direct 
* bim | 
In one of them bu Pw 8 I EK re- 
turn to * till after the 18th of OG 
Vor. I _=— 0 ber, n 


ber, that * * to FR and jffenits | 
ip; I-ſhall-dend- you: my: meditati6ns: por 15 
it. He was as good as his word, and ſerm 
me ne of paper with his recollections 
and remarks on the paſt events; they were 
tender, reſigned, and grateful; and raiſed ſtill 
higher my opinion of his principles. His 
Lordſhip did not return till the ſpring fol. 
lowing, nor till after frequent and urgent 
importunities from the Earl his father who 
grew impatient to conclude a treaty of mar- 
riage for him. 2568 b. P 
Soon after his arrival, Lord B. vrote to 
me as — 4701.2 2-9 e ce sd 


Cue Fg 


* . 


2 — 7 ws apt K — . — * * — e N * 2 — 6 —_— we - 
2 N * r 3 — 4 2 — — w 


* 


1 1 +6 Dear Kur, - 0h aff ag] Eid 
£4 AM SOLES Cn REI 
| 5 monial deſtiny; the nooſe has been preparing 
cyover ſinee I have been abſent. I could no 
longer refuſe the ſolicitations of a parent 
who really loves me to exceſs. The day af- 
ter my arrival in town, he attacked me upon 
the ſabje&. I told him, I was come home 
with a reſolution to obey him, and to ſacri- 
fice my wiſhes to his.— No, my dear ſon, 
faid he, you ſhall not do that; though Miſs 
| | __._ Gran» 


Granthiwns? is — ee 


though am in actual treaty with her guaf. 
dian, nay, though I knowit has bed men- 
tibned to the lady, Who has conſdntsd to 


wait your return, and: would iſten to no 


other propoſal; notwitliſtanding all this; if 
you ſee any thing, upon a ffarther acquaint 
ance with Miſs Grantham, that gives vn 
like to her, Ichave ſtill another perſon in 
view, —it/ is Lady Mary C . % 715 


1 replied, that I had no particular diſ- 


like to either of the ladies; that L would-ſee No 


them both, and endeavour to like her whom . 


he recommended. Ah, that: indifference ! [ 


ſaid he. But 1 will take eb coniſent as 1 


to PE PN 9 after, the 


Earl carried me an aſembiy, where n 
the ladies were. Mis Granth⸗ 


dent ſhe had been apprized of meeting me. 


I paid my reſpects to her, but was almoſt in 


equal confuſion. My father watched every 
motion that I made, and 1 behaved to his ſa - 


ann HAt my return hi aſked me impa- 5 
o „ tienthy, 


tually confuſed at my eee it Was eri⸗ | 
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tiently, which of the ladies 1 liked beſt? 'T 
anſwered, Miſs Grantham, paſt compari- 
ſon; ſhe has more eee ones 8 
pride. TR n 

I am glad of ir wich y une for 
I am fute by her looks that ſhe likes you; ſhe 


is ſenfible and prudent,” and has a thouſand 


fine qualities, beſide a large fortune. But- 


| when will you wait on her, B — an- | 


ſwered, Whenever your Lordſhip pleaſes. — 

He embraced me, and was in raptures of joy. 
The very next day he carried me to pay my 
reſpec̃ts to the lady; ſhe is really a handſome, 


accompliſhed, and ' agreeable” woman: my 


Lord has put every thing in train, and I am 
in the high road to matrimony. Iknow you 
will approve my reſolution; my heart at 


times revolts againſt a new engagement, but 


reaſon and duty are on my father's ſide; afid 


Jam determined to obey him. If I cati poſ- 


-fibly get away before I am fettered, T will pay 5 


you a viſit at 8; but I ſeem like an ani- 
mal that is faſtened to its cage, and cannot 
8 cnt chain.” 


2 8 
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Mx heart beats towards you all, and 
articula j to che poor little orphan; 1E 
 to.ſee and embrace her- b hf af 
Hreſent my 5 regards to your: 
wife and mother, ande to the dear little ones; 
and believe me always & oy 
dea, FOMR affe@tionate, fend, x 
iin 701 e bree n 1; Bre 
. * nen lumen. to write to 
me often 'th oY, I 159396» 


5 6 aft er I received another lever 
4 tolo ts I _ 718 a 


11 th wart B W118: as! Ger | ; | 
— n n= Tacks — 0 
more married my father is in extaſies of 
joy; my wife, is pleaſed with me; ſhe is 
really a woman of merit, and deſerves my at- 
tentions. As ſoon as I can break away for 
2 weck, and. make a decent excuſe for my 
| abſence, 1 will ſee you; till when, give me 
credit for the continuation of my wiſhes and 
regards to you and yours, B=—.” 
We expected Lord B for ſeveral 
weeks in vain ; and when we had given over 
all thoughts 'of ſecing. him, he dropt in up- 
* us ane d unexpectedly: but ſuch an 
8 O * I alte | 


= 
— 


N 4 1 — a 
* * — A, 9 - * 
— % ” FP „ Wr 4 Cagth — green 4 ts Wi ee ty 
» 1 


ENTORS: 


Alteration Adee 18! him, that we 
were aloft ready to doubt if it was the 
fame man: he Was Sally areſt, and his air 
and manner eotreſponded with his cloth. 
However, he fecmed rejoiced to ſee us; bur 
yet metheught there was ſomething of dig- 
nity and diſtanct about him ning 
Ant flid, I am your fuperior: He aſked for 
the chi lde, without particularizing one from 
e refl. My wife ram to fetch tliem; "ſhe 
brought in che little orphan; my ſon and 
- daughter caine with them; ſhe gave the child 
to the father's arms; he looked earneſtly at it, 
and ſighed! Ithas the mother's features, ſad he 
F Mould lenor it among a'thoufind children: 
kam glad of it, my lord, ſaĩd I; it will always 
de a claim to your paternal affection. Ves, 
paſt doubt: ſaid he. She car walk, my lord, 


- 


3 id "thy" wife, and begins to prattle. Come 


hitlier, ny dear, and lead her, ſaid ſhe; peak 
ing to her ſon He came, and was proud to 
lead her along the room; he called n 
to take tlie other hand. 1 ts „oh bid 
Lord B. was Uetighted—My little 
friend! ſaid he to inty ſon, whieh ef your 
b do Fn "ove beſtꝰ— ff 
I | | faid 
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Naid be, I love them. both beſk,—Howis that? 


lad: lord WTF 22 Why, Sir, this is my httle 
Aller. and this ze My itte 10 fe. .- Lord B—— 
Red; That. is (very. well explained; do 
* hear him, Me, Bennet My lord, ſaid 
II, don't think we have taught him this; 
von my word: the thought: is hisewn !— | 
It is, a;hagpy ong, „ſaid my lord 7 if IU give , 
my, conſent, Libops: yam wil not refuſe 
L 05 ral: with aheckoþirgi far i it my bord, in 
time. Why then vu arg put man tan 
PS for upon my bonaur mean hat I ſay = 
Lſhall, think thisolittle girl well diſpeſed of, 
if you:} will, engraft her 3nto;gqur family. 
She ohen yon the duty of a child already; and, 
if the little; mam hold in the ame mind, and 
the girl likes him, as Ham uns ſhe Will, e. 
cannot be any where ſo; well beſtowed. 
f your Jordſhip Balds in che ame mind, 
aid I. we certainlylean have ne objeRion,— 
Then give me your. hand, and 3t;1s;8match. 
What y vou, Madam -I ſay asm huſ- = 
band does, ſaid Mrs, Bennet; I am fare 
ſhe is a dear to me as my own children. 
Why then we fare all 9f,ong mind, ſaid my 


Jord, and I ſwear te, you thatthis alliance. 
| I; N O 4. SR a will . 
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will give me the greateſt pleaſure, and take 


much care from me. Sophia is your daugh- 


ter, madam; from this day forward. DEN 
We had a goed deal of pleaſantry up6n: 
this fybje& ; and I ſaw clearly that lord B 
was pleaſed to get the child off his hands. 
However he behaved both with kindneſs and: 
politeneſs to us all; he offered us many pre- 
ſents, but we declined them all ; and only 
requeſted: the continuance-of His friendſhip 
to us, and of his affections to his daughter, — 
It is impoſſible, aid he, that either of them 
can ſuffer any abatement. I hope ſo, ſaid: Is 
and we will endeavour, on our part;' to pre 
ſierve them inviolable.—After-this; eonverſa · 
tion, we talked of this: alliance as a ing 
ſettled and agreed upon. My lord {ſpoke = 
very highly of his wife, of her prudenee and 
management, and her knowledge in family” 
affairs. I thought it 700 early forthe: lady 
who was a year younger than my lord, to en- 
ter into theſe kind of affairs; and from this 
trait of her character, I foreſaw that ſhe 
would take the lead; and e —_ 


and her lord ao; : cet 119 


* 
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le ſpent four days with us in high ſpirits, 
and then returned home, telling me, he 
would always ſend me covers to write to him; 
and defiring to be informed, from time to 
time, of every thing intereſting that ſhould 

gu in my family,” 4 l een 
From this time lord B began? to grow 
flack. in his correſpondence with me; though 
he ſtill preſerved the ſame kindneſb and p 
liteneſs in his manners and expreſſions. = 
Let me. know what paſſes in you,, family. 
that is likely to be intereſting to me, Tel} 
me how a⁰ * childrew eee an vr 
Was re 9 110 2 18 bite 
Within a your! after his ee wrote 
to me. Congratulate me, dear Sir, on the 
birth of a fon. and heir; it completes the 
happineſs of my father, my wife, and my-. 
ſelf.“—Alas, poor Sophia! faid-: my dear 
Maria, thou art of no conſequerice in. the 
ſxale againſt a /n; chou wilt be» forgattem, 
by thy father; but thou wilt be füll dearer 
to thy foſter parents fox this reaſar.'> u 
I heard nothing from ord- R. ſbt foe. 
ven months after. I then: wrote. tn Requaing 
him that we intended to ineculate our 
O S children, 


children; and: to FO had any . 
jection to his Sophia being of the party ; Ie 
anſwer was: 102 bar 7 act ni cory Fo 

ILleave ĩt to you, my dear Sir, to do the i 
fame fort Sophia, as for your othen children. 1 
cannot» diſapprove any thing mo Fe ENS 
writeſto meiwhen Qbrsrover.”” "nt 

„ Ce e e es he wrete 
again bi nec! ; onoPtth wc Þ of ory. 
: b rejoĩce tern theben children are wr 
perfectly recovered, and in better health than 
before. 4 ram very happy in my married? 
ſtate ; my wife is a very prudent and ma- 
naging waman; ſhe: takes all trouble and 
care from me: A ſecond ſon is born to me, 
and I fancy myſelf a perſon of great conſe- 
quence, and am —_ day more rü ty 
my fituation.” “ wür Figo 5g 
The following year my lord fear! thres a lot 

tery tickets. for your three children, ſaid he, 
to be equal ſharers in each other's good or had 
fortune. My time is ſo filled up, that I cannot 
write ſo often as formerly, but am *always: 
yours.” One of the tickets came up a prize 
by a opal SHA of Which E ed 


lord n To viel ha wrotb very ſhort 
billet.” * 1 511 . 10 3¹¹¹ rac git] Jos 2710 
ER rejoice in the good fortune of your 


chiluren; let it be equalliy divided between 


them. Remember me to all your family.“ 


I rote to him as often as he ſent me covers, 


for he forbad me to write without them. 
Phe eoldnefs of his letters ſeemed to throw 


me to a greater diſtance; I found it difficult 


to ſpeak” to him with thie ſame eaſe and free · 
dom as formerly. However, 1 dropt many 


Rints of the atteration, of which Be took __ 


kind of notice. I gave him an invitation to 


come or. Shall we nie ver again ſee your | 


lordſhip at S — : I am loth to believe 
you have reſolved againſt it. I wiſh you 
44 to be an eyewitneſs of the improvement 
„of your Sophia; allow yourſelf to ſee her, 
and you muſt love her!“ In 9 rota f 
anſwer to this he ſays, 

I have not reſolved” againſt viſiting you 
at $S——, but my engagements will not allow 
me to fix any time. Perhaps I may drop in 
upon you, when you leaſt expect me. I do 
Dot” forget thoſe who have a con/?ant title to 


my aſfection; but my reaſons againſt diſclof- 


ing 


* 
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ing a certain ſecret grow every day ſtronger, ”. 
In another letter, the e year, there 
was another remove. 


4 tt 


% You will oblige me infinitely, my Ghai 


Mr. Bennet, if you will, in your future let 


ters, omit the words, your daughter, and your 


Sophia; and only fpeak of her as one of your 


own. children. I know you will blame me; 
but F have my reaſons for this precaution. I 


would not for the world that your letters 


mould fall into other hands than my cu. 
Befides, 1 love your letters, and wiſh to pre- 5 


ferve them; and this circumſtance obliges me 


to deſtroy them.” 8 am as a as ever __ | 


| fiend, &c." 


It was now very clear th: us, that my lord f 


never intended to acknowledge his daughter 
his wife had brought him four children, two“ 


of each ſex. He had no mind that Sophia 


mould claim any ſhare of his fortune with 


theſe; he had portioned her off, and tranſ- 


planted her into another family. The child 


was endeared to us by every eircumſtance of 


das birth and fituation ; but ſhe' grew ſtill 
dearer by the amiable qualities which ſhe diſ- 
| caſed; we knew, na difference between her 


5 and 


. F 
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and our on, except a certain me 
paſſion that ſeemed to give her in many re- 
ſpects a kind of preference, My wife gave it 
as her opinion, that this child ſhould have: 
| fame advantages 1 in her, education ahove our 
own. It is not impoſſible, ſaid ſhe, that ſhes, 
may.one day be acknowledged as the child of av 
noble family; ſhe may be raiſed o an higher 9 
ftation. I would. not have her be thought 
unworthy of it, by thoſe who reſpect axternal,, 
accompliſhments above: mental ones, I am; 
fond of boarding: ſchools in general. I; 
0 prefer a hame een for my wn daugh- 
ter, but I ill enquire aſtex one for Spa 
and whenever I hear of a proper one, Iwill; 
ſend her fon a few. ears. .When.ſhe comes 
home to us at the vacation, we ſhall: ſee and 
judge of Aut Hans: and they will 
be of ſervice ta our child, who loves. her ſo.. 
well, that ſhe will ander to be like So- 
TPhia. in every reſpect. 
Our mother was of W as opinion; and 
I left it entirely to them to act as they thought 
proper. I ſent my ſon to a gentleman of ex- 
cellent character, not only for learning, but 


2 the ſtricteſt attention to the morals and 
manners? 


b f tt — - 
GS IH GIST 
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manners of his pupils. Sophia was ſent to a 
ſchool recommended by a lady in our neigh- 
n whoſe ee were ee 
there. aS FR Sat ont, 415 
We miſſed the chile tn ; c 
daughter was for ſome time inconſolable, but 
our: joy at their return made us amends for 


their abſence. The aſſection between our 


daughter and Sophia became more obſervable: 


we knew not till this 3 how much | 


the dear child loved us All. ee 48248; 


Fler ſorrow at leaving us was affecting; my 


wife pat hurt at it. — My love, ſaid ſhe, you 


we 


have many agreeable companions where you 


are going, you muſt have /ome there whoſe 
fociety will ſupply that you leave. Oh, no, 


no] ſaid the dear girl; they are not able te 

ſupply the loſs of my dear mama, my ho- 
noured grandmama, and my ſweet Anna 
Maria. We parted with tears on all ſides, 
and reminded each other of the next vacation 


when we ſnould meet again 


At the next Chriſtmas, when we were call ; 


together, and rejoicing in the dear cirole of 


domeſtic happineſs ; Sophia ſaid, I have: e a. 


_—_— to make to TO papa t 
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which will make me very happy if it is 
granted; and if tefuſed, I fflall be very miſer- 

able. My dear child, ſaid my wife, what 
can that be? your earneſtneſs alarms me.— 
The child ran and threw her ame about 
my wife's neck; ſhe wept in her boſom.— 
Speak, my love, ſaid ſhie;? and, if it be not 
very improper, it ſhall be granted! fl. 
It is, Madam, that you will either ſend my 
dear Anna Maria to #chool with me, or elſe 
let me ſtay at home with her; I-catinot bear 
to leave all thoſe I love, and to be ſent among 
| thoſe: Who do not eare for me, nor 1 for 
them HW 10 freunto) 9105991946 VASNE SET 
I maſt conſider of it, my dear: it is not a 
queſtion to be directly anſwered; it is of 
fome conſequence.— Only tell me that you are 
not angry with me,; Madam; Fam affaid you 
are? No, my dear Sophia, I cannot be an- 
gry at a requeſt that ſhews ſo! ftrongly your 
affection to us. I will conſult Mr. Bennet 
and my mother, and let you know our deter- 
mination; but let my dear child be: affured; 
tlrat her happineſs is of as much conſequenee 
to us as our own; be eaſy, be happy, * love, 
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At our next evening's converſation, this 
ſubject was diſeuſſed. I gave my conſent. 
that my daughter ſhould return with Sophia 
to ſchool; when it was declared, the dear 
fully convinced that we could deny them 
nothing that was proper to be granted. So- 
phia was conſiderably improved, and pro: 
miſled: to be a moſt amiable creature. | 
My wife ordered that Sophia ſhauld be 
taught French, muſic, drawing, and many 
other things that are the embelliſhments of 
he female character, and which, ſhe thought 
unneceſſary for the humbler ſituation of her 
own child; but the affection of theſe two 
children rendered her precaution uſeleſs, for 
whatever Sophia learned, ſhe always taught 
to the ſiſter of her heart. The improve- 
ments of both gave equal ſatisfaction to their 
friends, when they viſited us % their vaca- 
r 
My ſon, Iich grew. a 1 5 and 
Was all that my heart could wiſh both in per- 
ſon and mind. 
We kept up a conſtant a 
with the Lucas family, and our friendſhip 
Was 
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was never r interrupted. or abated. Mrs. Lu- 
cas brought her huſband three ſons,” and two 
daughters; they lived together in the moſt 
perfect harmony; they viſited us three times 
in the'courſe of ten years; and we paid them 
two viſits; we rejoiced with each other on 
the promiſing qualities of our children, not 
done on either ſide had either defe& or blemiſh. 
Lord B— had reduced his correſpondence 
with me to very ſhort limits; once or ſome- 
times twice a gear, very ſhort letters; and 
had not, for many paſt years, once mentioned 
Sophia as his daughter. Upon the death of 
the earl his father, 1 wrote him a long and 
ſerious letter. I remonſtrated, as became my 
function, on the duties of the parent, and 
the eruelty of caſting off an innocent and un 
offending child : and, leſt he ſhould think 1 
had any view to aggrandize my on family by 
Bis alliancay I told him that the day that te- 
ſtored lady Sophia to her family, ſhould: put 
an end to my expectations on my ſon's be- 
half; that he was yet a child, and knew not 
what was meant by the contract between us; 
that he loved Sophia; as his fiſterenly,” and 
. as yet no further ideas of love- Upon 
this 
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this account, I thought it proper to e, 
in ime, that E would acquit his lordſhip of 
his promiſe not; but I would not promiſe 
to do it hereafter, when, probably. my ſon's 
happineſs might be at ſtake : chat whatever 
might influence his actions, it was incumbent 
on me to diſcharge my duty; for that I lived 
to God and my conſcience, and not to the 
opinions of men. AT 
I received a ſhort letter in e | 
<« You are very ſerious, my dear Mr. Ben- 
„net. I will not juſt now enter upon che 
* ſulfect; but I will ere long toll you all that 
I thint about it. I forgive your remon- 
4 ſtrance, it is in character. I reſpect and 
4. love you the more for it. I do not think I | 
have done badly for my charge, in having 
put it under your and Mrs. Bennet's care. 
N . and.eves will be, yourfriend, &c. 
—_ ; a WA 5,4: wi * ** 5.“ : 
15 lefs than a month after'this; I received 
the following. which Was Written f in a e 


if 
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tee witl ſhorfly receive «Viſit from | 
Mr." Mele6tabe, the father of Mick Sophia 1 
* Meltoftibe;" your charge; but” you are de | af 
fired to knew him 4 10. tele, e, "is „ 
Love Him er his 3 F Tn © 2 
e RAO OR  Puucuonnoy 
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This uit us in continual expectation; 
we ſent for the girls from ſchool; and 1 15 
pared out Sophia to ſee her father: 

One day the following week; as we were 
ſiting in my ſtudy, my ſervant came to tell 25 
me a gentleman was at the door; but the 
_ gentleman followed him fo cloſe, that h. 
had hardly time to announce him. Treſd to 
meet Lord D,, who came forward and 
embraced: me more affectionately thing I 
believe; I returned it; for 1 was not pleaſed 
with him. — Where is Mrs. Bennet! faid 
he; where are the children In the parlovr, 
ſaid I; but let: me ſpeak to you firſt alone 
Not a word will J hear, ſaid he, till I haare 
ſeen them; but don't tell me which is So- 
phia; let me find her out.— He went out; 


1 followed him into the room, where my , 
wife 
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wife and children were ſitting at their needle. | 
T did not announce him; my tongue re- 
Fuſed to favour the deception, Sit ſtill, Mrs. 
| Bennet, ſaid he; ſit ſtill, young ladies; I will 
not diſturb you.—He went to each of the 
girls, and looked earneſtly at - both. —Then 
raking Sophia s hand, This is ſhe ? ſaid he, . 
looking at me.—Let nature inform you, 
ſaid I? it is faid, ſhe ee . in 8 | 
way. 1 
I mae mien Gi ok this: is my 
child! The child fell upon her knees to him; 
he raiſed, embraced her, and took her upon 
His knee; he looked earneſtly in her face, 
till the child was abaſhed; ſhe hid her face, 
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